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Early Kentucky Divorces 

From 1802 to 1849, the circuit court of the 
county ruled on divorce petitions and forwarded 
those they approved to the state legislature.  The 

state legislature was required to act on each 
divorce as a separate act.  After the third 

constitution in 1850, the circuit court had the 
sole responsibility to grant or deny divorce 

petitions.  (Hogan, pgs. 42-43) 



1849 Acts of Kentucky  



Where to find Early KY Divorce Records 

 KDLA 

 Kentucky Historical Society 

 Legislative Research Commission (LRC) Library 

 and many more…………… 



1850 - Present 

Later Divorce records may be found in the Circuit 
Court records in the county of residence 

 Chancery 

 Equity 

 Civil 



KDLA Holdings of County Case Files 

 http://kdla.ky.gov/researchers/Documents/holdingslist.pdf 

 

 

http://kdla.ky.gov/researchers/Documents/holdingslist.pdf
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Divorce Decree (Circuit Order Book by County) 

 

 

 



Any Questions? 


