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Purpose of Study

Commissioned by the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives and 

funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services with the cooperation 

and collaboration of the University of Kentucky to create a project to 

improve the school readiness knowledge and skills of public library staff.



Project Impact

 Transform practice

 Build greater skills & 

abilities in staff

 Contribute to results 

that will benefit 

diverse constituencies

 Adoption & 

Replication



Project Website



O H I O  S T O R Y T I M E  T U R N S  I N T O  

L I F E - C H A N G I N G  P R O G R A M  F O R  

L O W - I N C O M E  F A M I L I E S

The Connected Librarian



Introduction

Katie Johnson has worked for the last eleven years at Twinsburg Public Library in Twinsburg, 
Ohio. She was the Manager of Youth Services for eight years and recently became the Community 

Outreach Manager. 

Her article, Ohio Storytime Turns Into Life-Changing Program for Low-income Families, was 
published in School Library Journal in February of 2016.  The article discussed the program she 

created for low-income children who reside in the community, but are unable to access the library 
and other essential services.



School Library Journal Article



Who is here today?

Let’s Chat!

Where are you from?

What’s your job title?

What is your “go-to” Picture Book?



Goals!

We have ONE hour together! 

Here is what we will accomplish:

 Familiarity with TPL’s Pinewood Gardens Outreach Project

What it means to be a Connected Librarian

 Understanding key steps to creating successful outreach 
projects



Welcome to Pinewood Gardens





We had 200 children attending storytime at our 
library. 

There were 95 children Birth-5 living 2 miles 
down the road, and ZERO were attending our 

weekly classes.



 Connected with local housing authority

 Discovered numerous barriers in the lives of the 
parents and children

 Recognized we must address the needs of parents   

The Creation of Play, Learn & Grow





 Inability to access healthy food: gas station 
primary option for food

 Inability to access adequate health 
care/pharmacy: highest pocket of unvaccinated 
kids in the county; no well-checks

 Inability to access quality preschool:                               
Head Start not utilized 

The Discovery: Lack of Transportation



The IMPACT: Healthcare

 Department of Health

 Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

 Mom-ME time



The IMPACT: Food

 United Way 

 Akron Canton Food Bank

 Emergency Assistance Center

 WIC



The IMPACT: Preschool

 Head Start

 Twinsburg City Schools

 Eagle Scout Project



Let’s Chat
1. What services are needed in your community? 
2. What role could the library play in establishing 

these services ?



Being a CONNECTOR

If we say we are serving all families and all 
children in our communities, then we must be 

serving all families and all children.

Connecting patron to a book
Connecting patron to a DVD
Connecting patron to services



Change the First Five Years and You Change Everything

https://youtu.be/GbSp88PBe9E

https://youtu.be/GbSp88PBe9E


Importance of Connecting BEFORE Kindergarten

We know that prior experience plays a significant role in a child’s readiness to 
engage in kindergarten-level instruction upon entering kindergarten. 

We also know that access to high quality preschool experiences is limited for 
children in poverty, children with disabilities, children who are English Language 

Learners and children who are not white non-Hispanic or Asian.                                                        

Ohio Annual Report on Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, September 2016



Let’s Chat

1. What groups/agencies are in your community that 
you could possibly form a partnership with?



Our Partners: 



Creating Your Outreach Plan



Gather Data



Create a Proposal
(making your case)



Find Strong Partners
(inside & out)



Stay Positive



Reassess & Evaluate
(ongoing)



Thank you for your time!



Let’s continue the conversation…

Katie Johnson

Community Outreach Manager

Twinsburg Public Library

kjohnson@twinsburglibrary.org

https://padlet.com/kjohnson106/7knuv83wnd62

@ReadwithKate

mailto:kjohnson@twinsburglibrary.org
http://email.padlet.com/c/eJxtj81ugzAQhJ_G3IIAg-0cfKhU5dKHQIu9ARf_IP8UtU9fR4l6qrSXmdkdfaukDWbjjZa46KtojJyEUP2iYOqo4DPnusfp2ulxHMSdkbFz4Qdivpwh7hjTJaM7LGRsHRjbbFJMSqAQg6Za8Xo4AALjMN0pLkxr1Vi55XwkQt_IcKtzgLaYWxVcFftn2HwKvu9YVXz35UvQ02s2EHor2c0plKiQ0PeUKwXqGeZnARnYI3eoTXE1xwfPy1TBZ_S5us_ducS_CNwBZvX_NDZRfrxw6tv5ND4tJa7WLBHidxvi-gsOG2xk


Kentucky Housing Corporation 



 Bachelor's degree in Family and Consumer 
Science

 Caseworker with Child Care Council for 2 
years

 State-wide trainer for Child Care Council 
caseworkers for 3 years

 Application Specialist for Kentucky Housing 
Corporation 

About the presenter… 



About the corporation… 



Libraries Kentucky Housing CorporationChildren 



 Housing Choice Voucher program for 87 
counties
◦ Information located at Kyhousing.org > Rental > 

Counties Served

 Project-Based Contract Administration
◦ Provides rental assistance for extremely low- to 

moderate-income residents living in certain 
apartment complexes throughout Kentucky



 Assisted Rental Housing in KY Directory 
Report –

Kyhousing.org > Rental > Assisted 
Rental Housing in KY Directory 

http://www.kyhousing.org/Rental/Documents/Assisted-Rental-Directory.xls




 Rental Vacancy Report
◦ List of rental housing complexes across the state

Kyhousing.org > Rental > Vacancy Report



 An individual or family

 Appropriate income limits based on family size

 Social Security numbers for all family members

 Declaration of citizenship or eligible immigrant 
status

 Head of Household must be at least 18 years of 
age

 Properly complete all application requirements

 Cannot owe any prior debt to KHC or other Public 
Housing Authority 



Reaching out to residents 



 The mission of Kentucky Housing Association 
Inc. is to be a resource to its members by 
providing opportunities thru training, 
networking, and support. All the while being 
mindful of the limitations facing each 
member of people, time, and money.

 Kentucky Housing Association Directory

http://kyhousingassn.com/KHA Membership Directory.pdf


 Community Resource Guide 

◦ Kyhousing.org > Specialized Hsg > 
Community Resource Guide 

◦ List of agencies across the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky for possible assistance

http://www.kyhousing.org/Specialized-Housing/Documents/Community Resource Guide.pdf


Community Resource Guide 



 Project-Based Contract Administration

 Emergency Shelters

 Salvation Army

 Community Action 

 Department of Community Based 
Services

 Child Care Assistance Program 



Creating a successful partnership 



 Continuum of Care

◦ What is the Continuum of Care?

◦ How are funds awarded?

◦ Regional meetings



 What is the K-Count?
◦ Annual count of sheltered and unsheltered 

homeless in our state.

 2016 K-Count results 
◦ Kyhousing.org > Specialized Hgs > K-Count > 

results of the K-Count

 K-Count participation 

http://www.kyhousing.org/Resources/Data-Library/Pages/K-Count-Results.aspx




Questions or Concerns 



KDLA Listservs

For Public Library Youth Services Librarians & Staff:

• KYAC is a discussion list devoted to those who work with children and 
teens in the library. By using this LISTSERV®, individuals from around the 
state will have the chance to ask questions, share ideas, voice concerns, 
and make valuable contacts all through their e-mail.

 TO SUBSCRIBE: To join the list, send email with the subject "KYAC" 
to Krista.King-Oaks@ky.gov. In the body of the message, list your 
name and the name of your library. You will be emailed instructions for 
posting to this moderated discussion list.

• See the KDLA website for more information on our many listservs – for 
technology, adult services, bookmobile/outreach, & more!

http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/listservs.aspx

http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/listservs.aspx


Curriculum Guides & Discussion Resources

Search KDLA’s Catalog for professional titles and more:
http://kdla.ky.gov/common/Pages/WorldCatDiscovery.aspx

• Early Literacy Storytimes @ Your Library: Partnering with Caregivers for Success
by Saroj N. Ghoting & Pamela Martin, American Library Association, 2006.
Record Link: http://bit.ly/2jVrXbd

• Every Child Ready for School: Helping Adults Inspire Young Children to Learn
by Dorothy Stoltz, et al., American Library Association, 2013.
Record Link: http://bit.ly/2kqPN1S

• Preparing Children for Reading Success: Hands-On Activities for Librarians, Educators, 
and Caregivers
by Julia Irwin & Dina Moore, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014.
Record Link: http://bit.ly/2kqGTBj

• Children’s Services Today: A Practical Guide for Librarians
by Jeanette Larson, Rowman & Littlefield, 2015.
Record Link: http://bit.ly/2kqRpZo

• Build a Better World: 2017 Collaborative Summer Library Program Children’s Manual
by Diane Findlay, et al., Collaborative Summer Library Program, 2016.
Record Link: http://bit.ly/2jVkQzu

http://kdla.ky.gov/common/Pages/WorldCatDiscovery.aspx
http://bit.ly/2jVrXbd
http://bit.ly/2kqPN1S
http://bit.ly/2kqGTBj
http://bit.ly/2kqRpZo
http://bit.ly/2jVkQzu


Follow KDLA on Social Media!

@KDLALibDev KDLA CE

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE


Save the Date!

Visit KDLA’s Continuing Education Events Calendar to find 

learning opportunities on a variety of topics.  

• Programs in the Park

Tuesday, February 7, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

• Staying Current with Children and YA Services

Tuesday, February 7, 1-2 pm ET (12-1 pm CT)

• Be an Expert on the Top Genres

Friday, February 17, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

• Comics & Libraries: A No-Fear Graphic Novel Readers’ Advisory

Thursday, February 23, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

• Using KYVL’s Britannica Digital Learning Database and More

Tuesday, March 21, 2-3 pm ET (1-2 pm CT)

http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx


Save the Date!

 Early Literacy in Storytimes webinar series

 Featuring Saroj Ghoting

 Thursday, March 2

 Choose 1:

 Thursday, March 9

 Tuesday, March 14

 Thursday, March 23 

 All webinar times are 1-2 pm ET (12-1 pm CT)



Summer Reading S.T.E.M. Refresher

 Kentucky Science Center, Louisville

 Thursday, March 16th

8:30 am – 4:00 pm (ET)

 $35 registration fee includes breakfast, lunch, and 

parking!

 Register: https://kdla.wufoo.com/forms/w17cwvuu0lw7o52/

https://kdla.wufoo.com/forms/w17cwvuu0lw7o52/


Thank you for attending today’s webinar!

Contact us!

 Introduction to HANDS
 Thursday, April 6th

 1-2 pm ET

 12-1 pm CT

Thank you to IMLS!

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum 

and Library Services (IMLS) grant number RE-06-15-0077-15, 

under federal funding to the Kentucky Department for Libraries and 

Archives. The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary 

source of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 

35,000 museums. Our mission is to inspire libraries and museums to 

advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic 

engagement. Our grant making, policy development, and research 

help libraries and museums deliver valuable services that make it 

possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, 

visit www.imls.gov and follow IMLS on Facebook and Twitter.

Save the date!

Krista King-Oaks

KDLA Youth Services Consultant

(502) 564-1739

krista.king-oaks@ky.gov

mailto:krista.king-oaks@ky.gov

