Resources for a Shapes Themed Storytime or Early Childhood Program

*Consider cross-referencing resources available in the KDLA School Readiness Kit, “Letters” for additional inspiration and support.

Handout for Parents/Caregivers & Classroom Teachers – Professional Reading
Discovering Shapes and Space in Preschool via Teaching Young Children

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/tyc/apr2014/discovering-shapes-and-space-preschool 

Everyday Shapes: At Home Recommendations via NAEYC

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/everyday-shapes 

Exploring Shapes Curriculum via MENSA Foundation

(Note: PDF Lesson Plan available on Kit USB)

https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/exploring-shapes/ 

Math Talk with Infants and Toddlers via NAEYC 

(Note: Discusses shapes and geometry as fundamental math knowledge)

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/math-talk-infants-and-toddlers
Why Colors and Shapes Matter via Scholastic

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3746476 

Storytime Resources via Saroj Ghoting, Early Childhood Literacy Consultant
http://www.earlylit.net/storytime-resources/ 



Professional Resource Books

Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

Art Across the Alphabet : Over 100 Art Experiences that Enrich Early Literacy

by Kelly Justus Campbell

Art Across the Alphabet contains art-centered activities for children aged three to six to reinforce letter recognition, build phonemic awareness and pre-reading skills, and associate reading with FUN! The book links art and literacy seamlessly, explores the magic of language, and offers unique opportunities to create readers while creating art-from Airplane Wings to Zany Zoo Animals! Children explore each letter creatively through:

· A Letter of the Week focus that lets each letter take center stage

· An Alphabet Gallery Activity that helps children discover each letter of the alphabet with a group activity, which is then displayed in an Alphabet Gallery around the room

· Fun Letter Activities for every letter of the alphabet, which can be incorporated throughout your pre-reading curriculum
· The Bridge Home, which are letters that contain ideas to send to parents so they can be involved in the learning process and reinforce the lessons at home

Literacy Play: Over 300 Dramatic Play Activities That Teach Pre-Reading Skills

by Amy Cox and Sherrie West

Children love to pretend, and dramatic play is the perfect environment for practicing and applying literacy concepts. Whether they decide to be firefighters, to open a pet store, or to have a tea party, children will increase their vocabulary, communicate with their friends, and learn to recognize environmental print - all important skills for pre-readers. Literacy Play is chock-full of creative dramatic play activities that teach important pre-reading skills while bringing children's imaginations to life!
*Starting With Stories: Engaging Multiple Intelligences Through Children’s Books by Pam Schiller and Pat Phipps

Pam Schiller’s Starting With Stories is an excellent resource to use in developing storytimes for the diverse audiences you will encounter in public libraries.  

Librarian Blogs & Professional Development

Bounce ‘n Books. http://bouncenbooks.blogspot.com/ 

Music & movement storytime blog published by a librarian. 

Jbrary – Tune in for Storytime Success. https://jbrary.com/ 

Two children's librarians blogging about storytime and youth services. We share songs, rhymes, and program ideas for babies, toddlers, and beyond.
Mother Goose on the Loose. http://www.mgol.net/ 

An award-winning early-literacy program for children from birth to age 3 with their parents or caregivers. Created by MGL Executive Director, Dr. Betsy Diamant-Cohen, this innovative program is based on research which shows that children learn best through routine and repetition in a nurturing environment. Mother Goose on the Loose uses a variety of activities, such as rhymes, songs, puppets and instruments to foster speech development, motor coordination, self-confidence, and sensitivity to others.

Songs & Fingerplays
Nursery Rhymes for You. http://www.nurseryrhymes4u.com/NURSERY_RHYMES/index.html 

Words and musical accompaniment to “Rock-a-Bye Baby” and many other songs.

Songs for Teaching. www.songsforteaching.com/phonemicawareness.htm
Songs that build phonological awareness.

I Can See Shapes

(Tune: London Bridge)
I can see a circle shape, circle shape, circle shape
I can see a circle shape, how about you?
(Little square, triangle, rectangle, diamond)


“Where Is…?” 

(Tune: Where Is Thumbkin?)
Where is triangle? Where is triangle?
Here I am. Here I am.
How are you today, sir? 

Very well, I thank you.
Run away. Run away.
(Circle, rectangle, square, diamond)
“Make a Circle, Draw a Square”

(Tune: Oh My Darling Clementine)

 Make a circle, make a circle, draw it in the sky

 Use your finger, use your finger, make it round as pie

 Make a square, Make a square, make the lines so straight

 Draw a square, draw a square, draw one or draw eight

 Draw a triangle, draw a triangle, always start at the top

 Make a tent, make a tent, use three lines and then stop!

Triangles... 
(Jingle Bells) 
Triangles, triangles, 
Have three sides. 
Triangles, triangles, 
Have three sides. 
You can draw big triangles 
In the air, 
It is fun to use your hands 
And make them anywhere. 


One Blue Square... 
(Three Blind Mice) 
One blue square, one blue square, 
See how it's shaped, see how it's shaped. 
Four big corners it does have, 
Four big corners it does have. 
One blue square, one blue square. 


Make A Shape... 
(The Mulberry Bush) 
This is the way we make a square, 
Make a square, make a square, 
This is the way we make a square, 
So early in the mourning. 


Shapes Hokey Pokey
Put a red (name of shape) in, 
Put a red (name of shape) in, 
Put a red (name of shape) in, 
And shake it all about.

Do the hokey pokey 
And turn yourself around- 
That's what it's all about.

Draw for Me

Draw a circle, round as can be (draw circle in the air) 

Draw a circle, just for me! (point to self) 

Draw a square, shaped like a door (draw a square in the air) 

Draw a square, with corners four! (hold up 4 fingers) 

Draw a triangle, with corners three (draw a triangle in the air) Draw a triangle, just for me! (point to self)

Do You Know What Shape this Is?

(Give each child a different shape to hold up at the appropriate time during the song)
(storyteller holds up a square) 

(London Bridge)

Do you know what shape this is? 

Shape this is? Shape this is? 

Do you know what shape this is and do you have one too? 

If you do, then give it a shake, give it a shake, give it a shake, 

If you do then give it a shake and shout out “hooray for Squares!” 

(storyteller holds up a triangle) 

Do you know what shape this is? 

Shape this is? Shape this is? 

Do you know what shape this is and do you have one too? 

If you do, then give it a shake, give it a shake, give it a shake, 

If you do then give it a shake and shout out “hooray for Triangles” 

(storyteller holds up a circle) 

Do you know what shape this is? 

Shape this is? Shape this is? 

Do you know what shape this is and do you have one too? 

If you do, then give it a shake, give it a shake, give it a shake, 

If you do then give it a shake and shout out “hooray for Circles” 

Final verse: 

Now we know all our shapes, all our shapes, all our shapes 

Now we know all our shapes, shake them all and say “hooray”!

Shapes Song 

(sing to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus”)

A circle is a shape that goes round and round,

Round and round, round and round.

A circle is a shape that goes round and round,

Round and round.

A triangle is a shape with three sides,

Three sides, three sides.

A triangle is a shape with three sides,

Three sides.

A square is a shape with four sides,

Four sides, four sides,

A square is a shape with four sides,

Four sides.

Crafts, Flannelboards, Games, & Activities 
ABC Book Collage

http://familycrafts.about.com/od/alphabetactivities/a/alphabook.htm
Reader Engagement Activities via Demco

http://ideas.demco.com/trends-topics/reader-engagement/ 

Alphablocks:  Challenge the children to make alphabet letters with blocks.

Playdough Letters:  Show the children how to shape letters out of playdough.  Demonstrate rolling the dough into balls and pinching the dough to make a design or break it apart .  Working with the dough is more important than making letters.  It strengthens all three hand muscles that will be needed for writing.  Older children will enjoy watching you shape the first letters of their names.
Musical Shapes: Youngsters develop shape awareness with this engaging idea!  Cut several supersize shapes from poster board; then laminate the shapes for durability.  Scatter the shapes on the floor in your circle-time area.  Play a recording of lively music and encourage little ones to dance.  When you stop the music, call out a shape that was called.  To aid little learners in finding the correct shape, hold up a small cutout identical to the large one that was called.

Block Shapes:  Use a felt tip marker to trace around several different sizes and shapes of blacks on a piece of posterboard.  Let the children take turns matching the blocks to the corresponding tracings.
Marble Paintings:  Place a piece of drawing paper in the bottom of a shallow box.  Place a couple of marbles into a cup of tempera pain and coat them with paint.  Remove the marbles with a spoon and drop them into the box.  Show the child how to rotate the box to make the marbles move back and forth.  A great design will result.  Discuss the roundness of the marbles and how being round helps the marbles roll.

Shape Rubbings:  Cut shapes out of sandpaper.  Place the sandpaper shapes under drawing paper and encourage the children to make crayon rubbings by rubbing a crayon over the shapes.  Discuss the shapes as the children create their pictures.
Picture Books about Shapes
Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

Bees, Snails, & Peacock Tails: Patterns & Shapes . . . Naturally By Betsy Franco

*Mouse Shapes by Ellen Stohl Walsh (Big Book)
Captain Invincible and the Space Shapes By Stuart J. Murphy



*Color Farm by Lois Ehlert








*Circle Dogs by Kevin Henkes

*Dreaming Up by Christy Hale

The Greedy Triangle By Marilyn Burns
Perfect Square by Michael Hall

Round Is a Mooncake: A Book of Shapes By Roseanne Thong and Grace Lin

Shapes in Art By Rebecca Rissman
*Shapes, Shapes Shapes by Tana Hoban







*Shape by Shape by Suse MacDonald








Shapes That Roll by Karen Nagel







*Ship Shapes by Stella Blackstone








*Ten black Dots by Donald Crews







Three Pigs, One Wolf, Seven Magic Shapes by Grace Maccarone 

*Triangle by Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen
*Walter’s Wonderful Web by Tim Hopgood



When a Line Bends . . . A Shape Begins by Rhonda Gowler Greene
Shapes Inspired Booklists

5 Great Picture Books to Learn About Shape & Space via Development and Research in Early Math Education, Stanford University

https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/5-great-picture-books-learn-about-shape-space 

11 Books that Teach Kids Shapes via PBS Parents

http://www.pbs.org/parents/adventures-in-learning/2014/07/11-books-teach-kids-shapes/ 

Read Right Now: Shapes via Indianapolis Public Library

(Note: Site includes e-book and activities; based off of Every Child Ready to Read)

http://www.indypl.org/readytoread/?p=2436 

Favorite Children’s Authors 
Children's Literature and Librarianship: Authors & Illustrators via Simmons College

https://simmons.libguides.com/ChildLitLib/authors 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators

https://www.scbwi.org/ 
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