Resources for Music Themed Storytime or Early Childhood Program

Environment & Classroom Design Resources

How to Set Up Your Preschool Music & Movement Learning Center

via Kaplan Early Learning Company

https://www.kaplanco.com/ii/preschool-music-movement-learning-center 
Musical Vendors & Distributors 
Kimbo Educational. www.kimboed.com
Kimbo offers a variety of music and movement products—CDs, videos, DVDs, rhythmic motor accessories.

Music in Motion. www.musicmotion.com
This commercial site has over 5,000 music, movement, and dance education resources for all ages including books, CDs, DVDs, videos, instruments, etc.

Professional Reading

The Benefits of Music Education via PBS Parents

http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/music-arts/the-benefits-of-music-education/ 
Early Childhood Education & Developmentally Appropriate Practices in Music via National Association for Music Education 

https://nafme.org/about/position-statements/early-childhood-education-position-statement/early-childhood-education/ 

Listen to Your Buds via American Speech- Language via Hearing Association

ASHA's award-winning Listen to Your Buds campaign educates children and parents about practicing safe listening habits when using personal listening devices, in order to avoid possible noise-induced hearing loss in the future.

https://www.asha.org/buds/ 

Music and Movement for Young Children’s Healthy Development via The Southern Early Childhood Association (printed & included at end of guide)
http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/upload/pdf/Music_and_Movement_for_Young_Childrens_Healthy_Development_Satomi_Izumi_Taylor_Vivian_Gunn_Morris_Cathy_D_Meredith_Claire_Hicks.pdf 
Music and Movement Instrumental in Language Development via Early Childhood News

http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychildhood/article_view.aspx?ArticleID=601 

Why Your Library Needs Music via School Library Journal

https://www.slj.com/2014/07/standards/early-learning/why-music-matters-library-music-programs-are-fun-and-support-early-learning/#_ 
Professional Resource Books

Exploring the Science of Sound: 100 Musical Activities for Young Children

by Abigail Flesch Connors

https://www.kaplanco.com/product/89713/exploring-the-science-of-sounds-paperback?c=16|TR1061 
Most preschool teachers have musical instruments in their classrooms, but may not realize they can use them for science explorations. Science, technology, engineering, arts, and math—STEAM—these explorations are crucial for laying a solid foundation for later learning. In this book, discover 100 activities that let children ages 3–6 explore the science of music and sound using materials easy to find for a preschool classroom. Children will use their bodies to create sounds, explore the relationship between size and pitch, investigate how tempo affects the way we listen to sounds, create musical instruments, and much more. From the drops of rainwater to the tinkling of wind chimes, the science of sound is all around. You will indulge young children’s curiosity and engage them in scientific inquiry as they explore, listen, observe, experiment, think, and discuss different kinds of sounds and the tools for making them. Through playful activities, explore:

Acoustics—what is sound?

Volume—loud and soft

Tempo—fast and slow

Timbre—sound quality

Pitch—high and low

30 Fun Ways to Learn About Music

by Anice Patterson & David Wheway

https://www.gryphonhouse.com/books/details/30-fun-ways-to-learn-about-music 

Music does more than teach children to sing or play an instrument. The music and movement activities in 30 Fun Ways to Learn About Music build children’s development in other areas, like literacy, math, physical fitness, and coordination. These activities also help children develop concentration and build confidence. In addition, playing and enjoying music in group settings helps children’s creative and social development. The activities in this book will have children dancing and singing as they discover melody and rhythm, both with instruments and with their own bodies. They will find the power of their voices with songs and chants that encourage memory-building and self-confidence. 

Each activity includes: materials list, vocabulary words, ideas for expanding the activity, and learning goals and concepts

Children love moving their bodies in new ways, and the power of music and song gets children to express themselves actively and creatively. Teachers will enjoy the energy these activities bring to the classroom, and children will love learning while having fun!

Wiggle, Giggle, and Shake: 200 Ways to Move and Learn

by Rae Pica

https://www.kaplanco.com/product/46270/wiggle-giggle-and-shake?c=16%7CTR1010 

200 ways to move and learn. Explore 38 popular themes to encourage children to problem solve, explore their feelings and participate physically in their own learning. 216 pgs.
Let's Start the Music: Programming for Primary Grades
by Amy Brown

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/lets-start-music-programming-primary-grades 

Music programs have been scaled back or eliminated altogether from the curricula of many schools. Luckily, storytimes offer ideal opportunities for music and songs. In this collection of easy-to-use, easy-to-adapt library programs for children in grades K-3, Brown connects songs and musical activities directly to books kids love to read. Offering several thematic programs, complete with stories, songs, and flannelboard and other activities, her book includes:

· Music activities, lists of music-related books, mix-and-match activities, and additional web resources

· Terrific tips on how to teach songs to young children

· Ways to develop original songs and rhythms to enliven children's books

Even if you can't carry a tune in a bushel basket, this handy resource has everything you need to start the music in your storytimes.
Mother Goose on the Loose!

by Betsy Diamant-Cohen

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/mother-goose-loose-updated 
Named an “outstanding resource” in a starred review by Library Journal, Mother Goose on the Loose (MGOL) incorporates books, rhymes, fingerplays, flannelboards, music, dance, and child-parent interaction into dynamic programs that bring whole families into the library. Her research-based approach to helping young children learn has made Diamant-Cohen’s book a best-seller, and now she’s revised and updated it to include additional research, information, and tips. Filled with ready-to-use plans and activities that build motor, music, social, emotional, and pre-literacy skills in infants and toddlers, this resource includes

· planning sheets for implementing the program;

· guidance on designing new MGOL sessions, plus five MGOL programs with complete scripts and instructions, easily adaptable as needed;

· suggestions for incorporating digital media such as tablets;

· tips for communicating with parents, library administrators, and stakeholders;

· research findings on the learning process for infants and toddlers, including the importance of repetition, ritual, play, reading, movement, and music; and

· links to additional online resources such as music, sample participant surveys, and promotional tools.
Librarians, educators, and caregivers across the country have already found MGOL easy to learn and easy to present, and so will you!
Books in Motion: Connecting Preschoolers with Books through Art, Games, Movement, Music, Playacting, and Props
by Julie Dietzel-Glair

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/books-motion-connecting-preschoolers-books-through-art-games-movement-music-playacting-and 

Librarians and educators can shake up storytimes, help children stay healthy, and encourage a lifelong love of reading with Dietzel-Glair's easy-to-use resource. Demonstrating exactly how to use children's books to engage preschool-age children through movement, it's loaded with storytimes that will have children standing up tall, balancing as they pretend to walk across a bridge, or even flying around the room like an airplane. Presenting hundreds of ideas, this all-in-one book is divided into six sections:

· "Art" spotlights titles that are natural hooks for art or craft activities alongside ideas on how to create art just like the character in the story, while an appendix includes art patterns that can be used as coloring sheets;

· "Games" includes searching games, follow-the-leader games, and guessing games to enhance the books in this section;

· "Movement" features books that kids can jump, stomp, clap, chomp, waddle, parade, wiggle, and stretch with;

· "Music" chooses books perfect for activities like shaking a maraca, singing, dancing between the pages, and creating new sound effects;

· "Playacting" lets kids pretend along with the characters in these books, whether it's washing their face, swimming with fish, or hunting a lion;

· "Props" encourages storytime leaders to bring out their puppets, flannelboard pieces, and scarves—these books have enough props for everyone in the program to have a part.

Each chapter includes as much instruction as possible for a wide range of motions. Pick and choose the amount of movement that is right for your storytime crowd, or do it all!
Librarian Blogs & Professional Development

Bounce ‘n Books. http://bouncenbooks.blogspot.com/ 
Music & movement storytime blog published by a librarian. 

Jbrary – Tune in for Storytime Success. https://jbrary.com/ 

Two children's librarians blogging about storytime and youth services. We share songs, rhymes, and program ideas for babies, toddlers, and beyond.
Mother Goose on the Loose. http://www.mgol.net/ 

An award-winning early-literacy program for children from birth to age 3 with their parents or caregivers. Created by MGL Executive Director, Dr. Betsy Diamant-Cohen, this innovative program is based on research which shows that children learn best through routine and repetition in a nurturing environment. Mother Goose on the Loose uses a variety of activities, such as rhymes, songs, puppets and instruments to foster speech development, motor coordination, self-confidence, and sensitivity to others.

Songs & Lyrics
Best Children’s Artists and Bands. 

https://www.ranker.com/list/children_s-music-bands-and-musicians/reference
Crowd-sourced list of “groups (who) have released an album of kids music to success.
Best Music Lists by Age. https://www.commonsensemedia.org/music-lists 

Common Sense is the leading independent nonprofit organization dedicated to helping kids thrive in a world of media and technology. 
Kididdles. www.kididdles.com
Database of lyrics for hundreds of children’s songs.

Mama Lisa’s World. www.mamalisa.com/world
Lyrics and music in English and their native language for children’s songs from around the world. Organized by continent and country.

National Institute of Environmental Health Kids’ Pages. http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/makenew.htm
You’ll find the lyrics and often a musical accompaniment to dozens of songs at this site. “Make New Friends” from “The Magic of Music” program is at this URL.

Nursery Rhymes for You. http://www.nurseryrhymes4u.com/NURSERY_RHYMES/index.html 

Words and musical accompaniment to “Rock-a-Bye Baby” and many other songs.

Songs for Teaching. www.songsforteaching.com/phonemicawareness.htm
Songs that build phonological awareness.

Crafts, Games, Programs, & Activities 
DLTK. www.dltk-teach.com/rhymes/heydiddle/index.htm
You’ll find cat and the fiddle coloring pages to print out and color and a mobile to print, cut out, and color for the “Fiddling Around” program.

Enchanted Learning. www.enchantedlearning.com
Search for “Old King Cole” and you’ll find a rebus rhyme that you can print out to use in the “At the Orchestra” program.

Kindermusic. https://www.kindermusik.com/ 

The world’s leading provider of music-based education for children from birth through age seven.

Musicgarten. https://www.musikgarten.org/ 

Musikgarten is the leader in early childhood music education — for children and teachers. 

Odd Music. www.oddmusic.com
Odd music is home to unique, odd, unusual, and experimental musical instruments and resources. Print out and post pictures of some really odd instruments.

PBS Music Games. http://pbskids.org/games/music/ 

Learn about music and play games with your favorite PBS KIDS characters like Elmo, Arthur, the Cat in the Hat and Daniel Tiger!
Skyline Music. www.skylinemusic.com/events/petting%20zoo/petting%20zoo.html
This is a commercial site that explains the Instrument Petting Zoo that they offer. With pictures and descriptions it may help you plan a program of your own.

Picture Books About Music
From Head to Toe by Eric Carle 

The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything by Linda Williams
Silly Sally by Audrey Wood

Zoom by Diane Adams

Oh! By Kevin Henkes

Shake my Sillies Out by Raffi

Honey, Honey, Lion! By Jan Brett

Clap Your Hands[image: image1.png]


 by Lorinda Bryan Cauley

Animal Action ABC[image: image2.png]


 by Karen Pandell

The Squiggle[image: image3.png]


 by Carole Lexa Scheafer

Music Inspired Booklists

Children’s Books with a Music Theme via Stanford Libraries LibGuides

http://library.stanford.edu/guides/childrens-books-musical-theme 

Children’s Books for Music and Movement via American Orff-Schulwerk Association

http://aosa.org/resources/childrens-books-music-movement/ 

Music and Musicians: Books & Activities via Reading Rockets

http://www.startwithabook.org/booklists/music-and-musicians 

Picture Books for Rock and Roll Parents and Their Kids via Brightly

http://www.readbrightly.com/rock-and-roll-picture-books-for-kids-and-parents/ 
Favorite Children’s Authors & Musicians
A List of Children’s Song Storybooks. www.musickit.com/songstory.html
Looking for other song storybooks? This extensive list should help!

Eric Litwin’s Home Page. https://www.ericlitwin.com/ 

Original author of the Pete the Cat series as well as the author of The Nuts and Groovy Joe
Jan Brett’s Home Page. www.janbrett.com
Use some of Brett’s “Berlioz the Bear” activity pages to print and hand out.
Jim Gill’s Home Page. http://www.jimgill.com/ 

Music Play for All Young Children. 

Laurie Berkner’s Home Page. http://www.laurieberkner.com/ 

“The Queen of Children’s Music.”
