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FOR LOVERS OF 

TRUE CRIME & HISTORY



THOMAS MASSIE & 

MOTHER-IN-LAW MURDER

LOCAL IN HAWAII
• 1931

• National Coverage

• Strong Clark County ties

• PBS documentary made about murder



THE ASSASSINATION OF 

ALBERTA KING

• 1974

• National Coverage

• Strong Clark County ties

• Virtually unknown to local residents



THE MURDER OF 

MARION MILEY

• 1941

• National Coverage

• Well known, Lexington professional athlete

• PBS documentary made about the murder



LOCAL FORGER 

& LOCAL  MURDERER

• 1890 & 1920

• Different type of story than our previous ones

• From a prominent, well known family

• Murder took place in Winchester

• Family member is one of our regular attendees



EPIDEMICS

& DISASTERS

• 1833 Cholera Epidemic

• 1902 Courtview Hotel Fire

• Affected people locally and nationally

• Historically significant

• Gives names and faces to the victims



INSPIRATION FOR STORIES

• Local History Archives

• Family Files

• Newspaper Index

• Scrapbooks

• Local & Digital Newspapers

• Internet Searches

• Books – True Crime & Ghost Stories

• Patrons



RESEARCH

Family Files

Clark County Files

Kentucky Files

Digital Files

Photo Collection



Microfilm Collection:

Court Order Books

Deeds

Wills

Inventories

Local Newspapers



City 

Directories

Yearbooks

Lamplighters 

Club Essays



A-Z Deaths and Obituaries

Clark County Index (Winchester Newspapers)





Databases



Newspapers



Maps



Other Resources

• People tell us stories

• Books

• Google Searches

• Find-a-Grave

• Social Media
Facebook

Blogs

Topix



• Other Libraries
Request materials from their collection

Visit libraries close by

• Visit Cemeteries

• Visit Properties



What Makes A Good Story?

• Details

• Highly Publicized

• Motives or Possible Motives

• Trial

• Suspects

• Known Conflict

• Local Connections

• Names and Places People Know

• Details of Families Involved

• Ways to Wrap Up
 Solved Case

 Resolution is nice but not necessary

 What happened to the people involved

 Some type of closure



What May Not Work

• Too Graphic

• Too Shocking

• Not enough visuals

• Too cut and dried

• Lack of a hook



Things to Consider

Conflicting stories

Different Details such as ages and names

When searching newspapers be sure to 

search all names connected to the story.

Run through program & time it

It always runs longer than you think it will
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Thank you to the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) for sponsorship of this webinar.



FOLLOW KDLA ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@KDLALibDev Lib Dev FB

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLALibDev


Wellness for the New Senior: From Herbalism to Journaling & Beyond

Wednesday, August 22, 10:00-11:30 am ET (9:00-10:30 am CT)

E-rate for Everyone: Your Introduction to Funding Year 2019

Thursday, August 23, 2:00-3:00 pm ET (1:00-2:00 pm CT)

What are Primary Search & TOPIC Search?

Thursday, August 30, 10:00-11:00 am ET (9:00-10:00 am CT)

SAVE THE DATE
VISIT KDLA’S CE EVENTS CALENDAR TO REGISTER FOR MORE WEBINARS!

https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx


THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Thank you to our presenters!
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