Resources for Alphabet & Letters Themed Storytime or Early Childhood Program

*Consider cross-referencing resources available in the KDLA School Readiness Kit, “Shapes” for additional inspiration and support.

Handout for Parents/Caregivers & Classroom Teachers – Professional Reading
Virtual Kit: Alphabet Knowledge and Early Literacy Birth to Five via University of Kansas (Note: Powerpoing available on Kit USB Drive)

http://kskits.dept.ku.edu/ta/virtualKits/alphabetKnowledge.shtml 

Resources to Help Kids Learn About the Alphabet: Apps, Printables, and More via Scholastic

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/blogs/scholastic-parents-learning-toolkit/resources-to-help-kids-learn-about-alphabet
Teaching about Letters via The Department of Education

https://www2.ed.gov/teachers/how/early/teachingouryoungest/page_pg10.html
Powerful Things to do While Reading Aloud via Reading Rockets
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/simple-yet-powerful-things-do-while-reading-aloud
Storytime Resources via Saroj Ghoting, Early Childhood Literacy Consultant
http://www.earlylit.net/storytime-resources/ 

Professional Resource Books

Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

*Alphabet Art: With A-Z Animal Art & Fingerplays (Williamson Little Hands Series)
 by Judy Press and Sue Dennen

Includes crafts, songs or fingerplays, book connections, and activity ideas for each letter of the alphabet.
Art Across the Alphabet : Over 100 Art Experiences that Enrich Early Literacy
by Kelly Justus Campbell
Art Across the Alphabet contains art-centered activities for children aged three to six to reinforce letter recognition, build phonemic awareness and pre-reading skills, and associate reading with FUN! The book links art and literacy seamlessly, explores the magic of language, and offers unique opportunities to create readers while creating art-from Airplane Wings to Zany Zoo Animals! Children explore each letter creatively through:

· A Letter of the Week focus that lets each letter take center stage

· An Alphabet Gallery Activity that helps children discover each letter of the alphabet with a group activity, which is then displayed in an Alphabet Gallery around the room

· Fun Letter Activities for every letter of the alphabet, which can be incorporated throughout your pre-reading curriculum
· The Bridge Home, which are letters that contain ideas to send to parents so they can be involved in the learning process and reinforce the lessons at home

Literacy Play: Over 300 Dramatic Play Activities That Teach Pre-Reading Skills
by Amy Cox and Sherrie West

Children love to pretend, and dramatic play is the perfect environment for practicing and applying literacy concepts. Whether they decide to be firefighters, to open a pet store, or to have a tea party, children will increase their vocabulary, communicate with their friends, and learn to recognize environmental print - all important skills for pre-readers. Literacy Play is chock-full of creative dramatic play activities that teach important pre-reading skills while bringing children's imaginations to life!
*Starting With Stories: Engaging Multiple Intelligences Through Children’s Books by Pam Schiller and Pat Phipps

Pam Schiller’s Starting With Stories is an excellent resource to use in developing storytimes for the diverse audiences you will encounter in public libraries.  

Librarian Blogs & Professional Development

Bounce ‘n Books. http://bouncenbooks.blogspot.com/ 

Music & movement storytime blog published by a librarian. 

Jbrary – Tune in for Storytime Success. https://jbrary.com/ 

Two children's librarians blogging about storytime and youth services. We share songs, rhymes, and program ideas for babies, toddlers, and beyond.
Mother Goose on the Loose. http://www.mgol.net/ 

An award-winning early-literacy program for children from birth to age 3 with their parents or caregivers. Created by MGL Executive Director, Dr. Betsy Diamant-Cohen, this innovative program is based on research which shows that children learn best through routine and repetition in a nurturing environment. Mother Goose on the Loose uses a variety of activities, such as rhymes, songs, puppets and instruments to foster speech development, motor coordination, self-confidence, and sensitivity to others.

Songs & Fingerplays
Nursery Rhymes for You. http://www.nurseryrhymes4u.com/NURSERY_RHYMES/index.html 

Words and musical accompaniment to “Rock-a-Bye Baby” and many other songs.

Songs for Teaching. www.songsforteaching.com/phonemicawareness.htm
Songs that build phonological awareness.

If Your Name Starts With...

Sung to the tune of "If You're Happy and You Know It"

If your name starts with A shout hooray.

If your name starts with B clap with me.

If your name starts with C touch your knee.

If your name starts with D say yipee.

If your name starts with E touch your teeth.

If your name starts with F say “Wake Up Jeff!”.

If your name starts with G blow a kiss to me.

If your name starts with H say “Neigh”

If your name starts with I blink your eye.

If your name starts with J say "Gidday".

If your name starts with K then start to sway.

If your name starts with L ring a bell

If your name starts with M look at them.

If your name starts with N cluck like a hen.

If your name starts with O touch your toe.

If your name starts with P say “whoopee!”

If your name starts with Q say “achoo!”.

If your name starts with R drive a car.

If your name starts with S make a mess.

If your name starts with T watch out for the bee!

If your name starts with U say “Whooooo”.

If your name starts with V pat your knee.

If your name starts with W, X, Y or Z Then stand up, take a bow and say "That's me!"

If you know the names of the children you are having for storytime then you can edit this song to suit the children. It can be quite long otherwise.

A-B-C

A B - ABC - Say these letters with me

D E - EFG - It's easy, can't you see?

H I - JKL - I know them really well

Oooooh Yeah - I love these letters

M N - OPQ - I know the letters like you

R S - TUV - Let's shout it - 123!

W X - Y and Z - Let's have a Jubilee!

Oooooh Yeah - I love these letters

Oooooh Yeah - I love these letters!

Alphabet Rhyme

A is for apple, B is for ball,

C is for cat, D is for doll.

E is for egg, F is for feet,

G is for girl, and H is for heat.

I is for igloo, and J is for jump,

K is for kangaroo, L is for lump.

M is for mighty, N is for nest,

O is for octopus, P is for pest.

Q is for queen, and R is for rail,

S is for sitting, and T is for tail.

U is for uncle, umbrella and use,

V is for vacation, valentine and views,

W is for window, whistle and way,

X is for xylophone that we like to play.

Y is for yellow and yelling and you.

Z is for zero and zipper and zoo.

Alphabet Forwards and Backwards

Traditional tune
A B C D E F G

H I J K L M N O P

Q R S T U V

W X Y and Z

Now, I've said my ABC's.

Next time sing them backwards with me.

Z Y X W V U T

S R Q P O N M

L K J I H G

F E D C B A.

Now, I've said my ZYX's,

Bet that's not what you expected!

Apples and Bananas 

I like to eat eat eat apples and bananas,

I like to ate ate ate apples and bananas,

(all a's pronounced with a long a as in ate)

I like to eat eat eat epples and banenes,

I like to ite ite ite ipples and baninis,

I like to ote ote ote opples and banonos,

I like to ute ute ute upples and banunus,

I like to eat eat eat apples and bananas.\

Crafts, Flannelboards, Games, & Activities 
ABC Book Collage

http://familycrafts.about.com/od/alphabetactivities/a/alphabook.htm
Reader Engagement Activities via Demco

http://ideas.demco.com/trends-topics/reader-engagement/ 

You can find more ideas for crafts and activities on our Alphabet Pinterest Board:

http://pinterest.com/kdlakids/alphabet/
Alphablocks:  Challenge the children to make alphabet letters with blocks.

Cereal-Spell:  Give each child a handful of alphabet cereal.  Invite the children to find all the letters of their names.  After they spell their names with the cereal, invite them to eat the cereal.  

Alphabet Caterpillar - What Letter Comes Next? 

Start by putting the grass on the bottom of the felt board and the caterpillar head on the upper left corner of the felt board.  Start by asking the children:
"Do you want to help me build a caterpillar?
Let's start with the letter A" (put up letter A next to caterpillar head) ... "What letter comes next?" ... (children shout out letter B ... put up letter B). "Our Caterpillar is growing! Let's make him bigger ... what letter comes next?" (children shout out the letter C ... put up letter C) ... continue this way until all of the letters are on the felt board. 

Sing the Alphabet Song while pointing to each letter... then randomly point to a letter and have children shout out what letter you are pointing to... when finished tell the children "Thank you for helping my build a caterpillar".
Playdough Letters:  Show the children how to shape letters out of playdough.  Demonstrate rolling the dough into balls and pinching the dough to make a design or break it apart .  Working with the dough is more important than making letters.  It strengthens all three hand muscles that will be needed for writing.  Older children will enjoy watching you shape the first letters of their names.
Alphabet Jump:  Print alphabet letters on paper plates.  Spell each child’s name on the floor using the letter plates.  Encourage the children to “jump” the letters of their names.  Call out each letter as they jump on it.

Pass the Letter Game:
You can play this game with any number children. Have a complete set of alphabet letters. Give several to each child. Have them each select one and leave the remainder in a pile in front of them. Begin playing some music. While the music is playing, have the children pass the letters around the circle. When the music stops, have each child hold up his/her letter and say which letter it is. Now have them choose another letter from their pile and begin passing them to the music again. Continue on to give all of the children practice in recognizing letters.

Picture Books about Letter and//or the Alphabet
Note: Asterisk (*) indicates book included in kit

A to Z board book by Sandra Boynton 

A is for Apple (Trace and Flip Fun!) by Georgie Birkett [image: image1.png]



*Alphamals A to Z by Graham Carter

Al Pha’s Bet by Amy Krouse Rosenthal
Alphabet City by Stephen Johnson

The Alphabet Tree by Leo Lionni[image: image2.png]



*Alphabet Under Construction by Denise Fleming

Alphablock by Christopher Franceschelli 

AlphaOops!: The Day Z Went First by Alethea Kontis 

Bad Kitty by Nick Bruel

*Creature ABC by Andrew Zuckerman


*Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin





Dr. Seuss’s ABC by Dr. Seuss
*Eating the Alphabet by Lois Ehlert


The Hidden Alphabet by Laura Vaccaro Seeger
*Little I by Michael Hall







*LMNO Peas by Keith Baker










*Max’s ABC by Rosemary Wells

Once Upon an Alphabet: Short Stories for All the Letters by Oliver Jeffers
*Q is for Duck: An Alphabet Guessing Game by Mary Elting



*Shiver Me Letters: A Pirate ABC by June Sobel and Henry Cole





*The Sleepy Little Alphabet: A Bedtime Story from Alphabet Town by Judy Sierra

*Superhero ABC by Bob McLeod









The Turn-Around, Upside-Down Alphabet Book by Lisa Campbell Ernst
*You, Me, and the ABC’s by Michael J. Rosen
Alphabet Inspired Booklists
31 Days, 31 Lists: Day Six – 2017 Alphabet Books via Fuse 8 Blog

http://blogs.slj.com/afuse8production/2017/12/06/31-days-31-lists-day-six-2017-alphabet-books/#_ 

Simple Books for Kids Learning Their ABC's via Common Sense Media

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/alphabet-books 

Obsessed: 12 Books for Kids Who (Really) Love the Alphabet via Line Up the Books (Note: Titles selected in scope of autistic children)
https://www.lineupthebooks.com/obsessed-12-books-for-kids-who-really-love-the-alphabet/ 

Favorite Children’s Authors 
Children's Literature and Librarianship: Authors & Illustrators via Simmons College

https://simmons.libguides.com/ChildLitLib/authors 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators

https://www.scbwi.org/ 
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