Resources for a Patterns & Sorting Themed Storytime or Early Childhood 


Handout for Parents/Caregivers & Classroom Teachers/ Professional Reading
https://www.giftofcuriosity.com/20-ideas-for-teaching-shapes-to-kids/
https://thekindergartenconnection.com/secrets-developing-sorting-patterning-skills/
https://www.thespruce.com/teaching-patterns-and-sorting-to-children-2086666
Early Math Matters: A Guide for Parents of Preschoolers via Get Ready to Read

http://www.getreadytoread.org/early-learning-childhood-basics/early-math/early-math-matters-a-guide-for-parents-of-preschoolers
Math Talk with Infants and Toddlers via NAEYC

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/math-talk-infants-and-toddlers
Math at Home Toolkit via NAEYC

https://www.naeyc.org/math-at-home

Preschool Math: Mastering Number Recognition and Counting via Education.com
https://www.education.com/magazine/article/preschool-number-recognition-counting-easy/
Resource Books
Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

Books in Motion: Connecting Preschoolers with Books through Art, Games, Movement, Music, Playacting, and Props
by Julie Dietzel-Glair

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/books-motion-connecting-preschoolers-books-through-art-games-movement-music-playacting-and 

Librarians and educators can shake up storytimes, help children stay healthy, and encourage a lifelong love of reading with Dietzel-Glair's easy-to-use resource. Demonstrating exactly how to use children's books to engage preschool-age children through movement, it's loaded with storytimes that will have children standing up tall, balancing as they pretend to walk across a bridge, or even flying around the room like an airplane. Presenting hundreds of ideas, this all-in-one book is divided into six sections:

· "Art" spotlights titles that are natural hooks for art or craft activities alongside ideas on how to create art just like the character in the story, while an appendix includes art patterns that can be used as coloring sheets;

· "Games" includes searching games, follow-the-leader games, and guessing games to enhance the books in this section;

· "Movement" features books that kids can jump, stomp, clap, chomp, waddle, parade, wiggle, and stretch with;

· "Music" chooses books perfect for activities like shaking a maraca, singing, dancing between the pages, and creating new sound effects;

· "Playacting" lets kids pretend along with the characters in these books, whether it's washing their face, swimming with fish, or hunting a lion;

· "Props" encourages storytime leaders to bring out their puppets, flannelboard pieces, and scarves—these books have enough props for everyone in the program to have a part.

Each chapter includes as much instruction as possible for a wide range of motions. Pick and choose the amount of movement that is right for your storytime crowd, or do it all!
*Creative Investigations in Early Math by Angela Eckhoff
by Angela Eckhoff, PhD
Math crops up in everyday activities in so many ways. You can help preschoolers see math in the petals of a flower, the shape of a window, the bounce of a ball, the growth of a plant, and the repetition of a song. Instead of teaching  math to preschoolers, you can be their guide as they experiment, think about problems, try solutions, gain understanding, and discuss their findings. Creative Investigations in Early Math gives teachers practical ideas for intentionally fostering young children's hands-on explorations in the following areas:
· Number and number sense

· Computation

· Geometry and spatial sense

· Measurement

· Data collection and statistics

· Patterns and relationships

*The Giant Encyclopedia of Math Activities for Children 3 to 6
  by Kathy Charner, Charlie Clark, & Maureen Murphy
Organized by curriculum area or time of day, each activity is complete with math concepts, materials needed, and step-by-step instructions. Math is the new focus in early childhood education, and the easy-to-use math concept index is a fabulous feature for teachers so they can easily find appropriate activities for the children they teach. Loved by children because they're fun, and teachers because they are developmentally appropriate, the activities in The GIANT Encyclopedia of Math Activities will captivate children's imaginations and create wonderful opportunities for learning and fun.

Chapters Include:

· Anytime Ideas

· Art

· Blocks

· Dramatic Play

· Fine Motor

· Fingerplays, Songs, & Poems

· Games

· General Tips

· Group or Circle Time

· Language & Literacy

· Music & Movement

· Outdoor Play

· Sand & Water Table

· Science

· Sensory

· Snack & Cooking

· Transitions

· Working with Families
*Starting With Stories: Engaging Multiple Intelligences Through Children’s Books by Pam Schiller and Pat Phipps
Pam Schiller’s Starting With Stories is an excellent resource to use in developing storytimes for the diverse audiences you will encounter in public libraries.  Resources specifically for a counting or numbers theme include:
· Pg 24 Animal Orchestra: A Counting Book

· Pg 64 The Doorbell Rang

· Pg 72 Eight Animals Bake a Cake

· Pg 156  One Cow Moo Moo

· Pg 184  Ten Black Dots

· Pg 186  Ten, Nine, Eight
Librarian Blogs & Professional Development

Bounce ‘n Books. http://bouncenbooks.blogspot.com/ 
Music & movement storytime blog published by a librarian. 

Jbrary – Tune in for Storytime Success. https://jbrary.com/ 

Two children's librarians blogging about storytime and youth services. We share songs, rhymes, and program ideas for babies, toddlers, and beyond.
Mother Goose on the Loose. http://www.mgol.net/ 

An award-winning early-literacy program for children from birth to age 3 with their parents or caregivers. Created by MGL Executive Director, Dr. Betsy Diamant-Cohen, this innovative program is based on research which shows that children learn best through routine and repetition in a nurturing environment. Mother Goose on the Loose uses a variety of activities, such as rhymes, songs, puppets and instruments to foster speech development, motor coordination, self-confidence, and sensitivity to others.

Books
Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

8 : An Animal Alphabet by Elisha Cooper
*How Many Snails?: A Counting Book by Paul Giganti and Donald Crews

Animal Patterns by Nathan Olson

City Patterns by Nathan Olson 

Farm Patterns by Nathan Olson 

Food Patterns by Nathan Olson 

Lots and Lots of Zebra Stripes by Stephen R. Swinburne 

Pattern Bugs by Trudy Harris 

Pattern Fish by Trudy Harris
Patterns at the Museum by Tracey Steffora
People Patterns by Nathan Olson

Plant Patterns by Nathan Olson 
Teddy Bear Patterns by Barbara Barbieri McGrath
Sort it Out! by Barbara Mariconda

Sorting at the Market by Tracey Steffora 
Sorting by Henry Pluckrose. The book contains notes for teachers and parents.
Sorting by Lynn Peppas
The Button Box by Margarette S. Reid

Booklists about Patterns & Sorting
Patterns and Categorizing via Reading Rockets

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/patterns-and-categorizing 

Songs and Fingerplays

Flannel Boards and Props

Counting Mats:  Make counting mats.  Print the number three in the center of the page on three or four sheets of construction paper.  Use a margarine tub lid as a template and make five or six circles on the mat.  Provide a bowl of small counters, blocks, cars, rattles, and so on.  Give each child a counting mat.  Invite them to count three items and put them into each circle on their mat.  Younger children can just put items inside the circle.  Talk with them as they work.
Craft Ideas 
Find craft and activity ideas at our Pinterest board:  http://pinterest.com/kdlakids/counting/ 
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easy paper crats for kids: ladybug
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