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Introduction: This resource guide is designed to provide you with tools to help people engage with the past and connect with others. There are keywords and questions to generate conversations, articles, oral history interviews, trivia questions, a bingo board, along with program and craft ideas to help you create a program centered on the 1950s. There are a variety of ideas provided here, so use those that will work best for your audience(s). 
Conversation prompts: 

-Tell me about going to the drive-in theatre or the movie theatre. 
-What songs or artists did you like to listen to during this time? Elvis, Frank Sinatra, the Andrews Sisters, Nat King Cole, Perry Como, Tony Bennett, Patti Page, Rosemary Clooney, Eddie Fisher, The Platters, The Everly Brothers, Bobby Darin?

-Did you have a bicycle with streamers on it? What color were the streamers? 

-What was your favorite song to hear on the jukebox? 

-Where did you and your friends go for burgers, shakes, etc.?

-Who was your favorite movie star? 

-Who was your favorite baseball star? 
Keywords, trends, and phrases from the 1950s:
· 3D Movies

· Abstract expressionism

· Ant Farms

· Baseball cards in your bike's wheel spokes  
· Bazooka Joe

· Beanie (cap)

· Beehive hair

· Blackjack Chewing Gum

· Blue jeans

· Blue suede loafers
· Boomerang

· Bubble Gum Cigars

· Bunny hop

· Carhop   

· Chicken Dance

· Cinch belts

· Colored streamers for bicycle handlebars 
· Creepers (shoes)

· Crew Cuts

· DA Haircut

· Davy Crockett and Coonskin Caps

· Diners

· Disneyland

· Drive-in theaters 

· Droodle (cartoon)

· Elvis

· Fast food

· Fins and chrome on cars

· Flat tops

· Frisbees

· Gumby

· Hokey Pokey

· Hopalong Cassidy guns 

· Hula Hoop

· James Dean

· Jukeboxes

· Kit-Cat Klock

· Legos

· Letter Sweaters

· Mr. Potato Head

· Neon signs

· Paint-by-number

· Panty Raids

· Pez

· Pompadour hairdo

· Poodle cut hairdo

· Poodle Skirts

· Quiff hairdo
· The Red Scare   

· Saddle Shoes

· Scrabble

· Sideburns

· Silly Putty

· Slinky

· Sock Hops

· Spud Guns

· Teenyboppers

· Telephone Booth Stuffing
· Tiki culture

· Tupperware

· TV Dinners 

· TV Dinners 

· TV tray

· Watching for flying saucers

· Whiffle ball
Oral History Interviews: 

-Share some clips from the following oral history interview, which is available from the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky Libraries. After playing clips or the entire interview, encourage your audience members to share their own memories. Use the keywords and phrases listed above to help generate conversation too. 

Shared with permission from the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, University of Kentucky Libraries. All rights to the interviews, including but not restricted to legal title, copyrights and literary property rights, have been transferred to the University of Kentucky Libraries.  Interviews may only be reproduced with permission from Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History, Special Collections and Digital Programs, University of Kentucky Libraries.

**You may come across language in UK Libraries Special Collections Research Center collections and online resources that you find harmful or offensive. SCRC collects materials from different cultures and time periods to preserve and make available the historical record. These materials document the time period when they were created and the view of their creator. As a result, some may demonstrate racist and offensive views that do not reflect the values of UK Libraries.

Interview with Donald Smith Henry, April 10, 2017

Project: Kentucky Honor Flight Veterans Oral History Project

Interview Accession: 2017oh308_honor004

Link to the interview: https://kentuckyoralhistory.org/ark:/16417/xt7j0z70zr1z
Time stamps for relevant clip to share: 53:29-58:10
Program Ideas:
· Host a book discussion of 1950s classics, bestsellers, or controversial books
· The Caine Mutiny by Herman Wouk
· Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak
· East of Eden by John Steinbeck
· From Here to Eternity by James Jones
· Giant by Edna Ferber
· My Cousin Rachel by Daphne Du Maurier

*Information for the 1950s book titles was retrieved from: 

Wikipedia.org. (2021, December 13). Publishers Weekly list of bestselling novels in the United States in the 1950s. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publishers_Weekly_list_of_bestselling_novels_in_the_United_States_in_the_1950s
· Hairdos and Makeup—have a beauty salon recreate the makeup and hairstyles on participants—can make this a multigenerational program
· Film Discussion of some 1950s movies
· 12 Angry Men

· All About Eve

· Invasion of the Body Snatchers

· On the Waterfront

· A Place in the Sun

· Raintree County
· Rear Window

· Rebel without a Cause

· Singing in the Rain
· Sunset Blvd. 
*The list of movies above was compiled from the following source: IMDB.com. (2021, December 13). The Best Movies of the 1950s. Retrieved from: https://www.imdb.com/list/ls000098012/ 
· Achievements of the 1950s—have community experts, professors or teachers talk about different achievements in various fields that were made in the 1950s, don’t forget the Korean War, Cold War and NASA
· Read the articles included and talk about some of the events shared within them. 

· Have a Home Economics teacher or Cooperative Extension agent speak about textiles and clothes from the 1950s
· Collect and display pictures of your community from the 1950s
· Have a storytime for adults—read children’s books from the 1950s
· Have a scrapbooking session where families bring in pictures from the 1950s and make a scrapbook page
· Discuss the fads of the 1950s and compare them to fads of later years
· Have a sock hop and 50s costume contest
· Bubble Gum blowing contest—biggest bubble wins
· Hula Hoop Contest—who can hula the longest
· Have a Frisbee, Scrabble or Whiffle Ball tournament—all were big fads in the 1950s
· Play Name That Tune using old fifties songs – extra points are given to the team that can name the title and the artist/group
· Have trivia contests with 50s themes
· Make some crafts from old LP records (see information in the Craft Activity section)
· Make saddle shoes and poodles skirts, have a fashion show
(see information in the Craft Activity section)
· Watch Grease and sing along





Recycled Vinyl Record Bowl


If you don't have an old record collection, you can buy records very reasonably at thrift stores and yard sales. 

These recycled retro record bowls make wonderful containers for potpourri - or you can line them with a doily or paper coffee filter and use them at parties to serve chips and crackers.


Supplies:

old vinyl record album
large ovenproof bowl
oven
oven gloves


Instructions:

1. Preheat the oven to 150 degrees. 

2. Place the record on top of a large bowl turned upside down and carefully place in the oven. 

3. Heat for about five minutes or until record begins to soften and melt.

4. Wearing oven gloves, quickly remove from the oven. Flip the bowl the right way up and press the record into it so that it takes on the bowl shape. You'll find that the sides will curl in a fluted design, similar to the bowl in our picture.

5. While the record is hot and pliable, you can adjust the shape to your liking. If necessary, reheat for a short time to make adjustments.
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Record Album Mail Organizer


Supplies:

an old record
an oven
a cookie sheet
a bowl

Instructions:

1. Turn your oven up to 200 degrees. 
2. Place an overturned bowl on a cookie sheet and center your record on the bowl. Place in oven for 2 minutes. 
3. After 2 minutes, check to see how malleable the vinyl has become. If the record has totally flopped downwards towards the cookie sheet, take it out of the oven. If not, leave in for another minute and check again. 
4. When the vinyl can be shaped with ease, remove from oven and bend one 1/3 of the record toward the center to make a lopsided taco shape. 
5. Then lay the record flat on the cookie sheet and put a plate in between the folded sides of the record (like the taco filling, if you will), so the record will flop over a bit more. 
6. Put in oven for another minute or two. 
7. Remove, let cool, and hang on wall however you like. 

How to Make a Melting Clock

I don't listen to any of my old records, but I really like to have them around.
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Step 1  Find a Record
The goal in finding a record is one where the small label in the middle of the record is what matters. Another key thing to look for is a cheap and floppy…





Step 2  Toss It in the Oven
Preheat your oven to100C and toss in the record for a couple minutes. When it's thoroughly flopping about, yank it out and run to a table to do the next step. Run! It hardens quickly! 





Step 3   Shape
Find a nice and level table with a straight edge and hang the record over the side of it. Make sure the label is aligned to your supreme satisfaction and flatten out the record on the tabletop. You can try to shape the hanging vinyl, but I've found that the random curves that form on their own are typically fantastic and do a lovely job of reflecting the light. 





Step 4  Dismantle a Clock or buy the movements 

You can easily open it up to get the clock movement and hands out of it. Just be sure to ditch the second hand. It makes far too much noise to merit being included. 






Step 5  Glue in Movement
Use some hot glue or other adhesive you prefer and glue the movement to the record. The hole in the middle is plenty big enough for the movement to poke through. For an extra detail, be sure to center it.





Step 6  Modify Hands
Here are the hands from the clock attached to the record. Both hands stick out past the label. The back on black is appealing, but useless, so the hands need to be cut short. You can see the results in the next step.





Step 7  Attach Hands
Here are the hands now attached to the clock. Easy easy.





Step 8  Drill Hole
A cool clock looks pretty good when it's falling, but the impact on the ground is a bummer. Drill a hole in the horizontal part of the clock to accommodate a nail.





Step 9  Hang
Now you can hang the clock on a mantle or a bookshelf. The trick is to find a place that has enough room for the clock movement.  Once you do, be sure to nail the clock down so that it doesn't fall off. 

Make A Poodle Skirt


A poodle skirt is a wide swing or circle skirt is a blast from the past. Appliqués often decorated these skirts, and the most popular of all the appliqués was the poodle. Below you will find some tips to help you make your own poodle skirt. 

1.  Determine the Yardage Needed

Measure from your natural waist down to where you would like you skirt to fall. The hemlines of the poodle skirts varied, falling anywhere from just above the knee to just below the knee. Multiply that number by 2. Measure across your waist, from one hip to the other. Add this measurement to the previous total. This represents the diameter of the skirt. 

2.  Decide What Fabric to Use

Many poodle skirts were made of felt, but you can choose other fabrics as well, such as duck cloth or any fabric that has some heft. The fabric does not have to be one solid color, either, but may be plaid or striped. 

3.  Cut Out Your Poodle Skirt

Tape some paper together to create a piece large enough to accommodate a circle of the skirt diameter. Lay it on the wrong side of your fabric. If the fabric isn't big enough, sew two pieces of fabric together. Measure your waist and cut a circle in the center of the circle to accommodate your waist. 

4.  Finish the Skirt

Make a waistband for the skirt. Cut a rectangle that's 5 inches wide and 2 inches longer than your waist measurement. Fold the fabric in half, right sides together, and press it flat. Open the fabric, press up both lengths and widths 1/2 inch. Sew the ends together so that it's one continuous piece. Slip it over the top of the waist opening, and hand-sew it to the skirt on the front and back. Pick apart the side seam on the inside of the waistband. Cut elastic that's 1 inch longer than your waist. Attach a safety pin to the end of the elastic and feed it through the waistband and out through the opening on the other side. Sew the two ends of the elastic together, and sew up the side seam. 

Turn up the bottom of the poodle skirt, press it, and secure it with hem tape. 

Make Saddle Shoes



Nothing accentuates a pair of rolled-up 1950s jeans or a vintage poodle skirt better than a pair of saddle shoes. Converting your old tennis shoes into fashionable saddle shoes is simple---and cheap. Before you know it, you will be bopping along to your favorite rock-and-roll tunes in your stylish new puppies. Let's get moving, Daddy-o.

Instructions:
Things You'll Need:

1 pair white Keds or similar sneakers-- this project won't work with just any tennis shoes
Black acrylic paint

Acrylic gloss

Paint brushes

Black Sharpie permanent marker

1.  1.  Paint the tongue, but not the grommets.  Apply black acrylic paint to the instep of the shoes, in the same fashion as a saddle shoe. Be sure to leave the canvas around the eyelets and sole alone, but do paint the tongue.
2.  As the paint is drying, you can color in the small areas around the eyelets and sole with a black Sharpie.

3.  Apply a coat of acrylic gloss over the dried black paint. This will make your new saddle shoes stand out.

4.  Let the gloss dry and then lace up your new DIY saddle shoes.
Articles: 
Share the articles below with your group. You can read the articles aloud to the group, or you can invite folks to read portions of the article aloud. 
Use some of the keywords listed earlier in the guide to ask questions related to the article. 

· Did your family ever go to the drive-in theatre? What was that experience like? 
· What do you find interesting about the articles related to the movie Raintree County? The movie was filmed in Danville, KY. 

· Did you ever read the Rusty Riley comic strip? What did you like about it? What other comics did you like to read? 

· Did you or your family ever go to a Kentucky State Park? Which park did you visit, and what was your visit like? What other traveling did your family do? 

· What kind of music did you listen to during your free time? Did you ever listen to The Hilltoppers? 

Article 1

HOUSE LIGHTS ARE DIMMING ON FADING DRIVE-IN SCENE

July 31, 1986 | Lexington Herald-Leader (KY)

By: Jim Warren Herald-Leader staff writer | Page: D7 | Section: LIFESTYLE

The drive-in theater may be about to go the way of the corner blacksmith's shop.

Across the country, drive-ins are rapidly disappearing, replaced by shopping centers, fast-food restaurants, high-rise office buildings and other 1980s-vintage developments.

America's first drive-in opened in Pennsylvania in 1933. Some religious leaders blasted the new theaters as "dens of sin," but young Americans loved them. By 1973, the country had 12,000 drive-in theater screens. The industry, however, has been on a downhill skid ever since.

As of last summer, only 2,179 screens were still showing pictures, according to the National Association of Theater Owners.

The main problem, industry officials say, is that land in urban areas simply has become too valuable to use for drive-ins. Faced with the lure of big bucks, theater owners convert their property to more profitable uses, a shopping center, say, or a subdivision.

'When property like this gets too valuable, these theaters are going to go out," said J.M. Johnson, who opened the Lexington Drive-In in 1949 and now operates it in partnership with his son, Breck. "The land just gets too valuable to leave undeveloped."

Glenn Peters, who operates the Richmond Drive-In Theater in Madison County, agreed.

"The price of the land just gets too high," he said. "It's especially true in these big towns, where the town just grows up around the theater."

According to Peters, one of Louisville's largest drive-ins was forced to close a few years ago because of skyrocketing land costs. The owner no longer could afford to lease the site, he said.

In 1954, J. Waller Rodes Jr. opened Fayette County's first drive-in, the Family, on the "beltline," as Lexingtonians called New Circle Road back then. Later, he also owned the nearby Circle 25 Drive-In. Today, a McDonald's and some shops stand where the Family used to be, and Brock-McVey occupies the site of the old Circle 25.

"The price of the land got so high that we sold it to some people to continue to operate the theaters," Rodes said recently. "But they didn't operate them very well, so we took the theaters back, and then subdivided them for business purposes.

"Drive-ins really were a very good business when we were in it. But I feel like we got out at the right time."The Johnson family, however, intends to buck the trend.

"We're not going out," Breck Johnson said. "My father started the business. I started working here when I was 16, taking tickets. Now, I've got an 11- year-old boy who's just like me. He wants to run it when he's older."
Article 2
One hot August afternoon in Danville with Elizabeth Taylor

By Edward Clark. (March 25, 2011) | The Advocate-Messenger 
Retrieved from the NewsBank database.  
Elizabeth Taylor was born in 1932. So was I. In 1956, Elizabeth was 24 years old. So was I. In August 1956, Elizabeth was in Danville. So was I. On a hot August afternoon, she was at the corner of Third Street and Lexington Avenue. So was I.

The beginning of an afternoon’s work accomplished by actors making the movie "Raintree County" promised to be an easy and short-lived episode that used the front door of the Rodes House. Montgomery Cliff was scheduled to dismount from the horse he had ostensibly been riding and rush to the front door.

Having done that, he was to ask for information that concerned the whereabouts of his love, played by Elizabeth Taylor. On a scale of 10, rating the difficulty of the work, this should have been an easy one — certainly no more than a two.

The horse, pre-lathered to make it appear it had been running for some time, stood quietly to the side, and when the lighting — yes, contrary to popular belief, bright sunlight was not good enough for this endeavor and artificial lights were directed to cancel shadow effects — was in place, the director called for silence.

I was standing on the sidewalk across the street from the house, watching this "new to Danville" operation take place. The always present crowd shushed when directed to do so, and Montgomery mounted the placid horse. Suddenly, the director shouted, "Action," and as if shot from the saddle, the erstwhile Mr. Cliff leaped from the horse and started running toward the porch. His attempt was delayed when he tripped on something and fell to the ground. The crew laughed, and the crowd followed suit, with some hesitation.

The simple task began again. This time, when the call for action came, the horse, for reasons only ever known by horses, jumped to the side, and Montgomery, no doubt startled and unprepared, slid from the saddle. The director, this time, was not pleased and said so.

As preparations began anew for the third attempt the crowd, seeing a car stop just outside the barriers, espied Elizabeth.

She was not working that day but had come to join the cast members and crew and to watch the proceedings. The director smiled but was plainly aggravated that more time was being lost as this lovely young woman, 24, and in the absolute prime of her physical development, strolled across the street. She wore a white blouse and yellow slacks and became the center of attention.

As the horse was put back in place. Elizabeth spotted the table that held tall glasses of lemonade and sashayed over the grass to get one. Instead of drinking it, she sauntered over to the ladder where one of the technicians was aiming the lights.

In a flash, she reached up, pulled the pants of the grip toward her and dumped the lemonade down into his hinterland of repose. She squealed, started to run, and the grip was off the ladder and right behind her. They passed the table of lemonade and grabbed one. She was entertaining the crowd, and he caught her in the fenced in southeast corner. There, unceremoniously, he pulled her blouse open and poured down the liquid.

Chaos.

The plan to film a simple scene was now in rout. The noise and laughter were uncontrollable. The horse, still lathered but not exercised, stood quietly in place and awaited the next mounting that may or may not be the last. The crew members were involved in the fun, and the lemonade was both swallowed and flung in directions of other crew members and cast.

With the exception of some eight years, I have lived in Danville all of my life. I grew up with the Rodes house standing in place on this corner. But, until that day I had never been aware that the air surrounding the front yard actually was blue.

And then it dawned upon me that it was the coloration of language used by the now sitting director that sucked all the oxygen out of it and left the hue of staleness as he announced there would be no further attempt with this scene that day.

She was stunning.
Article 3
'Liz in for Liz': Double for Elizabeth Taylor tells her story

By: Liz Kernen. (July 2, 2007) | The Advocate-Messenger 
Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 
My name is Elizabeth Kernen, and in the summer of 1956, MGM Studios came to Boyle and Lincoln County to make a movie called "Raintree County." My father had signed up to be an extra and was picked to be a soldier. He had to grow a beard and was told to report to a certain area to get his uniform and artillery. I had been helping my father during the summers when school was out but since he was in the film, I just went along with him and watched.

Near the end of one of the filming days, my father was told by a cast member that they had seen me on the set and wanted him to take me to Danville to be in the film. He didn't really care about me being in the film but he took me anyway. It was some summer money for me.

The next day my father and I both went to pick up our costumes. He went one way and I went the other. I was greeted by the wardrobe lady and she presented me with my clothes. The other women were getting these pretty long dresses and I got this awful looking bundle of red and white stripes. The outfit turned out to be the bathing suit worn by Elizabeth Taylor in the picnic scene. With long black wig and costume in hand, I was then whisked off to the makeup room. I was put on a Greyhound bus along with a few others and taken to the site where I would be the double for Elizabeth Taylor.

The makeup that was used on me was a special shade that was made for Elizabeth by Max Factor. They gave me the makeup that they used on me to keep and that was the first makeup I ever used. I have used the same brand of makeup for all these years but had to get another shade since that one was made specially for her.

It was a closed set that day. I had no idea where I was and didn't know a soul. I had my own chair to sit in until they were ready for me. Nigel Patrick, Myrna Hanson, Montgomery Clift and Elizabeth were the only actors there.

It was a scorching day and the huge lights they were using were making the actors perspire. Elizabeth had been doing some of her lines and they called, "Liz in for Liz." I was put in her spot while they wiped the perspiration from her face and freshened up her makeup. I sat down on the ground and they got me in position. This one particular time Montgomery CIift had to lay his head in my lap and it was sort of embarrassing to me. I was 16 and he was a much older man.

I looked up above the creek on the hillside and people were watching. Nigel Patrick had this long piece to say and kept saying funny things instead of his lines. They kept reshooting the same scene over and over. He had this British accent and I loved to hear him talk. He said all his lines looking at me and finally the scene was OK and they moved on to another. All this time the camera was at my back and I didn't know what they were doing. Could you believe that these were grown people playing make believe and getting paid for it? I loved it.

Liz Kernan reminisces about her role as Elizabeth Taylor's double. (Videographer Charlie Cox).

After that scene, I had to do some water scenes splashing and getting wet. The boom was held down toward my feet to get the splashing sounds. I am not fond of water and the thought of leeches on me from the creek was on my mind but I made it through the day. I didn't get quite the attention that the real Elizabeth did but I got to eat lunch with them. It was a huge picnic lunch that was catered. Elizabeth and Montgomery Clift managed to get a table away from the crew.

After my shooting was over with, I went the next day to the location where they were preparing the train car that carried the body of Lincoln. The bunting was being put on by maintenance men and they let me help put some of it up. Every time I see the picture I look at that train and know I put some of the drape on that particular car.

I can't think of all the things right now that I did or that I saw while the film crew was here but it is something that I never will forget. I was asked out to eat by Rod Taylor but my parents would not let me go because of my age. My parents also were told to enroll me in acting school but they didn't see that in my future.

I got to go to the premier in Louisville and sat on the front row. I was taken out to eat and treated like royalty. I saved the program they gave me and have it now in my memorabilia that I have collected over the years.

I have been in several films since "Raintree County" but never got the recognition I did from that picture. I am still known as Elizabeth Taylor in my hometown of Stanford. I cherish my signed photos of Eva Marie Saint and Elizabeth. I have kept in contact with Elizabeth during these past 50 years. It is an exciting time in my life when again I can be Elizabeth Taylor in the 50th Anniversary of the filming of "Raintree County" this year.
Article 4: 

Meet 'Rusty Riley,' once a familiar name - Book revives 1950s comic strip about life on a Kentucky horse farm. By John Cheves. (April 27, 2015) | Lexington Herald-Leader (KY) 

Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 

In the 1950s, millions of Americans followed the pastoral adventures of Timothy "Rusty" Riley, a fictional orphan boy on a fictional Central Kentucky horse farm outside the very real town of Lexington.

Rusty stopped crooks from doping a racehorse to rig the Selby Cup. He stayed up all night nursing a sick foal. He exposed Cherry Norton's scheme to trick Mr. Miles, his wealthy boss, into marrying her. He shared banana splits with his sweetheart, Patty, the boss's daughter.

Published in several hundred newspapers (including the Lexington Herald) from 1948 to 1959, the comic strip Rusty Riley was drawn by acclaimed book illustrator Frank Godwin. Godwin labored up to 10 hours a day rendering detailed pen-and-brush portraits of the Bluegrass.

Lexington readers initially complained to Godwin, who lived in New Hope, Pa., that he wasn't drawing their community accurately. So the artist made several trips over the next few years with his sketch pad, studying local farms and racetracks. The effort paid off.

"That was the greatest attraction for me, that Godwin captured the rural Kentucky landscape so well - the trees, the fences along old country roads, the barns, the Antebellum houses," said Dennis Wilcutt, 67, a retired bank president in Glasgow who collects Godwin's artwork. "That's the Kentucky that I remember from my own childhood."

King Features Syndicate canceled Rusty Riley after Godwin died of a heart attack in 1959. Six decades later, the comic strip is all but forgotten, even in the region it so lovingly depicted.

But a handful of Godwin fans want to revive interest in Rusty. Classic Comics Press has published a snazzy hardcover collection of the first two years of the three-panel daily strip. (The much larger Sunday strip offered separate story lines to accommodate newspapers that carried one but not the other.) Rusty Riley by Frank Godwin, Volume One Dailies 1948-1949 retails for $49.95.

Other artists say the book proves that Godwin was a master of his craft.

"Godwin delivers a beautifully realized and executed visual re-creation of what, even then, was a vanishing rural America, with rewards for the viewer that remain deep and profound to this day," comic book artist Howard Chaykin wrote in the collection's introduction.

The intricate lines and cross-hatching in every panel of Rusty Riley gave depth to the landscape and character to human faces, said Jonathan Gilpin, 52, a Lexington native and comics art enthusiast.

"A modern comics artist is taught, 'For a beautiful woman, you don't want to put any lines on her face because you don't want to make her appear old and wrinkled, or sick and tired,'" Gilpin said. "But Frank Godwin knew how to make use of those lines."

Apart from the Rusty Riley strips, the book contains samples of Godwin's other work, including his painted book illustrations and his previous comic strip, Connie, featuring a feminist Jazz Age aviatrix. There also is an interview with Godwin's daughter, Diane, conducted by Wilcutt.

'Blown away'

Chicago-based Classic Comics Press specializes in reprinting talented, obscure cartoonists of yesteryear, particularly those behind the adventure and romance serials that newspapers gradually replaced with simple gag-a-day strips that require less time to produce and space to present.

Several years ago, Classic Comics Press publisher Charles Pelto got a call from Wilcutt, who was one of his readers. Was Pelto familiar with the work of Godwin? A bit, he said. Would Pelto like to see more? Sure, he said. Wilcutt mailed Pelto a hefty batch of photo-copied Rusty Riley strips.

"I was absolutely blown away," Pelto said. Their plans for a Rusty Riley book began immediately.

"I really, really wish I had been able to find the originals or the production proofs rather than these copies," Pelto said. "Once we decided to do the book, it took me two or three years to produce it the way I wanted it. These were shot from copies of 60-year-old newspapers. I had to go through each one and clean it up with Photoshop. But in the end, they turned out really nice."

It's hard to locate original artwork from old comic strips, the actual oversize boards on which cartoonists put ink. Few people bothered to save them. Nobody realized that original comics art one day would be featured in museums and sell for thousands of dollars at auction. Even a complete set of old strips clipped from a newspaper and stuck in a scrapbook can be valuable.

"This was a disposable form of entertainment. You spent two or three minutes a day reading it and then you threw it out, and that was true of the original art, too," Pelto said. "You hear stories about the offices of King Features Syndicate, how they used Hal Foster's pages from Prince Valiant to cover the floor when they had a spill."

These days, there is so much interest in old comic strips that the reprint book market is getting too crowded for Classic Comics Press, Pelto said. He has sold only about half of the 1,000 copies he printed of the first volume of Frank Godwin's Rusty Riley. He doesn't know whether he can justify the second volume, which would take the daily strips through 1951.

"The problem is, there are only so many customers for this sort of thing, and everyone is reprinting everything now," Pelto said.

'Slower-paced life'

Frank Godwin knew next to nothing about Kentucky horse farms when he started Rusty Riley.

The artist had just returned to the United States from living in Cuba, where his marriage fell apart. He liked drawing animals, though, and feeling at loose ends in a family way, he wanted to produce a strip that could include his son and daughter, who would become the models for Rusty and Patty.

As the strip began, young Rusty ran away from an orphanage to save Flip, his unlicensed mutt, from the county dog catcher. Rusty found a new home working as a stable boy at Milestone Farm for millionaire horseman Quentin Miles and horse trainer "Tex" Purdy.

In story lines that lasted no more than a few weeks, Rusty and friends solved mysteries, prevented crimes and rescued hapless victims, often involving some facet of the horse industry. Although the cast traveled widely, much of the action took place in and around Lexington. Godwin worked in local references, like the Plug Horse Derby, a one-day fair at The Red Mile that was popular after World War II.

Godwin's initial unfamiliarity with the Bluegrass showed. He placed Lexington near the state line. His Thoroughbreds sometimes looked more like ponies. Milestone Farm's barns were the ramshackle, wide-open kind where you parked tractors, not expensive racehorses.

But Godwin welcomed suggestions from his Lexington readers, who weren't shy about telling him when he erred. Escorted by Lexington Herald sports editor Ed Ashford, Godwin repeatedly toured Central Kentucky to learn the place and its people. For the remainder of Godwin's life, his new Kentucky friends received his hand-drawn Godwin family Christmas cards, including Gov. Earle C. Clements, who made him a Kentucky Colonel.

"He loved those visits," Godwin's daughter, Diane, told Wilcutt in their interview for the book. "He said if he was ever to move to the South, it would be to Kentucky.

"The people in Kentucky on the times he spent there were happy to have him visit, and they gave him carte blanche to visit all the horse farms, people and race horses, tracks, how they lived, barns, fields, stables, things like that," she said. "He got first-class treatment when he visited Kentucky. He wanted everything in Rusty Riley to be perfect."

Rusty Riley was an anachronism. Newspapers carrying the strip simultaneously had headlines about atomic bombs, the Korean War, urban housing shortages and civil rights protests. Yet, in Rusty's world, Kentuckians happily rode their horses over gentle hills, pausing to play an occasional song on guitar next to a campfire.

"You have to wonder if maybe this was the life that Frank Godwin thought should be lived - the slower-paced life of his youth," said Gilpin, the Lexington comics enthusiast. "And it might be that, in the 1950s, you had a large part of the audience that wanted to see a more soothing, supportive world that could help them to relieve their stress from dealing with modern society."

Popular as Rusty was, he didn't survive the death of his creator in August 1959 at age 69. The syndicate hired a fill-in artist to finish the last two Sunday episodes, although there was no grand resolution for the characters, not even a "The End" in the final panel. Today, only a few websites run by dedicated Godwin fans have anything to say about Rusty Riley.

"For such a high-quality, nationally syndicated strip, with Lexington as its stage, it's amazing that I didn't even know that it existed until a friend from a drawing class told me about it six or seven years ago," Gilpin said. "I guess we forget things pretty quickly."
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Historic upset rooted in values of small-town life 1952 Graves County team triumphed in sweet sixteen. By Marianne Walker. (March 20, 2014) | Lexington Herald-Leader (KY)

Retrieved from the NewsBank database.  
With the Kentucky High School Athletic Association's Sweet Sixteen tournament in full swing, it's appropriate to remember the biggest upset in the history of the boy's tournament.

The story is told in my book, The Graves County Boys: A Tale of Kentucky Basketball, Perseverance, and the Unlikely Championship of the Cuba Cubs. It was a book that almost didn't happen, and it tells a story that probably won't happen again.

A friend asked that I write about her husband and his six-member high school basketball team - the Cuba Cubs, from Cuba, Ky. They won the state championship in 1952 against state powerhouse Louisville Manuel, capping a remarkable run for a school with less than 100 students.

Not knowing the story, I declined. She was persistent, however, and invited my husband and me to meet Charles "Doodle" Floyd, also a member of the team, who was visiting.

All during and after dinner, the men enjoyed talking about coaches, players and games, but toward the end of that evening, their attention shifted to a scrapbook that belonged to the mother of one of the players.

It contained a few of his school pictures, Kodak snapshots of him as a teenager and a number of fragile newspaper clippings from the 1940s and '50s.

That scrapbook started them talking quietly about their childhoods in Pilot Oak and Cuba. Those stories are what caught my interest. As we prepared to leave, I asked them if they would tell me more about their lives before they met Coach Jack Story in 1947. They seemed surprised but offered us a guided tour of their old homeplaces in Graves County and a catfish supper in Mayfield, the county seat.

For a couple of years afterwards, I continued to visit Graves County to talk with its oldest inhabitants about the history of little Cuba. I spent many hours with Mary Lee Story, the coach's widow, and with historian Lon Carter Barton. On multiple occasions, I met with the individual players, their classmates, families, friends and neighbors. Then, very slowly, the stories of their lives began to unfold.

While the contrast between basketball then and now fascinated me, I saw the real story as the changes in the way we in rural Kentucky lived then and now.

Like many in rural areas. those in Graves County during the first half of the 20th century lived simple lives. Hardship and poverty were a way of life. They grew what they ate and made what they needed. Their motto was "Make it do, or do without."

After finishing their chores, children were free to roam, fish, swim, hunt, snack on blackberries or whatever fruit and nuts they found. "No Trespassing" signs did not exist. Adults kept a sharp eye out for each other's children and had the right to discipline any miscreant. They swapped work, called everyone by his or her first name, and knew that a handshake was a contract. No one ever locked their doors.

The outline of the story the Cuba Cubs is similar to the movie Hoosiers. I must admit I did not see the film until much later, but when I did, I loved it. Both teams were rural underdogs with exceptional coaches, both schools won state championships against all odds after losing in the finals the previous year, and both stories transcend basketball.

While Hoosiers is loosely based on the success of the real-life Milan, Ind., basketball team in 1954, it received Hollywood's inevitable embellishment.

The Graves County Boys, on the other hand, is a true story gleaned from hours of listening to real people, seeing real places and learning about real events. I learned best about the joy that a basketball game once brought to an entire community that had supported its team - win or lose - wholeheartedly. It is our story, and it needs no embellishment.

In the years since the Cubs' championship, small schools have been swallowed by larger ones. Today, even the poorest high school in the commonwealth has athletic resources that Cuba High could only dream of. It is not likely that the Cuba Cubs' story will ever be repeated, for it is about a place and a time and a way of life that has gone with the wind.

And that magical kind of euphoria that the Cubs created - that euphoria that does not vanish quickly after the tournaments - has also disappeared from the American scene. It's worth remembering.

Marianne Walker is a retired professor of English and philosophy at Henderson Community College and the author of Margaret Mitchell and John Marsh: The Love Story Behind Gone With the Wind.
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FUN IN THE FIFTIES Cherokee Was Kentucky 's Only State Park Designated for Blacks. By Amy Wilson. (February 27, 2008). 
Lexington Herald-Leader (KY). Retrieved from the NewsBank database. 

The buses would come from little towns in Western Kentucky, northern Tennessee and southern Illinois. Big, boisterous families or clutches of school kids would tumble out. The point was to nab a spot on the beach's rocky shore that, more than once, had to have sand trucked in to keep it blanket-worthy.

The water didn't care what color you were.

The buses were likely to show on the weekends, coming early, leaving late. The families lucky enough to have snagged reservations at the 10 cottages (with kitchenettes and screened porches!) stayed longer, enjoying the night air and the fun of crowding into one or two bedrooms while Dad took the night fishing barge out on Kentucky Lake and tried his hand at bagging some bass or bluegill for breakfast.

Best of all, you were safe. You were welcome. And, at Cherokee State Park, you were among friends, a veritable ad hoc, albeit ever-changing, African-American community of vacationers who assembled every May and dwindled only when the light began to fade in the fall.

Cherokee State Park was Kentucky 's only state park designated for its black residents. And, according to a 1952 state highway map, it was the finest "colored" vacation site in the South, only the third of its kind in all of the nation.

It was, by all accounts, the culmination of National Park Service will, a Tennessee Valley Authority desire to see its brand-new lakefront put to use, Gov. Simeon Willis' bold 1946 plan and all manner of gubernatorial pressure to get $100,000 out of the Kentucky legislature.

Yes, it would be only 360 acres, a stepchild of the 1,300 acres of Kentucky Lake State Park it was carved out of. There were no cottages when the park opened for business in May 1951, but they were coming. (They would be in high demand, turning over 55 times in their first two months in 1953.)

There was no dining hall in 1951 but the bathhouse, the boat dock and the picnic shelters and picnic tables were there. (The dining hall, with its high wooden ceilings and open-air views, made good eats available all day come May 1953.)

The hickory, oak and ash and their shade were waiting for guests from the get-go.

"Some may differ," says former manager of the park Jacob White, "but I thought the park was a great thing. A lot of us had no place to go, and we could go and feel just like everyone else and enjoy this very scenic place."

White is 79 now, but he lived inside the park for three years -- from 1960 to 1963 -- with his young wife and three small girls. He can't remember a single problem or a single moment when it did not offer a good time, despite your father's luck at fishing.

'It was the way things were'

The intentions behind the founding of Cherokee State Park in 1950s were probably mixed, like most "separate but equal" accommodations of the period. It was the same Kentucky Lake used by the white folks all around it, except the area for the Cherokee Park swimmers was decidedly "designated," according to W.J. Williams, 64, a frequent visitor when he was not yet a teenager.

"It was," he says without rancor, "the way things were."

And Williams loved it -- mostly, he says, because "of the very good ice cream and because there was no welcome mat anywhere else."

Once or twice, he got to the park on the back of a truck --- "hayride-style" -- and he'd get to the park sweating, but the shade was cool and the water was cooler and the girls were nice.

You make easy friends in that surrounding. You're the age when you don't know what's coming, he says, so not much bothers you.

Times were changing for him in 1962. They were for everybody, really. Separate was inherently not so equal, despite the comfort some took in it.

The community that took refuge at Cherokee Park on summer weekends was about to lose its playground.

The arrival of 'progress'

By executive order on June 21, 1963, Gov. Ned Breathitt decided it was time to make Kentucky state facilities free of racial discrimination. According to state records, Cherokee State Park honored its rental commitments that summer but never opened again.

Jacob White says he was not sorry, of course, that integration had come. "It was progress." But nothing could change the good times and good memories at Cherokee Park. "It had its time," he says."

The bathhouse was torn down in the mid-'70s. The cottages that could be moved to Kenlake were. In 1998, Murray State University began using the former dining hall for storage.

The state parks department is working to nominate the park to the National Register of Historic Places.

It is a place that reminds us of who we were, how we lived, how we erred and how we tried to fix it.

And of a community that established itself anywhere it could.
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An original boy band - cd celebrates pop music's biggest thing circa 1952: a quartet of guys from WKU. By Jim Warren. (January 18, 2004) | Lexington Herald-Leader (KY)

Retrieved from the NewsBank database.  
The Hilltoppers are back.

Fifty-two years after the four friends from Western Kentucky University burst onto the national music scene, The Hilltoppers' greatest hits have been reissued on CD. The disc contains all of their most memorable songs, from their first hit, Trying, to their biggest, P.S. I Love You.

The CD is a joint effort by Jimmy Sacca, who was the Hilltoppers' lead singer, and his son, James Sacca, who lives in Lexington. The two licensed the rights to the Hilltopper songs from Universal Music Enterprises and put out the CD themselves. It was unveiled at WKU's homecoming in November, and sales have been growing, even though the CD so far is available in relatively few stores.

A compilation of The Hilltoppers' greatest hits was marketed in the early '90s but is no longer available. Jimmy Sacca said he had received so many calls and requests from people looking for that disc that he and his son decided to put out their own.

"We're having a lot of fun with it," he said. "Of the 18 songs on the CD, nine made the top 10 when they came out, and all of the others made the top 40. We're pretty proud of that."

Young Kentuckians who have grown up on The Backstreet Boys, Red Hot Chili Peppers and Creed probably have never heard of The Hilltoppers, or associate that name only with Western's athletic teams.

But members of the generation that hit its teen years in the early 1950s will tell you that during those days there was no bigger musical group in the country than the four guys from Western. They toured England, Europe and Japan, where they briefly even had their own TV show. Cashbox magazine voted them the No. 1 group in America in 1952, and they were voted No. 2 in 1952 and 1954.

"It was fate," Jimmy Sacca says today. "It had to be. How else can you explain how a kid like me, from New York state, could find his way to Western Kentucky, meet three other guys, and end up on The Ed Sullivan Show, almost overnight?"

The whole story does sound like fiction, but it really did happen that way.

It began with a bus trip

Sacca, who had been singing almost from the day he could talk, was attending New York's prestigious Eastman School of Music in 1949, when a friend was invited to Western Kentucky State Teachers College to try out for its football team. The boy didn't want to go alone -- it was a jolting 24-hour bus ride over two-lane highways -- so he asked Sacca to keep him company. As it turned out, the boy wasn't offered a football scholarship, but Sacca was. He accepted.

Between football games, Sacca liked to drop into various clubs around Bowling Green and sing with the band. Soon, he met a young pianist named Billy Vaughn. One day, Vaughn showed Sacca a song he had written, called Trying, and suggested that they put it on a demo tape, hoping to persuade some established star to record it.

Sacca recruited two other friends, Don McGuire and Seymour Spiegelman, to sing backup on the demo. After hearing it, a Tennessee DJ named Randy Wood suggested that the four friends record Trying themselves.

They made the recording in Western's Van Meter auditorium, with Wood operating the equipment. They had just one microphone, and the piano had a bad pedal. Another song by Vaughn, which they learned in five minutes, went on the flip side. The group had to have a name, so Wood suggested The Hilltoppers. It would be hard to imagine a more inauspicious beginning to a recording career.

Trying came out in May 1952 with little notice. That fall, though, it began climbing the charts. In October 1952, The Hilltoppers were invited to appear on The Ed Sullivan Show, then the biggest attraction on television.

"We had never sung together, other than making the record, and we had never performed in public before," Sacca recalls. "And we had to get up and sing in front of 30 million people on national television."

Suddenly, the whole country knew The Hilltoppers. Fans went crazy over them, just as teenagers went crazy over The Beatles a decade later. Don McGuire once recalled that when The Hilltoppers appeared on The Perry Como Show, fans almost ripped their clothes off as they left the studio.

Unfulfilled promise?

As big as The Hilltoppers were, though, Jimmy Sacca thinks they could have been even bigger. Sacca was drafted into the Army in 1953, and for the next few years, he could perform with the group only on weekends when he could get away from his military duties. Billy Vaughn, tired of traveling, left to become a record company executive. The Hilltoppers continued to flourish with various substitute singers, but Sacca thinks their success could have been greater if the original members had able to stay together.

Vaughn and Spiegelman are deceased. McGuire, who lives in Lexington, and Sacca, who is moving to Lexington from Mississippi, are the sole surviving members.

But their greatest accomplishments remain intact on the new CD, The Hilltoppers Featuring Jimmy Sacca: Golden Memories.

"We had a lot of fun, but the main thing is that we met so many wonderful people," Sacca says. "Even today, I get letters from people who were our fans. The real thrill is that we got to play a role in some many people's lives."
Trivia questions
1. What was the first American credit card?
2. What radio personality began a 50+ year national broadcast 
career in 1950?
3. Which oft-married Hollywood actress married her first 
husband in 1950? 

4. Which popular comic strip, featuring a boy and a dog, 
debuted in 1950?
5. Name the new heavyweight boxing champion as of August, 
1950?
6. What still-used crime fighting innovation did the FBI institute 
in 1950?
7. What cowboy spawned the lunch box craze in 1950?
8. What Hollywood legend began his career in a 1950 
television commercial?
9. What were “Cooties”?
10. Which war began in 1950?
11. What was a “flat top”?
12. On what was “butch wax” used?
13. What were “dibs”?
14. What was a “spaz”?
15. What was a “blast”?
16. What were you if you were endowed with a lot of “bread”?
17. If anyone were to “go ape” they would be…?

18. What was a “pad”?
19. Which singer’s first record was “That’s Alright”?
20. What was the name for women’s skirts with large appliqués 
of dogs?
21. What were “greaser” hairdos called?
22. What time did “Little Susie” finally wake up?
23. What were the common colors of saddle shoes?
24. What toy did children spin around their waist?
25. What pop singers died on “The Day the Music Died”?
26. What early TV sitcom portrayed a woman and her friend who 
were always getting into trouble?
27. What popular woman’s clothing piece was invented by Allen 
Gant Sr. in 1959?
28. What popular snack food was developed from a crop by 
Fred Mennen in 1959?
29. What product ad claimed, “writes the first time, every time.”
30. Who were Able and Baker?
31. What fast food franchise first opened in 1955?
32. Who was the first “Tonight” Show host?
33. What candy “melts in your mouth, not in your hand”?
34. What was actor Robert Young’s TV family name?
35. The main sponsor of the early “Hit Parade” show was?
36. What character brought the term “cowabunga” into popular 
culture?
37. What type of organization was “The John Birch society”?
38. What price was a first-class postage stamp in 1958?
39. Charles Van Doren finally lost his TV game show match in 
1958. What was the show?
40. Who were Alvin, Simon and Theodore?
41. What singer received the very first Gold Record?
42. What musical received the first Gold Album?
43. Finish this famous TV commercial: “look Ma….”
44. The Rosenbergs were executed for what in 1953?
45. What was the name of Russia’s first man-made space 
satellite?
46. What was the “X-15”?
47. Tom and Jerry first appeared on “American Bandstand” in 
1957. How were they later known?
Answers
1. Diners Club
2. Paul Harvey
3. Elizabeth Taylor
4. Peanuts
5. Ezzard Charles
6. 10 most wanted list
7. Hopalong Cassidy
8. James Dean
9. Korean War
10. Imaginary insects 
11. Boy’s haircut
12. Hair
13. Claims
14. Uncoordinated person
15. A good time 
16. Rich
17. Be angry, crazy, nuts
18. Residence, home
19. Elvis Presley
20. Poodle skirts
21. Ducktails or “DA”s”
22. Four o’clock
23. Brown and white
24. Hula Hoop
25. Buddy Holly, Richie Valens, Bip Bopper
26. I love Lucy
27. Panty Hose
28. Jiffy Popcorn
29. BIC pens
30. First space monkeys
31. Mc Donald’s
32. Steve Allen
33. M & M’s
34. Anderson
35. Lucky Strike cigarettes
36. Chief Thunderbird (on Howdy Doody)
37. Anti-communist
38. Four cents
39. Twenty-one
40. The Chipmunks
41. Perry Como
42. Oklahoma
43. … no cavities!”
44. Espionage and treason
45. Sputnik
46. Rocket aircraft
47. Simon and Garfunkel
Fifties Party Food Ideas:

Prepare food that would fit the authentic drive-in style meal. You can prepare the food yourself or get it from on the fast-food restaurants. If you have a classic drive-in restaurant in your area, then order food there - it will be more "authentic".

*Burgers & Fries
*Toaster Sandwiches
*Chicken Salad
*Pizza
*Tortilla Wraps
*Hot Dogs
*Onion Rings
*Sundaes
*Shortcakes

Fifties Party Drink Ideas:
*Root Beer Floats
*Lemonade
*Ice Tea
*Flavored Sodas
*Slushes
*Chocolate/Vanilla Malts
*Milk Shakes

Play 1950s Bingo
1. Print out your People And Events Of The 1950s bingo boards.

2. Give one card to each player.

3. Call off words randomly, for example by using the call list below. You can either just say a word, like "Frank Sinatra", or you can make up a more involved clue involving Frank Sinatra.

4. When a word is called, each player should find it and mark it.

5. The first player(s) to clear five words in any direction (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) wins.And
People and Events of the 1950s bingo board
 1950s Bingo Cards
	22nd Amendment
	Alaska
	American Bandstand
	Beatniks
	Blacklist

	Blue jeans
	Brown v. Board of Ed.
	Civil rights
	Cold War
	Dwight Eisenhower

	Ed Sullivan
	Elvis Presley
	Frank Sinatra
	Hawaii
	Hula hoop

	Hydrogen bomb
	I Love Lucy
	Interstates
	Jack Kerouac
	James Dean

	Joseph McCarthy
	Korean War
	Martin Luther King
	Rosa Parks
	Television
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