Book Discussion Guide 
Title:  Fullmetal Alchemist Vol 1.    
Author: Hiromu Arakawa 

  

Keywords: Manga, Science Fiction, Fantasy, Alchemy, Philosopher's Stone
Age recommendation:  Grades 6 and up.  Please note this series is rated by the publisher as Teen – “May be suitable for early teens and older. For example, may contain violence, infrequent use of strong language, suggestive themes or situations, crude humor, alcohol and/or tobacco use.” Please see http://www.viz.com/ratings for more information.   
Summary:

Fullmetal Alchemist, sometimes abbreviated as FMA, is an ongoing Japanese manga series written and illustrated by Hiromu Arakawa.  It is published by Viz Media in the original Japanese format and reads from right to left.  See the inside flap of the book for a guide to reading the panels.  

The story takes place in a fictional universe in which alchemy is an advanced scientific technique.  Edward and his younger brother Alphonse Elric are alchemist brothers who lost parts of their bodies in a failed attempt to bring their mother back to life using alchemy.  The brothers are now on a quest to find the Philosopher’s Stone, with it they can completely repair their bodies.  
The series currently has 20 bound volumes.  It has also been adapted into an animated television series of 51 episodes by Bones from October 4, 2003 to October 2, 2004.  Funimation dubbed the anime episodes in the U.S. and Canada.  See http://www.animenewsnetwork.com for a review of the anime.  

A multitude of spin-off novels, original video animations (OVAs), drama CDs, soundtracks, and video games have been adapted from the series.  A collectible card game, multiple supplementary books, and a variety of action figures and other merchandise based on the characters of the series have also been released.  
The franchise is hugely popular in Japan and the U.S.  As of March 2008, the Fullmetal Alchemist manga has sold over 30 million volumes in Japan. The English release of the manga's first volume was the top-selling graphic novel during the year 2005.  In two TV Asahi web polls, the anime was voted #1 most popular anime of all time in Japan.  It was nominated in six of the eight categories for which it was eligible at the American Anime Awards in February 2007, winning awards in five of those categories. 
Discussion Questions, Fullmetal Alchemist 
1.  How did Edward lose his right arm?  How else could Edward have responded to the situation?  
2.  The word alchemy in Latin means “to separate and join together.”  What goals did alchemists historically attempt to accomplish?  How is alchemy in our world different than in the world of Fullmetal Alchemist?  How is it similar?
3.  What laws of alchemy must Edward and Alphonse follow?  What are the consequences if they disregard the laws?  
4.  Alchemists searched for the “Philosopher's Stone” – a substance would cure all diseases and prolong life indefinitely.  Why are Edward and his brother looking for the stone?  
5.  What responsibilities does Edward have as a state alchemist that differ from a regular alchemist like Alphonse?  Why do you think Edward chose this role?  How would his life be different if he hadn’t?

6.  Why do the townspeople follow Father Cornello?  Why does Rose initially choose Father Cornello over Edward?  What makes her change her mind?

7.  If the ring Father Cornello wore was a fake, how was he able to perform his miraculous acts?
8.  The Chief of the Youswell coal mines calls Edward a “dog of the military” and throws him out.  Why does he dislike military personnel?  

9.  Why does Lieutenant Yoki burn the inn down? 

10.  The chief of the coal mine feels powerless to stop the Lieutenant from raising his taxes or doing whatever else he wants.  What, if anything, could the chief do to make the situation better?  What would you do in this situation?  

11.  How does Edward manage to sell the coal mine to the chief?  Do you think turning the gold into rocks was justified?   

12.  What does the “blue squad” hope to accomplish by holding General Hakuro and the other train passengers hostage?  
13.  Why do you think Edward reacts so strongly to being called a “little runt”?  How else could he respond to the insults?  
14.  What special powers does the Flame Alchemist possess?

15.  Have you read other titles in the Fullmetal Alchemist series?  Have you seen the anime?  How does the format change the story?  What is similar and different about the series as portrayed in the different types of media?  
16.  Was this book a fast or slow read for you?  What makes a book fast or slow for you?      






