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Introduction: This resource guide is designed to provide you with tools to help people engage with the past and connect with others. There are keywords and questions to generate conversations, articles, oral history interviews, trivia questions, a bingo board, along with program and craft ideas to help you create a program centered on the 1960s. There are a variety of ideas provided here, so use those that will work best for your audience(s). 

Conversation prompts: 

-Tell me about going to the drive-in theatre or the movie theatre. 

-Who was your favorite movie star? 

-What songs or artists did you like to listen to during this time? The Beatles, the Supremes, The Four Tops, The Temptations, The Rolling Stones, Lesley Gore, The Mamas and the Papas, Simon & Garfunkel, Bob Dylan, Joni Mitchell?

-Did your school have a dress code? If so, what was it? 

-What were your favorite clothes to wear outside of school? 

-How did you wear your hair? 

-What was your favorite song to hear on the radio or to play on your record player? 

-Where did you and your friends go for burgers, shakes, etc.?

-Who was your favorite baseball star? Football star? Athlete? 

Keywords, trends, and phrases from the 1960s

American Bandstand

Lava Lamps

Hair Ironing

Twister (game)

Motown Sound 

Surfing

Bellbottom Pants

Mood Rings

White gloves

Flower power 

Platform Shoes

Counter culture

Nehru jackets

Woodstock Festival

Afros

The Smothers Brothers

Men wearing beads

GI Joe

Baby boomer 

Klackers. Click Clacks, Klappers, Klik Klaks

The women's movement / Women's lib

The Beatles

Summer of Love

Granny Glasses

LSD usage

Slogan Buttons

Coco Chanel

Oleg Cassini gowns

Hell's Angels

Doll-like makeup

Bubble Chair

Peasant skirts

Black Lights

Sea monkeys

Twist (dance) 

Space hopper (kangaroo ball)

Pop art 

Hippie beads

Miniskirts

The Ed Sullivan Show

Slot Cars

Granny dresses

British Invasion (music) 

Superballs

Sit-in movement

Laugh-In

Minidress, minicoat, minipants

The mod look

The Mickey Mouse Club

Coloring books for adults 

James Bond and spy movies 

Tanning cream

Hippies

Gum wrapper chain

Wide belts

Hip hugger pants

Legalized Marijuana Movement

Bouffant Hairdo

Drive-in theaters

Bouncy ball 

Psychedelic

Balsa Wood Airplanes

The space program

Frilly shirts

Wearing eyeglasses with no lenses in them. 

Beach parties/beach movies

Boogaloo 

Drive-in theater

Banana Seats on Bicycles

Chinese fire drill

Telstar / Satellites

Unisex clothing

Troll Dolls

The Twist (dance craze)

Fallout Shelters

Turtlenecks

Ouija Boards

Equal Rights Amendment 

Chunky shoes

Bobcat vests

Jello

Go-Go boots

Clunky wooden jewelry

Paisley (design) 

Ball Chair 

Rickie Tickie Stickers

Smiley faces

Bright ties

Leisure suits

Tie-dye 

Yo-yos

Army/Navy surplus

The "Jackie Kennedy look"

Peace sign

Love Beads

A single strand of pearls

Chanel suits

Flower children

Scully (a game with bottle caps)

Peace Symbol

Barbie Dolls

Women wearing long straight hair

Twiggy-boyish figure, cropped hair

Pin-striped jumpsuits

Oral history interviews
-Share some clips from the following oral history interviews, which are available from the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky Libraries. After playing clips or the entire interview, encourage your audience members to share their own memories. Use the keywords and phrases listed above to help generate conversation too. 

Shared with permission from the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky Libraries.All rights to the interviews, including but not restricted to legal title, copyrights and literary property rights, have been transferred to the University of Kentucky Libraries.  Interviews may only be reproduced with permission from Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, Special Collections and Digital Programs, University of Kentucky Libraries.

**You may come across language in UK Libraries Special Collections Research Center collections and online resources that you find harmful or offensive. SCRC collects materials from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make available the historical record. These materials document the time period when they were created and the view of their creator. As a result, some may demonstrate racist and offensive views that do not reflect the values of UK Libraries.

Interview with William H. McIntyre, Jr., June 17, 2014

Project: Scott County (KY) Civil Rights Oral History Project

Interview Accession: 2014oh081_sccr001

Link to the interview: https://kentuckyoralhistory.org/ark:/16417/xt766t0gx61d

Time stamps for relevant clips to share: 18:05-19:26; 32:32-33:50

Interview with Frederick W. "Rick" Bell, March 21, 2019

Project: University of Kentucky: The Turbulent Years (1965-1975) Oral History Project

Interview Accession: 2019oh0131_ukty0007

Link to the interview: https://kentuckyoralhistory.org/ark:/16417/xt76b4x3v7vg3

Time stamps for relevant clips to share: 1:09-1:28:45; 1:19-1:21:18
Interview with Georgia Davis Powers, August 11, 2010

Project: Georgia Davis Powers Oral History Project

Interview Accession: 2010oh119_gdp001

Link to the interview: https://kentuckyoralhistory.org/ark:/16417/xt7wm32n8x3d

Time stamps for relevant clips to share: 56:11-57:00; 1:26:50-1:30:22
Programming Ideas

· Use the videos, books, or CDs included with the kit. Play The Beatles music in the background during your program, and ask folks to share what their favorite Beatles song is. Show clips from the DVD, The Sixties: The Years that Shaped a Generation, and discuss peoples’ thoughts on what was shared. 
· Show the images from the book Time Visions of the ‘60s, and discuss what is happening in the pictures. 
· Host a book discussion of 1960s classics, bestsellers or controversial books. 
· Ariel by Sylvia Plath 

· The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X and Alex Haley

· The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan

· The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin

· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

· In Cold Blood by Truman Capote

· Portnoy’s Complaint by Philip Roth

· Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut

· Slouching Towards Bethlehem by Joan Didion

· Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein
· To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
The list above was taken from: 

A Century of Reading: The 10 Books that Defined the 1960s. By Emily Temple. October 23, 2018. LitHub. Retrieved from: https://lithub.com/a-century-of-reading-the-10-books-that-defined-the-1960s/ 

· Hairdos and makeup—have a beauty salon recreate the makeup and hairstyles on participants—can make this a multigenerational program
· Film discussion of 1960s movies
· 2001: A Space Odyssey
· The Apartment
· Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb
· Goldfinger
· The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
· The Graduate
· Lawrence of Arabia
· Planet of the Apes
· Psycho
· To Kill a Mockingbird
· If your library has the Rock Band game/software—have participants play Beatles Rock Band or any 1960s songs on Rock Band.
· Oral History Projects—record community members memories of the 1960s
· Watch the 1960 presidential debates and discuss them.
· Achievements of the 1960s—have community experts, professors or teachers talk about different achievements in various fields that were made in the1960s
· Invite a music teacher or professor speak about the music of the 1960s
· Vacation photographs or slides-If you are lucky enough to have a working slide projector, have library users bring in family vacation slides from the 1960s, view them and reminisce. As an alternative, encourage your group members to bring in photographs from the time period that they are comfortable showing to others. 
· Watch 1960s commercials and discuss them. 
· The Museum of the Moving Image website has political commercials from U.S. Presidential candidates from 1952-present. You may want to share clips of these commercials. http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/
· The Library of Congress has a Moving Image website, which lists sites where you can access television commercials. https://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/commercials.html
· Have an 1960s arts and crafts show—have community members bring in posters, handmade items and vintage clothing and display them as an art show.
· Have Home Economics teacher or Cooperative Extension agents speak about textiles and clothes from the 1960s.
· Present programs on historical events of the 1960s: President John F. Kennedy’s election and assassination, the Civil Rights Movement and the Civil Rights Act, the War on Poverty, the moon landing, the Berlin Wall and the Cold War, and the Vietnam War.
· Collect and display pictures of your community during the 1960s. 
· Have a storytime for adults—read children’s books from the 1960s. 
· Have a 1960s craft night for families. 
· Have a scrapbooking session where families bring in pictures from the era and make a scrapbook
· Discuss the fads of the 1960s and compare them to fads of later years
· Play some 1960s music and have a dance party
· Have a Mad Men Party—ideas at end of resource guide
Craft ideas
Make A Mood Ring

Any child of the '60s will remember mood rings. Invented by Marvin Wernick, mood rings became popular with the hippie culture. Mood rings utilized thermotropic strips as thermometers to give the stones the ability to change colors as the body's temperature changed. However, some claim mood rings change color as the wearer's emotional condition changes. 

Mood rings cannot accurately portray a person's mood but are quite amazing. Although acquiring liquid crystals can be difficult, creating your own mood ring will probably be more accurate. To create your own mood ring, try the following four-step method.

Materials Needed:

- Hot glue gun and plastic glue sticks

- Heat-sensitive stone

- Ring base

The Procedure:

Step 1

Your local craft store should have heat sensitive stones. Try TouchStone Liquid Crystal or Spectra Stone. If your craft store does not carry these, go online. In addition, you can find adjustable ring bases at a craft store on-line. Place the glue gun on a newspaper and plug it in so it can be warming up and ready.

Step 2

The ring base will have a circle where the stone will be glued. Adjust the ring base so the circle is upright and easy to work with; you can adjust the band if needed to make this easier. 

Step 3

Using the glue gun, drop a pea-sized bit of glue to the ring base inside the circle. Place stone on top of glue and press firmly for a couple of minutes until the glue sets. If you are doing this with your children, remember to be careful while using a hot glue gun.

Step 4

Leaving ring on newspaper, allow to air dry for at least one hour.

Mood ring colors are suppose to define your emotions. Check your emotions using the following list.

Black typically means you are stressed out.

Gray or amber typically means anxiety or nervousness.

Green usually means average or active without being under stress.

 Teal sometimes means calmness.

Blue typically means you are happy, relaxed and lovable.

Dark blue usually means you are very happy, passionate and romantic.
Make A Lava Lamp

Learn how to make a wave bottle using oil and water and a secret ingredient that makes the whole thing fizz, bubble, and erupt.

Materials:

Clean, plastic soda bottle (16 oz size works well)

Soda bottle cap

Vegetable oil (the cheaper the better)

Food coloring

Alka-Seltzer tablet

Water

1. Fill the bottle 3/4 full with vegetable oil.

2. Fill the rest of the bottle with water (almost to the top but not overflowing).

3. Add about 10 drops of food coloring. Be sure to make the water fairly dark in color. Notice that the food coloring only colors the water and not the oil.

4. Divide the Alka-Seltzer tablet into 8 pieces.

5. Drop one of the tiny pieces of Alka-Seltzer into the oil and water mixture. Watch what happens. When the bubbling stops, add another chunk of Alka-Seltzer. It’s just like a lava lamp!

6. When you have used up all of the Alka-Seltzer and the bubbling has completely stopped, screw on the soda bottle cap. Tip the bottle back and forth and watch the wave appear. The tiny droplets of liquid join together to make one big lava-like blob.

How does it work?

First of all, you confirmed what you already knew... oil and water do not mix. The molecules of water do not like to mix with the molecules of oil. Even if you try to shake up the bottle, the oil breaks up into small little drops, but the oil doesn’t mix with the water. Also, food coloring only mixes with water. It does not color the oil. 

When you pour the water into the bottle with the oil, the water sinks to the bottom and the oil floats to the top. This is the same as when oil from a ship spills in the ocean. The oil floats on top of the water. Oil floats on the surface because water is heavier than oil. Scientists say that the water is more dense than the oil.

Here’s the surprising part... The Alka-Seltzer tablet reacts with the water to make tiny bubbles of carbon dioxide gas. These bubbles attach themselves to the blobs of colored water and cause them to float to the surface. When the bubbles pop, the color blobs sink back to the bottom of the bottle. Now that’s a burst of color! Your own homemade lava lamp... groovy baby! 
Make A Charlie Brown Christmas Tree

Make a Charlie Brown Christmas Tree
This instructable shows how to find the true meaning of Christmas.  It's not about fancy aluminum Christmas trees, real estate, a blue ribbon for the best decorated dog house, or cash in 10s and 20s.  It's about hope, and who has more hope than anyone else?



This instructable is not about a sad little tree.  It's about a tree which still has some hope.
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Step 1  Materials
Materials: -A cedar/pine branch (real or fake)

Pruners (or metal clippers if using fake)

Piece of wood -Red ball ornament and ornament hook

Electric drill

Drill bits

Dried beans (or pebbles)

Wood glue (if necessary)



   Step 2  Prep the branch
Bend the branch so it can hang down better. Prune away extra leaves and branches so that it looks sparse.



   Step 3  Drill the hole
Approximate how large of a hole you'll need.  The drill bit should be a little larger than the end of the branch. Drill the hole in the center of the piece of wood.



   Step 4  Insert branch
Insert the branch into the hole.  Use wood glue to hold it in place if necessary.



   Step 5   Weight the ornament
Add beans (or pebbles) to the inside of the ball ornament.  You won't need too many.



   Step 6  Attach ornament
Wrap the ornament hanging wire around a minor upper branch.  You might have to readjust the amount of beans (or pebbles) inside the ornament to get the right effect.

Make A Macrame Ring




How to Macrame a Ring

[image: image8.png]


Macramé is an easy craft that nearly anyone can do. If you like making jewelry, you might know how to make a necklace or a bracelet, but you can make rings, too. This very simple ring can be made in minutes with a bit of fine cord and a pretty bead or button.

Instructions

Things You'll Need:

Thin cord- .5 mm is good.

Bead or button - a shank button is best.

Step 1

Measure the width of the finger you'll be wearing it on. (it should be about 2 ¼ - 2 ½ inches around.)

Step 2




[image: image10.png]


Choose a bead or button to be the "jewel" of your ring. A "shank" button works best. It has a loop protruding from the back, so the knot will be hidden. Make sure the hole is big enough to fit four strands through.

Step 3




[image: image12.png]


This is ready to slip on the bead or button.

Measure two lengths of cord, one about ten inches, the other about two feet. Fold the short cord in half and fasten it to a hard surface, using masking tape or a bulldog clip.

Step 4
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This shows larger cord.

Knot the long cord around it, creating a loop, and macramé, using square knots. Be sure to alternate the knots as shown above, so your cord doesn't twist.
To alternate: the one that's on top (coming toward you) goes UNDER the filler cords.

Step 5
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Continue until it's the right length from the end of the loop to the last macramé knot... then add about ¼ inch. Wrap it around your finger to see if it's the right size. If it is, slip the loop at the top end onto the bead or button. Slip the four strands at the other end through the hole of the bead or button. Knot them tightly. Cut the cords, and you have a new ring!

	
HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN GUM WRAPPER CHAIN


	1. OPEN wrapper.
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	2. RIP in HALF along length.
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	3. FOLD in HALF along length.
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	4. OPEN and FOLD lower HALF into middle.
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	5. FOLD upper HALF in towards middle.
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	6. FOLD in HALF along length again.
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	7. FOLD in HALF
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	8. FOLD ends in HALF towards middle.
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	9. Now with two links, fit the 2 PRONGS into the SLOTS of the other.

[image: image25.jpg]



	10. Add additional links to construct your own WORLD RECORD gum wrapper chain. HAVE FUN! [image: image26.jpg]





Food in the 1960s
The information below was taken from:

Olver, Lynne. (February 27, 2015). Food Timeline: FAQs: Popular 20th Century American Foods. POPULAR BRANDS. Retrieved from:

https://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#60sbrands

These foods were advertised in Better Homes & Gardens, April 1960:

Campbell's Frozen Oyster Stew Soup (can, "An oyster stew for folks with strong feelings on the subject," recipes for Oyster Sauce Supreme & Oysters a la King), Ralston-Purina Ry-Krisp crackers (box, "if you like to watch your weight...Don't give up on butter...spread it on Ry-Krisp), Underwood Deviled Ham (white paper, red devil-wrapped can, instructions for "Egg-in-a-Basket

Everywoman's Family Circle, February 1961:

H-O Cream Farina cereal (box), Metrecal (Dietary for weight control, cans, liquid or powder: "New concept for weight control"), Campbell's Soups: Cream of Mushroom, Cream of Celery, Tomato (includes meatloaf recipes: Cheeseburger Loaf, Tuna-Celery Loaf, Tomato-Ham Loaf), Kool-Aid (Grape, "Still costs only five cents"), Stokely Van Camp's Pork and Beans, Tums (3 Rolls 30 cents). 
Better Homes & Gardens, July 1962:

D-Zerta (diet gelatin dessert, box, strawberry flavor, Jell-O desserts), Adolph's Salt Substitute (small bottle), Wrigley's Spearmint Chewing Gun (promoted for relieving tension and aiding digestion), Tupperware (plastic food savers, reference to Tupperware Home Parties).

Better Homes & Gardens, December 1963:

Quick Quaker Oats & Quick Mother's Oats (cardboard canisters, recipes for Saucy Little Meat Loaves, Frost Date Muffins and Lazy Daisy Oatmeal Cake), and Del Monte Seedless raisins (box, recipe for Raisin Volcanoes), Karo Syrup (clear glass bottle, red label, recipe for Karo Popcorn Mixture, instructions for making Treasure Balls, Snowman & Christmas Tree).
Good Housekeeping, May 1964:

Swift's Premium cold cuts, ham & hot dogs, French's Potatoes Au Gratin and Scalloped Potatoes (instant potatoes & cheese mix, add water and bake), Life Cereal (Quaker Oats), Gerber baby foods, Borden's Whipped Potatoes (instant mashed potatoes), Birds Eye vacuum sealed mixed vegetables (frozen in a plastic pouch...boil them in the bag).

Better Homes & Gardens, February 1965:

Le Sueur Very Young Early Peas (can), Jell-O (box, new flavors: Tropical Fruit & Orange-Banana), Kraft Miniature Marshmallows (cello bag), Kraft Pizza with Cheese (frozen), Kraft Macaroni & Cheese Dinner, Kraft Noodle & Chicken Dinner, Kraft Spaghetti and Meat Sauce (box). 
Better Homes & Gardens, November 1966:

Chiffon Margarine (soft product in plastic tubs, "new"), Reynolds Wrap (aluminim foil, roll), Kellogg's Croutettes (box), Arm & Hammer Baking Soda (for heartburn), Metrecal Cookies (box, diet product, Chocolate & Chocolate Mint), Grey Poupon Prepared Dijon Mustard (glass jar), General Foods Toastem Pop-Ups (6 to a box, strawberry, blueberry, apple, grape & red raspberry.

Ladies' Home Journal, January 1967:

Carnation Instant Breakfast (6 packets in a box, chocolate flavor, "New Carnation instant breakfast makes milk a meal too good to miss"), Kellogg's Corn Flake Crumbs (recipe for Corn-Crisped Chicken with California Cling Peaches). For cooking & serving: Pyrex Ware, by Corning & Aluminum foil, by Reynolds, Baggies plastic bags.

Better Homes & Gardens, September 1968:

Slender from Carnation (liquid diet powder; mix with milk "only 225 calories"), Wonder Bread "Helps build strong bones 12 ways"), Hormel's SPAM Italiano, "Accordian pleated with Mozzarella cheese."

Gourmet, March 1969

G. Washington's Rich Brown Seasoning and Broth (& Golden variety, packets, recipe for Pork Chops and Apple Casserole), Broadbent & Bingham's [KY] ham (mail order), Gourmet Garden Seasonings (featuring freeze dried shallots and famous 'San Francisco Seasoning'), Pepperidge Farm Patty Shells (frozen, ready to fill & bake, suggested for Balkalva, Beef Wellington, Gateuan Niciose and Hors d'oeuvres), 

Better Homes & Gardens, October 1969:

Pillsbury Create-a-Cake mix (recipes using Pillsbury cake and frosting products: Fudge Ripple Cake, Topsy-Turvy Pineapple Cake, Easy Cheesy Lemon Bars), Arnold Golden Brick Oven White bread, Park's Sausages, Nescafe coffee (instant), and the Amana Radar range microwave oven "Flameless Electric Cooking."
Mad Men Party
AMC's Mad Men follows Dan Draper, the biggest ad man, and ladies man, at the Sterling Cooper Draper Pryce Advertising Agency, as he tries to stay atop his game in both the boardroom and bedroom in 1960s New York. 

Playlist 
Make a playlist on iTunes, YouTube or from the kit’s 1960s CDs. If you opt out of a 1960s playlist, consider playing smooth jazz at your party.

1963 Menu 





M

Menu
Serve finger foods at your premiere party. Here is a list of 1960's-inspired sophisticated and tasty party food.
You can also refer to the cookbook: The Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad Sixties Cookbook: More than 100 Retro Recipes for the Modern cook by Rick Rodgers and Heather Maclean
· Deviled Eggs  

· Donuts - French Crullers, bite-sized doughnut holes, or Old-Fashioned Doughnuts work best. Take these out of the box and stagger them on a silver serving tray. 

· Bagel and lox platter - Take a long a large rectangular serving platter and lay out your beautiful salmon slices along the center. Then, pre-cut your bagels and place them on a circular tray next to the salmon. 

· Shrimp Cocktail 

· Stuffed Mushrooms 

· Slices of cheese, cucumber spread and crackers. 

· Sandwich Platter - You can either order a sub and cut the sub into slices, or arrange cold-cuts on a rectangular serving platter and accompany them with sliced rolls along with jars of Dijon mustard. 

· Chocolate-covered strawberries

· Don't be afraid to serve some (if not all) of your drinks in paper cups, especially water. 


More Mad Men Inspired Tips 




More Mad Men Inspired Tips 
· Invitations--Put your party invitations on business cards. 
· Dressing Up--Have your party guests dress up in 1960s attire. 

· Slogan Game

· As your guests arrive, hand them a list of advertising slogans (a good site to use-- http://www.taglineguru.com/survey05.html)   with a pen or pencil and have them guess what product each slogan advertises. It'll be entertaining to see them struggle because these are so familiar yet no one can really place them. 
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Decorations 

Office Party Decor 





· Office Party Decor--Keep your décor clean and simple. Even though the 1960s gave rise to a hippie and drug culture, the sophisticated Mad Men of Madison Avenue do not adhere to that.

· Use plates, cups, and utensils with bright colors and groovy designs. 

· Paper pom-poms and paper streamers (after all, it is an office party). 

· If possible, fill your party space with vintage ads from the 1960s. 
--Try PinkPonk's 1950-1970 Advertisements photo stream on Flickr—(http://www.flickr.com/photos/pinkponk/sets/72157600267969060/)  
--Found in Mom's Basement: Advertising from the 1960s—(http://pzrservices.typepad.com/vintageadvertising/advertising_from_the_1960s/)

· Print some of your favorites out on pieces of gloss paper.1960s Bingo C
Play 1960s Bingo

1. Print out your People and events of the 1960s bingo boards.

2. Give one card to each player.

3. Call off words randomly, for example by using a call list. You can either just say a word, like "Hippies", or you can make up a more involved clue involving Hippies.

4. When a word is called, each player should find it and mark it.
5. The first player(s) to clear five words in any direction (horizontal, vertical, diagonal) wins.
	24th Amendment
	25th Amendment
	Baby boom
	Barbie
	Bay of Pigs

	Book depository
	Charles Manson
	Demonstration
	G. I. Joe
	Gloria Steinem

	Grassy knoll
	Haight-Ashbury
	Hippies
	Jack Ruby
	Joan Baez

	John F. Kennedy
	Lee Harvey Oswald
	Love
	Peace
	Richard Nixon

	Smothers Brothers
	Soviet missile crisis
	Vietnam War
	Where the Wild Things Are
	Woodstock


Articles

The following articles feature perspectives from Kentuckians on events from the 1960s. 

You may want to have your audience read portions of the selected articles and then discuss their memories of the events discussed in the articles. 

Article 1

Then and now, march relevant to Kentuckian Newby tasted equality while overseas in service, knew there was no turning back

By Merlene Davis. March 2, 2014. Lexington Herald-Leader (KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 
On March 5, 1964, the Rev. Louis A. Newby was just a young face in a crowd of 10,000 mostly black people who had gathered in Frankfort in a united show of force.

They were hoping the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, and baseball great Jackie Robinson could help them push for a state law mandating equal access to public accommodations.

A bill had been introduced in the General Assembly that would desegregate public facilities in Kentucky. No southern state had passed such a measure, but a coalition of civil rights organizations, black and white churches, ministers and civic leaders - known as Allied Organizations for Civil Rights - decided to have a march on Frankfort to change that.

Newby, then 31, had tasted the equality that AOCR was trying to bring to Kentucky. He had spent two years in Europe while enlisted in the Army and had been treated just like everyone else by Europeans.

"It was completely equal opportunity," Newby said. "I traveled first class, lived first class, and could eat first class. My system adapted to first-class living."

Born in Keene, he was the second son of parents who moved from farm to farm in this area as sharecroppers.

"By eighth grade, we had moved eight times," he said. "That was a detriment to my education. I stayed two years in the fourth grade."

Newby lowered his head and admitted he was in the fifth grade before he started reading. He had a book of Bible stories that he would sneak off to the shed to read. "I would begin, read a little part, and put a 'stop' so I would know where to begin again," he said. "I guess I was a teenager by then."

When he graduated from high school, he enlisted. When he returned to the U.S., he also returned to segregation.

Newby decided to test the waters in Lexington at the Greyhound Bus Station on Short Street. It had black and white lunch counters and black and white bathrooms.

"I went to the bus station and sat at the (white) lunch counter, waiting to be served," he said.

The waitress asked him to leave. He declined. She called the police. When he saw two officers approaching the station, "I got up and ran out the back door and down the alley," Newby said, laughing at the memory.

It didn't stop him from committing similar one-man protests of what he called "immoral conditions in our country."

He enrolled in then Central State College in Wilberforce, Ohio, returning to Kentucky during the summer. But in the summer of 1957, he stayed in Springfield, Ohio, to work at the U.S. Post Office. It was across the street from the YMCA, where he knew he could get a room.

When paying the weekly rate for the room, a clerk told him he also had to pay the membership fee which covered using the weight equipment, the swimming pool and eating in the restaurant. After paying, the clerk told him that although he had paid the fee he would not be allowed to use any membership privileges.

Newby raised concern and told the clerk how unfair it was. The clerk didn't budge and said if Newby wanted to stay, he had to pay the fee. Throughout the summer he asked to speak to a manager to protest the injustice. It never happened. Near the end of his stay, Newby was finally given permission to eat in the restaurant.

"I ordered hot apple pie and two dips of ice cream," he said. "It was mission accomplished without getting angry or showing any acts of violence."

Life went on and so did discrimination.

In 1961, Newby married Sarah Clark Newby. She taught school in Fayette County for 50 years and they raised two daughters. He had been hearing the call to ministry but had ignored it successfully until 1971. He would pastor two churches, Davistown Baptist Church, in Garrard County, and First Corinthian Baptist Church in Frankfort for a total of 42 years.

In 1964, Newby heard that there would be a march on Frankfort and it would be led by King. He knew he wanted to participate.

"King had been leading marches throughout the Southern states," Newby said. "When the news came, I said I wanted to be a part of that. It was an extension of what I was trying to do earlier."

The march on Frankfort was a united front which Newby believed would have greater impact than a lone black man at a lunch counter.

"I drove down with a buddy of mine," he said. "I really wanted to be close to the man who was important. I had heard about him and read about him. I just wanted to be close to him."

And he was. He was right behind King when a surge from the back of the crowd pushed him into the civil rights leader, whom he grabbed to regain his balance.

"He turned to me and asked, 'Are you falling?'" Newby recalled. "I said, 'You'd be the first one to know.'"

Newby said King didn't seem to mind and the march continued. "We had a greater aim," he said.

"Everybody was so joyful knowing we were doing something that mattered," Newby said. "I wasn't interested in the fall and wasn't interested in who hit me. My concern was that we were going to the Capitol to speak to the governor. We had dignity and we were nonviolent."

Newby was not a part of the delegation that spoke with Gov. Ned Breathitt that day, didn't hear the governor give his assurances that he would fight for the civil rights bill. And despite those assurances, the bill never made it out of committee.

But the march helped build support for both the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964 and for the Kentucky Civil Rights Act of 1966. The latter became the first state civil rights law south of the Mason-Dixon Line.

Newby is proud to have played a small role in that. He plans to attend the commemoration this year as well, which is placing emphasis on voting rights.

"I'm going because it is still an extension of what I would like our country to do," he said. "I am going to help bring notice to the conditions that need improving in Kentucky."
Article 2: 

The day President Kennedy died

By Judy Wigginton. November 21, 2017 | Grant County News and Express (Williamstown, KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 
It was a beautiful but chilly day on Friday, Nov. 22, 1963. The Pelfrey family was getting ready for my sister, Joan's, upcoming wedding. My son, Rick, was nearing his third birthday on Nov. 30. Young John Kennedy was nearing his third birthday, which would be celebrated on the Nov. 25.

I had always felt a small connection because they were the same age and their birthdays were so close. Caroline Kennedy was just four days shy of her sixth birthday and her parents were in Fort Worth on their way to Dallas, Texas.

My parents, Robert and Sadie Pelfrey, had decided to take our family shopping in Covington, Kentucky for wedding clothes. My younger brothers, Terry and Garry, were 12 and 13 years of age at that time. They were always full of energy and laughter, so we were all set to have a fun-filled day. My younger brother, Randy, had decided to strip tobacco that day and he did not go shopping with us.

Back then, Covington was a thriving city and a shopper's delight. Our mother loved going there and always wore a hat and gloves on those days. I remember always thinking how lovely she looked in most of her hats. On that Friday as we shopped, Joan and I became separated from our mother and we went to Sears & Roebuck. We noticed they had a special photo shoot offered that day, so I had a picture of my son taken on the day President Kennedy died.

Joan and I have always enjoyed one another's company and one of us is usually doing something to make the other laugh. That day was no exception. As we were going up the stairs, we noticed a lot of people crying and wondered why, but we continued with our antics and exchanging witty remarks. During the late 1950s and early 1960s there was always someone talking about Martians landing. Some of the most popular songs of that day were about things of that nature. I am not sure which one of us said it, but the remark was made, "Maybe the Martians landed!" That was all it took… we began to sing, "It was a One-Eyed, One-Horned Flying Purple People Eater," as we continued up the stairs.

We soon discovered that was the wrong thing to do. One woman became deeply offended and reprimanded us for being so disrespectful. She told us, "The president has been shot." We were stunned and immediately embarrassed. We noticed people were watching televisions in the store. Everyone was in a state of shock and weeping. We began to cry with them. Walter Cronkite had broken the news about 1:40 p.m. that three shots had been fired at the motorcade. Initial reports stated the president had been seriously injured and was rushed to a local hospital.

We realized our shopping day was over. We hurried back to the car where our parents and the boys were waiting for us. As we traveled home, we anxiously listened to the radio to try and learn the latest update. We stopped by my brother, Harold's, house in Dry Ridge. Everyone wanted to know the news, so we sat in their living room and watched in stunned silence. It was almost exactly one hour after the initial news release that Walter Cronkite announced to the world that our President John F. Kennedy had died at 1 p.m. central time. We could tell how difficult it was for him by his lack of eye contact with the camera while speaking. His voice was breaking up as he fought to control his tears.

During the next three days it was all we could do to function normally. We spent as much time as possible in front of our black and white TVs. We wanted to experience everything that was happening to our first family. Americans began to pray and we gathered in our homes to try and find some measure of peace.

Dallas police arrested Lee Harvey Oswald that same day. We watched footage of him being escorted into the police station. He was charged with the murder of the president and a police officer. Two days later, while being transferred from the city jail to the county jail, Oswald was fatally shot by Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby in full view of TV cameras broadcasting live. We watched it happen with horror and dismay.

Many Americans had already been thinking a conspiracy was happening. Now with Oswald's death it seemed to confirm their suspicions. It felt as if more than one person had carried out this evil plan.

We soon learned the Secret Service was concerned about the possibility of a larger plot and urged Lyndon B. Johnson to leave the hospital for Love Field so that he could get back to the White House. However, he refused to do so without proof that Kennedy was dead.

After Johnson arrived at Air Force One, he was advised to return to Washington, D.C. immediately. He replied that he would not leave Dallas without Jacqueline Kennedy. He knew she would not leave without her deceased husband's body. As the hours went by, we continued to watch history being made right before our very eyes. Clint Hill was the secret service agent assigned to protect Jackie. He was standing on the running board of the vehicle immediately behind them. When the first shots rang out, he sprinted to get to their limousine. He climbed onto the back of the car to place himself between the shooter and Mrs. Kennedy. It appeared that Jackie was trying to reach out to him. However, later he stated, "Her eyes were filled with terror. She was actually reaching for a piece of the president's head." She knew immediately how deadly the attack had been.

Information regarding the events at the hospital came to light much later. The doctors who worked so hard to save the president told of their experience with Mrs. Kennedy on that day. They worked on the president for 12 minutes but the signal on his heart monitor remained flat. During that time, Mrs. Kennedy refused to leave the operating room and remained there as doctors tried to save his life. At 1 p.m., after every monitor attached to the president's body had flat lined, Dr. Kemp Clark, the hospital's chief of neurosurgery, announced in a 'calm yet shaken voice', "Gentlemen, President Kennedy has died."

Doctors commented that Mrs. Kennedy continued to stand erect, her face expressing both her shock and her profound sorrow. She was quiet and dignified, not crying or hysterical. She moved close to the president's body and leaned across him to reach for his left hand, removed his wedding ring and placed it on one of her fingers. Then she simply held her husband's hand in a final goodbye. They said she walked slowly down to the end of the gurney where the president's bare right foot was protruding out from the sheet that he was covered with. She stood there for a moment, leaned over and kissed his foot, then walked out of the room. The doctors commented it was the most moving thing any of them had ever seen.

Later, one doctor related a story about the suit he wore that day. He said his suit, covered with the president's blood, was sent to a dry cleaner by his wife. But he kept the stained white shirt from that day as it was – 'to always remember'. Another doctor said he was still standing beside the table, numb and disbelieving, when a few men entered the room with a wooden casket, placed the president's body inside it, then carried him away.

Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson had been rushed to Air Force One under tight security. Having flown there on Air Force Two, they now had their belongings moved to Air Force One. There had always been extreme tension between the Kennedys and the Johnsons and their inner circles. At times there was open hostility. That issue was already beginning to cause great tension on the plane in spite of such tragedy. Air Force One had previously been filled with all of Kennedy's men and now Johnson and his men had boarded the plane and it was very crowded. They carried a sense of power and they were at odds with Kennedy's men during this transition. It did not go well under the circumstances.

After some time, the white hearse carrying the casket finally arrived at the airport. The delay had been unexpected. Minutes before, there had been a rather forceful drawn-out fight at Parkland Hospital between Kennedy's men and county officials. Unbreakable Texas laws had been cited regarding the autopsies of murder victims. Because the president had served in the Navy, it was told that Mrs. Kennedy wanted the autopsy to be done at the Bethesda Naval Hospital. The casket's sudden presence on the ramp was proof of a hollow victory. Yet, they still feared that Texas authorities may try to come aboard and take the casket with the body of the president for an autopsy before they could lift off.

President Kennedy's men were visibly shaken and some of them were frantic about the ordeal they had just experienced. They were concerned about Mrs. Kennedy's response if Texas authorities happened to get a court order for an autopsy. They could not wait to depart from Dallas.

For the most part, Americans were unaware of these traumatic events taking place. As they moved up the ramp with the casket, they realized it was too wide to fit through the doors of Air Force One. This caused more apprehension. They had to quickly remove the casket's long handles in order to fit it through the plane's door. That enabled them to settle the casket into the empty space in the aft cabin, where seats had just been removed to accommodate it. Jackie Kennedy, who had ridden in the back of the hearse with her husband's body, followed the casket up the steps and headed for the bedroom. She was shocked to find three men inside it, one of them being Lyndon Johnson. It appeared he had been lying on the bed. My first thought when I learned of this was, how could they have done something so insensitive to her? Then I remembered that Lyndon Johnson was always said to be a brute of a man and used to taking control. He knew the bed was theirs, but he chose to use it anyway. Unfortunately, he was caught in the act by the wrong person.

In less than a minute, all four mortified people in the bedroom left—Jackie retreated to the aft cabin, next to the casket, while Johnson and his company scurried forward, to the stateroom. Johnson found Lady Bird and together they returned to Jackie, convincing her to go back into the bedroom. They knew the incident could create a lot of bad publicity if word of it leaked out. So, they had to try and smooth things over. It was an unfortunate incident that added to the trauma Mrs. Kennedy had already suffered that day.

It was imperative that the new president take the oath of office as soon as possible. He made calls to try and establish the correct protocol for such an unusual situation. Kennedy's men wanted to leave quickly due to the earlier altercation with Dallas officials. Lyndon Johnson wanted the plane grounded until he was sworn-in. He requested to be sworn-in by Judge Sarah T. Hughes, an old family friend. She was contacted and it wasn't long until she arrived.

Witnesses stated at 2:37 p.m. Jackie Kennedy came out of the bedroom. The room fell silent. She had not changed her clothes and her legs were still caked with blood. At Lyndon Johnson's request, she stood beside them as he took the oath of office. She was encouraged to go lie down after the ceremony, but she refused. She said, "No, thanks. I'm fine," before she slowly made her way to the aft cabin where her husband's body was located. She dropped into a seat beside his casket and she did not move from there. I am sure after the previous ordeal it was difficult for her to go back into that bedroom.

Witnesses stated the casket had been polished and delivered to Parkland Hospital, but now it was chipped and scratched, scarred by the fight at the hospital and the frantic push up the ramp. There were broken bolts where the handles had been. It is hard for me to imagine what she must have been thinking as she sat there staring at the casket. Her personal space had been invaded and she had no control over anything that was happening around her.

All during the flight, President Kennedy's friends were huddled in the cramped room with Mrs. Kennedy, trying to console her. It was told they consumed a lot of Irish whiskey during the flight. Because they stayed in the room with Jackie, the Johnsons became concerned that they did not come out and mingle. Kennedy's widow and friends had begun making plans for the funeral. Through their tearful smiles they talked about what should happen, how their president should be sent off and how he should be remembered. They talked about President Lincoln, about parades and horses pulling black carriages. Later reports stated Mrs. Kennedy planned most of the funeral arrangements. While on the plane, I am sure her mind was already making its own journey, to a hillside in Arlington, Virginia, tracing the steps her husband would travel to get there. As the time neared for them to land, they encouraged her to change her clothes and wash away the blood that was caked on her body, but she refused. Some of the Kennedy people then asked Johnson to bar the press from Andrews Air Force Base, to make their touchdown as invisible as possible. They didn't want to make a spectacle of the blood-soaked Jackie. President Johnson made the decision to allow normal press coverage, including live TV. When Jackie was told of the decision, she seemed to approve of it. "I want them to see what they've done," she said.

President Johnson expected that he would walk off the plane with Jackie—it was important to him to show that the nation's two families were one. But the hallway to the back of the plane began to fill, packed with mourners standing shoulder to shoulder. Robert Kennedy has been waiting alone for Air Force One to land. He took advantage of the darkness and ran up the ramp to the plane's front entrance seconds after the stairs had been wheeled into place. There had been great animosity between the two of them, so he brushed past Johnson, refusing to make eye contact with his brother's successor. The dead president's Secret Service agents follow behind Robert Kennedy, and Johnson was unable to leave his stateroom. In later conversations, he confessed his displeasure.

At that moment in time, President Johnson was one of history's most invisible presidents. President John Kennedy's men surrounded the casket. They had carried it onto the plane and they were going to carry it off. The eyes of the world were on Jackie and that casket. Eight men strained to lift the broken casket from the floor. Robert Kennedy took Jackie's hand as they stepped out of the plane into a terrible silence and to face the glaring lights from the news media. Jackie Kennedy then accompanied his body to Bethesda Naval Hospital for the autopsy. It was then prepared for burial and placed in a new mahogany casket. The original casket was later disposed of by the Air Force in the Atlantic Ocean so that it would not "fall into the hands of sensation seekers."

The state funeral of John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States, took place in Washington, D.C., during the three days that followed his assassination. The body of President Kennedy was returned to the White House at about 4:30 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 23. The motorcade bearing the remains was met at the White House gate by a Marine honor guard. The pallbearers bore the casket to the East Room where it remained for 24 hours. Mrs. Kennedy, still wearing the blood-stained pink suit she wore in Dallas, had not left her husband since his death. Only after the casket was placed in the East Room, draped with black crepe, did she retire to her private quarters.

In the early morning hours before dawn on Saturday, Nov. 23, Jackie returned to the East Room to visit her husband's body. She told the attending servicemen that she wanted to see Jack's face. The casket was opened and the soldiers watched as Jackie snipped a piece of her husband's hair. The former first lady then went back upstairs, where she finally managed a few hours of sleep. She declared that the casket would be kept closed for the duration of the viewing and funeral.

A mass was said in the East Room at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 23. Family members, friends and other government officials came at specified times to pay their respects after the Mass. Former U.S. Presidents Truman and Eisenhower both attended. Former President Herbert Hoover was too ill to attend, but his sons attended in his place. Crowds of mourners stood across the street in respectful reverence. It had rained all day in Washington D.C. and it was a cold, cold rain.

The moving images on television never stopped. A wave of heaviness and sadness had swept across our nation and united us during the first full day of mourning. We wept as we watched for any glimpse of Jacqueline Kennedy and her children. Every time we saw her, it brought about another bout of weeping. In spite of the immense pressure, she always managed to look composed and elegant as she wore her black suit and veil to all of the funeral proceedings.

On Sunday, Nov. 24, the President's flag-draped coffin was carried on a horse-drawn caisson along Pennsylvania Avenue to the U.S. Capitol Rotunda to lie in state. I was stunned to see the rider less horse carrying a pair of boots reversed in the stirrups. A gelding that ironically bore the name 'Black Jack', the nickname for Jackie's father, was led behind the flag-draped casket bearing her husband. I recall it was nerve wracking to watch because it seemed as if the powerful and skittish horse might break loose and bolt at any moment.

Later, we watched in awe as Jacqueline and Caroline knelt at the coffin in the Capitol Rotunda. It was simply heartbreaking to watch them kiss his coffin. It was freezing cold outside but it never seemed to bother those who wanted to pay their last respects. Throughout the day and night, hundreds of thousands lined up to view the guarded casket. I remember sitting and watching people passing by his casket and I wept as they wept. It was all a part of the healing process for our nation.

The sad funeral was held on Monday, Nov. 25 after his assassination, which also happened to be his little boy's third birthday. All of us knew him as John John and were familiar with his antics in the Oval Office under his father's feet. We only learned later that John John actually began his day with a small celebration as John's big sister, Caroline, and his nanny, Maude Shaw, serenaded him by singing "Happy Birthday" to him.

Leaving the Capitol Rotunda the funeral procession moved to St. Matthews Cathedral. Mrs. Kennedy insisted on walking behind her husband. She was joined by other family members and world leaders who abandoned their limousines to take the eight-block walk to the cathedral It seemed that Mrs. Kennedy never lost her composure, but those close to her stated she broke down during the ceremony at the church. After the Requiem Mass at St. Matthew's Cathedral, young John Kennedy saluted his father's casket as it passed by. His innocence was so touching as we watched that brave little boy saying goodbye to his daddy. The world watched him and we wept. Immediately prior to John John's salute, Jackie had leaned down and whispered to him, giving him instructions. It was obvious to most of us that she had orchestrated the entire thing, but it was still moving to see him carry it out to perfection.

After Mrs. Kennedy lit the eternal flame, the funeral procession then concluded with the burial of the late president at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. I will always remember seeing Jacqueline Kennedy as she gracefully walked in her black suit and veil.

I can still see the flag draped coffin, hear the haunting sound of the muffled drums, the rhythmic clip-clop of the horses, the solemn march of foreign dignitaries, along with the grieving crowds that had all been a part of a touching memorial to our slain president. I will never forget it.

In early December 1963, Jacqueline Kennedy quietly had the caskets holding the bodies of their two infant children, Arabella and Patrick, moved to Arlington National Cemetery to rest beside their father John F. Kennedy. Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis died on May 18,1994, and she is buried beside John F. Kennedy and their infant children.

A lot of the information I have shared above has been taken from eyewitness statements and from news articles.

The remainder is from my memory and my thoughts.
Article 3: 

We put a man on the moon

By Jeremy Wells. July 24, 2019. Journal-Times (Grayson-Olive Hill, KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 
Saturday, July 20, marked the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing by the crew of the Apollo 11 mission. Three short years later, in 1972, the Apollo 17 mission would mark the last manned expedition to the moon. This is all common knowledge. What you may not know, however, is that when NASA launched the astronauts into space in December of that year, they sent a little bit of eastern Kentucky to the moon with them.

As they were planning for Apollo 17, the space agency contracted with Ashland Oil to produce the RP1 rocket fuel that would power the rockets that would propel the astronauts into space – 950,000 gallons of it, according to the internal company magazine. What they didn't know was that a sample of the highly refined kerosene would end up in a garage in Grayson for the next 47 years.

Donald P. Malone was a young chemical engineer at Ashland Oil at the time, explained his son Donald M. Malone – also a chemical engineer – when a sample of the fuel was sent to his father, likely for analysis. It was then that the senior Malone, realizing the historical significance of the fuel, likely bottled his sample of it. When his father passed, the younger Malone knew that he wanted to retrieve the sample and keep it safe.

"What this actually is is RP 1, which is what it says right here," Malone explained, pointing out the label his father placed on the sample bottle. "That stands for rocket propellant 1. It's the grade of fuel, just like JP 1 is jet propellant 1... this is a spec of fuel. RP 1, just like JP 1, JP 3 and JP 8, are different refined grades of, basically, kerosene. So it's highly refined kerosene."

"The reason it's highly refined," he continued, "is that rockets take tremendous torture. You've seen the ice falling off a rocket when it takes off? So parts of a rocket engine are cryogenically cold, because of the liquid oxygen and the liquid hydrogen. So it's minus 300 Fahrenheit. But of course the business end of the rocket is all fire. So parts of a rocket engine are terribly hot. So you have to have a fuel that can both withstand great cold, and not solidify – because petroleum will freeze up if it gets cold enough – and a product that will resist great temperature. That's kind of the challenge from an engineering point of view. So Ashland, and a few other people, could meet that challenge, and they made this fuel that met that spec, and they called it RP 1."

"It's nothing that is going to blow up in your hand," he explained. "It would burn just fine in a kerosene heater. But it is really expensive, highly refined kerosene."

In a rocket engine the fuel is combined with liquid oxygen so that it burns at an even higher temperature, providing the immense thrust needed to break free from the earth's atmosphere. The liquid oxygen also provides the oxygen needed for the fuel to burn in the oxygen free vacuum of space.

"It burns with the explosive power you see in the picture," Malone said of the rocket fuel and oxygen mixture.

"My father worked for most of his career with Ashland Petroleum Corporation, Ashand Oil, and he was in research and development for most of that time," Malone continued. "While he did all his work for Ashland he had a lot of fun, he got to do a lot of strange and fun things, because Ashland was a very creative company as far as oil companies went. So they did strange and fun things, and where he was in the research end, he got to experience all those strange and fun things... In the process he got hold of samples of material, because he had to run the specs on them, things like that. So that's how he came to get this product was he probably, I imagine, is he was probably running the specs on it (to make sure it was refined enough for rocket use.) He obviously thought it was neat enough to save."

It wasn't the only thing he thought was neat enough to save. His son said that his garage was more akin to the laboratory of a mad scientist than a place to park your car, and it was known in the neighborhood that if you needed something unique, you should come see his father. When the younger Malone went to clean out the garage after his father's passing he sent some of the items he had stored there to the University of Kentucky for proper storage or disposal. But the rocket fuel came home with him.

"This fueled the first stage of the rocket, which is when you're seeing all the (fire) as it's taking off, the first two and a half minutes of lauch. This is what powered it. And Ashland Oil, right there in Cattletsburg, was what sent them to the moon, which is kind of a neat story in and of itself. So not only do I have a bottle of it, which is kind of neatly logoed, which makes a good (display piece) the story alone, that our local refinery, sent people to the moon (is worthwhile.) So not only does it fill up our cars to this day, but it sent astronauts to the moon. That's kind of a neat story."

But the family has yet another story that points out what kind of character Malone's father was. Malone pointed out that the bottle wasn't completely full any longer. About half of it had been used at various times in the past. According to the story his father told, he had used some of the rocket fuel to help light a charcoal grill when he was out of conventional lighter fluid.

Not only was this quite possibly the most expensive charcoal accelerant ever used to fuel a barbecue, but it burns so cleanly that it likely made burgers and hot dogs that were out of this world.
Article 4: 

50 years later: Kentuckians’ involvement in Apollo 11. By Taylor Six. July 21, 2019. The Sentinel Echo (London, KY). 
Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 

Fifty years ago, on July 20, 1969, millions of people watched and listened as history was made by the astronauts of Apollo 11 as they took "one giant leap for mankind" by taking man's first steps on the moon.

And while Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin are the two most notable names associated with the adventure, not many know that several Kentuckians had a hand in the success of the moon landing and the safe return once the mission was complete.

From analyzing moon rocks, to designing the Saturn V, to developing parachute equipment for their return, to rescuing the three famous space travelers, men and women of the commonwealth played their part in what is known as one of mankind's biggest accomplishments.

In getting the men on the moon, Boone County native John Leland "Lee" Atwood was paramount with his designing of the command and service modules in the Apollo Lunar Landing program.

As CEO of North American Rockwell, an aerospace firm, the company was able to secure contracts from NASA for the second stage of the Saturn V lunar launch vehicle, rocket engines that powered the main stages of the Saturn V and the engine that lifted the Apollo module ascent stage to the surface of the moon.

In an addendum from the Aviation Museum of Kentucky, they note that the Apollo 11 capsule survives to this day, and that Atwood's expertise and leadership were recognized, including induction into the Kentucky Aviation Hall of Fame in 2000, a year after his passing.

Another Kentuckian that contributed to the space mission was Paducah man, Charles Lowry, a graduate of the University of Kentucky College of Engineering who helped design parachutes that safely lowered the astronauts into the Pacific Ocean upon their return to Earth.

Lowry was working with North American Aviation when one of the company's divisions was asked to do work for the program in 1962.

Jenny Wells, an employee with the Public Relations and Strategic Communications office at UK, spoke with Lowry about his work in the moon landing, and he told her, "I worked through all the design, all the missions, the whole program."

In an article by Wells, she wrote that Lowry's work began before Apollo 11, recalling back to the Apollo 7 mission, which was the first safe return of astronauts to Earth.

After the additional recovery successes of Apollo 8, 9 and 10, Lowry and his team were confident in their chutes when the crew was coming back from the moon.

Lowry told Wells, "We knew it would work, we tested them. There was no surprise. I was more in awe of men landing on the moon. That was a thrill I'll never forget."

Once the module landed in the ocean, it was up to Max Hellmueller, an active duty sailor from Lexington to recover and rescue the three astronauts.

Hellmueller was a crew member of the USS Hornet, an aircraft carrier with the U.S. Navy that was assigned to retrieve the trio. He kept a photo collection of the recovery operation as well as artifacts from the cruise, which are on display at the Kentucky Aviation Museum.

After the safe return of astronauts, along with their samples and collections, it was another UK alum that was one of the "first and few" selected by NASA to study the moon rocks that were brought back from the mission, Wells' article states.

William "Bill" Ehmann, a chemistry professor and associate dean of research for UK, was given the samples for research because of his developed technique known as neutron activation analysis, which allowed him to study the rocks without damaging or corrupting them.

Wells also spoke with Ehmann's son, also named Bill, who said he remembered the arrival of the samples when he was just a boy in September 1969.

"They were kept in a safe in his office in the chem-phys building, and they were actually guarded at night initially," he told Wells. "It was quite exciting for us kids. I remember my dad bringing us into his lab at night after the samples were delivered, and we opened up the safe, and we each got to hold this plastic sample tube that contained moon samples. I knew we were lucky to be among the first people to do that."

He told her that his father was one of the first people who helped answer the question of the moon's origin, resolving that question of the theory that the moon was once part of the Earth.

"His dad was one of the first people to have a federally funded research agenda before we have what we have now," Wells said. "When I spoke with his son, you could tell that he was really proud of his dad."
Article 5: 

50 Years Since Apollo 11: How People of UK Helped Make the Moon Landing Possible. By Jenny Wells. July 19, 2019. University of Kentucky News. Retrieved from: https://uknow.uky.edu/research/50-years-apollo-11-how-people-uk-helped-make-moon-landing-possible 

LEXINGTON, Ky. (July 19, 2019) — Tomorrow, July 20, 2019, will mark 50 years since human beings first landed and walked on the surface of the moon. Nearly 650 million people around the world watched as Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin stepped down from the lunar module and left their footprints on the lunar surface. It was described by "CBS Evening News" anchor Walter Cronkite as "the greatest adventure" in man’s history, and remains one of humankind’s greatest symbols of achievement.

As the United States and the world reflect on this historic moment, the University of Kentucky is remembering its own people who played important roles in making it happen. From working on the Saturn V rocket, to designing the parachutes that deployed when the astronauts returned, to analyzing the moon rocks that were brought back, former UK students, faculty and alumni worked firsthand on many projects funded by the famous NASA program of the 1960s and '70s.

Perhaps one of UK's most well-known people who worked on behalf of the Apollo program was William D. (Bill) Ehmann, who served as a chemistry professor and associate dean of research at UK for more than 35 years (1958-1995). Ehmann was one of the first, and few, people selected by NASA to analyze the moon rock samples the Apollo 11 astronauts brought back to Earth. This was because Ehmann had developed a unique apparatus and technique called neutron activation analysis at UK that allowed him to quickly analyze the samples without destroying or contaminating them in the process.

"These rocks came from the moon; they were valuable samples,” said Stephen Yates, a UK professor of chemistry who worked with Ehmann after he joined the faculty in 1975. "The last thing they'd want to do is destroy them in any way. Bill's methods were able to analyze them without doing that."

Ehmann's son, also named Bill Ehmann, remembers being 9 years old when the lunar samples arrived at UK in September 1969.

"They were kept in a safe in his office in the Chem-Phys Building, and they were actually guarded at night initially," he said. "It was quite exciting for us kids. I remember my dad bringing us into his lab at night after the samples were delivered, and we opened up the safe, and we each got to hold this plastic sample tube that contained moon samples. I knew we were lucky to be among the first people to do that."

Later that semester, Ehmann, who was serving as UK's College of Arts and Sciences' Distinguished Professor that year, delivered the Distinguished Professor Lecture about his work with the moon samples, with his wife Nancy, his mother Victoria, and son Bill in the audience. According to an Oct. 15, 1969, Kentucky Kernel article, Ehmann showed slides of the samples and concluded his lecture with a colored slide of the Earth, stating that our planet "bears, clinging to its flanks, the future and destiny of the universe."

Ehmann passed away in 2013, but according to his son, his father was one of the first people who helped answer the question about the origin of the moon. Was it originally an asteroid that got caught in Earth's orbit, or was it once a part of the Earth, separated by some type of collision?

"The big question was, do you see elements that match those we see on the surface of the Earth, or is it totally different?" the younger Ehmann said. "His results showed pretty quickly that the elements and their proportions were very similar to Earth rocks. My dad's work helped resolve that question of the current theory, which is that the moon was once part of the Earth."

The senior Ehmann shifted focus later in his career, and began studying neurological conditions such as Alzheimer's disease and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). But he used his same moon rock analysis technique to study biological materials instead.

"They were able to answer human questions using what they learned throughout the Apollo program," his son said. "The advantage, again, was that it was nondestructive, and they debunked the hypothesis that aluminum in cookware was connected to Alzheimer's disease. They were able to confirm that it is molecular and/or genetic, and that set the stage for contemporary research in Alzheimer's."

In an article Ehmann wrote for the Journal of Radioanalytical and Nuclear Chemistry in 1997, he says:

"Throughout the 1980s and '90s we have continued to explore the possible relationship of trace element imbalances to several neurological diseases, thereby completing a journey from rocks in space, to the third rock from the Sun, and finally to the real hard place, the human brain. It has never been dull and I continue to encourage new graduate students to consider radiochemistry as an exciting career."

Ehmann is remembered fondly by his colleagues who still teach at UK, like Yates and Gary Ferland, a UK professor of astronomy.

"Bill was involved in this work from beginning to end, with the Apollo program, and he was one of those people you would want to be doing that kind of work," Yates said. "He was also a very good mentor to students and a first-class analytical chemist."

"People were really excited to have the moon rocks here in Lexington," said Ferland, who heard about the events from Ehmann when they worked together at UK in the 1990s. "The state legislature came out and met in a big room in the Chem-Phys Building, and the governor came and watched Bill Ehmann measure moon rocks. It was a really big deal."

Ehmann served as chair of the UK Chemistry Department from 1972-1976, and then as associate dean for research in the UK Graduate School. His numerous honors during his time at UK include being named a Distinguished Professor in the UK College of Arts and Sciences, and later a member of the college's Hall of Fame. He was awarded the University Research Professorship in 1977, and in 1988 received the William B. Sturgill Award for his contributions to graduate education. In 1964 he was named a Fulbright research scholar and traveled to Australia for a year where he completed groundbreaking research on meteorites. Ehmann also received many awards outside of the university, including the Kentucky Academy of Science Distinguished Scientist Award in 1982 and the American Chemical Society’s Award for Nuclear Chemistry (now the Seaborg Award) in 1996. In the same year, the American Nuclear Society created the W.D. Ehmann Award in his name, for which he was the first recipient.

Charles Lowry, 1955 and 1957 UK College of Engineering Graduate 

While Neil Armstrong stepping onto the surface of the moon may be the most remembered moment of the Apollo 11 mission, it's important to remember the other half of U.S. President John F. Kennedy's goal that was stated in his famous 1961 speech: "to land a man on the moon and return him safely to the Earth."

Charles Lowry, a graduate of the UK College of Engineering, played a significant part in making that safe return happen.

Lowry, who is a Paducah, Kentucky, native, was a student in the mechanical engineering department at UK. He graduated with his bachelor's degree in 1955 and a master's in 1957. He spent his time at UK working in the aeronautical laboratory and for a local parachute company called Irving Air Chute, kicking off his career in the parachute business. He later worked for North American Aviation on fighter jets, and one of the company's California divisions was contracted to do work for the Apollo program.

"They asked me to come there, so I moved to California in 1962 and I worked on it for 13 years," Lowry said. "I worked through all the design, all the missions, the whole program."

A self-proclaimed "parachute guy," Lowry headed up a team that designed Apollo 11's parachute system that deployed and safely lowered the module carrying the astronauts down to the Pacific Ocean on July 24, 1969.

But Lowry’s work started long before Apollo 11. He recalls the Apollo 7 mission, which was the first time they brought a group of astronauts back to Earth safely.

"That was a huge thrill for me," he said. "We'd worked so hard and so long to get to the point that we could bring people back from space."

After going on to recover astronauts from Apollo 8, 9 and 10, Lowry said he was very confident in his systems by the time the Apollo 11 crew was on their way home from the moon.

"We knew it would work, we tested them. There was no surprise," he said. "I was more in awe of men landing on the moon. That was a thrill I'll never forget."

In addition to parachutes, Lowry also worked on docking and ordinance systems design, and then later structures, mechanical and crew systems for Apollo. In 1975, his company was contracted to design and build the Space Shuttle.

"I did a number of systems on the Space Shuttle, one of them was the drag parachute," he said. "Every time it would land, a big red, white and blue parachute would come out. It helped land the oribiter and certainly made for a colorful landing."

Now, at 87 years old, Lowry is semi-retired. But he stays busy working as a consultant on parachutes for NASA and private companies like SpaceX, Boeing and Blue Origin, Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos' aerospace/spaceflight company.

Lowry says the University of Kentucky was the place that set him up for his successful and very fun career.

"I was a not-so-great student, I didn't have much money, but UK gave me a boost up to a wonderful career, which I'm still very much involved in after 64 years."

Lowry also credits many of his mechanical engineering professors at the time, particularly Karl Otto Lang, who ran the aeronautical lab where Lowry worked.

"Those guys really inspired me and gave me opportunities, gave me a job, gave me an education," he said. "And when I look back on it, it was just wonderful. And I never really thanked them like I should have. In later years, you realize those things. But I love my school, and want to give back in any way I can."

Additional UK People of Note

There are likely many more men and women of UK who contributed to the massive body of work that resulted in the moon landing and other Apollo missions. A few who are noted in UK's archives include:

Former UK College of Engineering faculty members Richard Birkebak and Clifford Cremers, who also studied the moon samples. They conducted tests on the lunar rocks' ability to reflect light and radiate heat, and presented a paper of their findings at a NASA meeting. Birkebak served as principal investigator (PI) of the project, and was reported to be the only engineer out of the 140 PIs selected by NASA to study the samples (which included UK's Bill Ehmann). Birkebak is quoted in a 1969 president's report to the UK Board of Trustees as saying, "the reflective property study will help scientists in developing future spacecraft and space situations — information needed for engineers." Birkebak also presented a display of the samples to students and the public as part of UK's Engineering Day open house in February 1970.
More than 30 graduates from UK worked for the NASA-Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama, on the development of the Saturn V rocket. These graduates worked in fields from engineering and physics to law, accounting and journalism.
James Hensley, a 1958 graduate, and Roy McCowan, a 1957 graduate, worked as engineers at Kennedy Space Center for the Apollo missions. Also at Kennedy Space Center was John Humphrey, a 1957 graduate, who served as chief of the Propulsion and Vehicle Mechanical Systems branch.
Charles Barnhart, former director of UK's Experiment Station, along with then-interim UK president A.D. Kirwan, selected an area near UK's former library to take a soil sample that was later dispatched to Houston, Texas, for NASA's moon return project. The soil was used as part of a "miniature United States" NASA was creating with soil from all 50 states. Kentucky's contribution was bored from this area of campus.
Article 6: 

From our files, June 15. June 14, 2019. The Advocate-Messenger (Danville, KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 
The ABC Grill on Main Street in Danville was advertising eight hamburgers, to go, for 20 cents each for a total of $1.50. A large hamburger was 30 cents, with a pickle and onions. A deluxe burger was 40 cents and a deluxe cheeseburger was 50 cents. Hots were selling for 25 cents each and chili dogs were 30 cents. And, the ABC Grill was air conditioned.
Article 7: 

Bands rock, roll, remember. By Peggy Kreimer. December 21, 2000. The Kentucky Post (Covington, KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 

The music is loud and throbbing.

The songs tear the heart with sweet teen angst.

The musicians grin and mug.

They could be rehearsing for any teen dance in a school gym, but these musicians are 50 years old.

And after the music stops, they have to get back to the board room.

They're on call at the hospital.

They have a business meeting with clients.

They have grandchildren to watch.

Those grandchildren will be watching them on Friday - along with friends and fans who danced and screamed to their music when they were the Denems, the Wanted, the Dingos and Bad Seeds - four of the top teen bands of Northern Kentucky in the 1960s.

The bands are holding a reunion concert - with all the original members - at 8 p.m. Friday at the Drawbridge Inn in Fort Mitchell.

Some of those original band members have become nationally recognized in the past 30 years. The most famous member is Adrian Belew, who toured with David Bowie and Frank Zappa and has played on 14 albums, including nine solo albums.But on Friday night, he'll just be one of the gang. He's known now for his guitar work, but on Friday he'll be playing drums because that's what he played when he was just Steve Belew of Florence, one of the Denems.

Belew changed his name to Adrian when he was one of several "Steves" in a band.

When the Denems play on Friday, they'll be doing exactly what they did in the 1960s - all Beatles tunes.

"They learned it at that time and play it that way with almost the same youthful verve that they did in 1966," said Belew's manager, Stan Hertzman.

The other bands are doing their specialties, too: Byrds, Rhythm and Blues, the Who.

"It's like stepping back in time," said Tom Ross, keyboard player for The Wanted and vice president of the Kustom Group ink company in Boone County.

"Some of us have gained weight. Some of us lost hair. But I think we're recognizable," he said.

The bands have been practicing in each others' garages - just like the old days - for weeks.

The Denems were known for their dead-on renditions of the Beatles. The Dingos will do a lot of the Byrds, including "Eight Miles High."

"We're playing the authentic '60 repertoire," said Cliff Adams of the Dingos, who still plays professionally as part of the Cliff Adams Pops Trio.

Rehearsals have been more than music sessions.

The band members have been turning back an emotional clock, revving up the old energy that rock music needs.

"It's not like riding a bicycle. You do sort of forget," Adams said.

"Playing pedal-to-the metal rock 'n' roll is different from what I do now. I bought a new 12-string guitar just for this. I'm as nervous as a cat on a hot stove, and I play for a living."

John Domaschko, another Dingo, is on the board of People's Bank of Northern Kentucky and the Kenton County Airport Board when he isn't rehearsing for the big reunion.

"The last time I sang in public - not counting in the car on the expressway - was in 1969 at Dixie Heights High School.

It was the last time the Dingos played," Domaschko said.

the Bad Seeds will play some of their own music, including "King of the Soapbox," their first 45 for Columbia.

The group was signed by Columbia and traveled through the east coast, touring with such bands as Jay and the Americans, Shades of Blue and Leslie West.

They toured as the Bad Seeds for five years and then members joined other groups on the folk rock scene. But today they're all back home. One's a machinist. One drives a taxi. John Reynolds is still in music: repairing and restoring guitars.

Though they've gone their separate ways, the members of each of the bands kept in touch with each other.

"We all kind of keep in contact with each other, and we started talking about having a really big reunion," Ross said.

That reunion is Friday.
Article 8: 

Vietnam War far away but left some local scars. By Karen Owen. October 28, 2005. Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer (KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 

April 30, 1975, closed a tragic chapter in American history. Helicopters removed the last 1,000 Americans from Vietnam. The South Vietnamese government surrendered to its neighbor to the north. In many ways, the war had been over since 1973, when the United States and North Vietnam signed a treaty ending direct American intervention in the country. In other ways, the conflict has never ended for some people touched by the war. The fighting began in Southeast Asia in 1957 but had been going on and off since the 1940s, when the Vietnamese began struggling for independence from France. The first 4,000 U.S. troops arrived Dec. 11, 1961, as "advisers" to the South Vietnamese. "It was a pretty country. I wasn't on the ground, walking," adds Charles "Chuck" Hagan, now 58, of Hartford, who spent 1967-68 in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. "Flying over, it was a beautiful country." America's involvement in the war "was stupid. I don't think we had any intention of doing anything when we went over there," said Hagan, who grew up in the Whitesville area. "There was oil there, you know. Why do you think we were there?" U.S. forces rose to a peak of 550,000 in 1968. More than 58,000 Americans were killed or were never found. Thousands more were wounded. By some estimates, 2 million to 4 million Vietnamese civilians were killed, and another 50,000 to 300,000 Cambodians died as a result of U.S. bombings. The first Owensboro area casualty was Frankie Millay, who died in 1965. The last one was Jimmy Simon, who died in 1971. Seventy-six area men didn't make it home from the war. Mike Hamlet, 47, of Thruston, says he grew up in a patriotic family. His father was a Korean War veteran. An older brother was in the U.S. Army, and another brother was in the Army Reserves. "I knew, based on my upbringing, the government did not make bad choices," Hamlet said. But when people he knew, like a friend's older brother, were killed in the action, his opinions began to change, he said. Eldred "Mick" Ford, now 57, of Sorgho, was a student at the University of Kentucky when someone burned down the ROTC building one night to protest the war. The blaze blew out some windows on a nearby dorm and spread to some of the students' rooms, Ford recalled recently. Among his peers, "there was a great deal of resistance against the war. They thought it was an unjust war. They didn't see we were defending America" by fighting in Vietnam, Ford said. Many young men went to Canada or "tried to serve honorably by enlisting in the National Guard." He never had to make that choice, but "my attitude was, you got called up, you went," he said. In Owensboro, "People thought any time America goes to war, you support the people doing it," Ford said. "It was very hurtful to people when they realized we were not going to win the war," he said. Hagan enlisted in the Army at age 19 in an attempt to have some control over his destiny. "I was in basic training when I got my draft notice." "You may as well enlist and get something you think you want to do," he said. At that age, "you're 10 feet tall and bulletproof," Hagan said. His first five months in Vietnam he flew scouting missions in a small three-man craft 10 feet above the ground traveling at about 12 miles per hour. "We went looking for trouble and usually found it," he said. Later he transported troops or whatever else needed moving on larger helicopters with more firepower. "Sometimes you wondered what those hills were worth," Hagan said. A bloody battle over a piece of ground didn't seem to accomplish anything. "Three weeks later, we were taking the same hill again. If you didn't want it, why did you take it?" In 1968 Hagan was sent stateside to become an instrument instructor at flight school. After "three years, six months and 19 days" in the Army, he went to college and then law school. He usually doesn't talk about his experiences in the war, Hagan said. "I don't think you can talk about it with people who haven't done it. Believe me, it's like nothing else you've experienced."
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