
CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative

• Cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Education

• Promotes early learning and school readiness

• Strives to reach low-income children   

• Currently in its fifth 5-year round

• Future innovations build upon recent best practices and findings





Engagement Resources
Family-Centered Content

• PBS KIDS Family & Community Learning

• Hands-On Learning Activities

• Parent-Child Videos

Child-Centered Content

• Camps

Professional Development for Educators

• Teaching Tips from BU-SED 

• PBS TeacherLine Courses

• Playful Learning for Educators



PBS KIDS Family & Community Learning

• Series of four workshops for kids ages 3 to 5 or 5 to 8 WITH their 

families (parents, aunts/uncles, siblings, cousins, grandparents)

• Encouraging playing and learning together while building early 

science skills

• Six series currently available/in pilot

- PBS KIDS ScratchJr

- Ruff Ruffman

- PBS KIDS Play & Learn Science

- The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That!*

- Ready Jet Go!

- Molly of Denali



Explore More At…

pbslearningmedia.org/readytolearn



Libraries & Public Media:
Louisville, KY



Family Community Learning Workshop
PBS KIDS ScratchJr

• Designed for use in community
based settings

• Multi-generational
• Hands-on

“I liked learning with my child instead of her telling me or 
me telling her.  We learned together.”



Sensational Science Camp 

with Ruff Ruffman 

• Existing relationship with 
children and families

• Spot for families 
• Flexible to fit Library needs
• Lessons learned



Sensational Science with Ruff 
Ruffman 

STEM Summer Reading Activity
• Summer Reading
• Station support
• Free, cheap, and easily accessible materials





ADULT EDUCATION CRISIS



• 15% of working-age Kentucky adults have less than a 
high school education; 19 million Americans do not have 
a high school diploma.

• 1 in 15 dropouts is unemployed

• Dropouts will earn 73 cents for every dollar earned by a 
graduate

• Across a lifetime, a dropout earns 60% of what a 
graduate earns

• 3 in 5 dropouts live in low-income families

• 3 in 8 dropouts receive public assistance

COSTS OF DROPPING OUT



• KET is the largest nonprofit GED education publisher in the country, 
providing GED preparatory tools nationwide for 40+ years.

• FastForward is used in 48 states, several territories and Canadian 
provinces, and all diplomatic/armed forces locales.

• KET’s Dropping Back In five-part series broadcast on PBS stations 
nationwide.

• Workplace Essential Skills was the first instructional media-based series 
to comprehensively address workforce needs.

• Workplace Essential Skills has been used by 176 public broadcasting 
stations, in more than 2,000 adult learning institutions, and by 60% of 
federal prisons and in state and federal correctional facilities as well.

A NATIONAL LEADER





• Online instruction in all test subject areas: Language Arts, 
Math, Science, and Social Studies

• Aligned to Common Core State Standards, College and 
Career Readiness Standards, and TABE 11/12

• Approved prep for all high school equivalency 
assessments – GED®, HiSET®, and TASC

• Customized study plans, instruction, videos, 
interactives and opportunities to practice

• 90% of FastForward test takers earn a GED credential 

FASTFORWARD

- Arroyo Research Services independent evaluation, 2016



FASTFORWARD FEATURES
• Interactive lessons that meet diverse learning styles, including:

o Embedded videos
o Step‐by‐step instruction
o Numerous practice questions

• Designed for self‐study and teacher facilitation
o Instructional videos
o Virtual manipulatives
o Glossary
o On screen calculator

• Accessibility features include text to speech and customizable background color
• Diagnostic pre‐tests provide individualized study plans



PERSONALIZED STUDY PLAN



ASSESSMENTS
• Pretests
• Lesson Reviews
• Topic Reviews
• Posttests
• Practice Tests

• GED Ready Test™ vouchers are included



COURSE STRUCTURE



Lesson and Skills

Written Content with Embedded definitions

Engaging graphics

TOOLS
Self‐assessment

Formulas
Calculator
Highlighter 
Screen Color
Change

Reader
Translator
Dictionary



VARIED ACTIVITIES

• Multiple Choice and True/False Questions
• Drag and Drop Activities
• Drop Down Questions
• Fill in the Blank Statements
• Applied Examples
• Skill Checks



VIDEO SEGMENTS



INTERACTIVES



PRINT RESOURCES
FastForward Basics FastForward Skills for Success





WORKPLACE ESSENTIAL SKILLS ONLINE COURSES
• Online mathematics and language arts 
instruction contextualized to high demand 
career sectors

• Aligned to College and Career Readiness 
Standards, National Career Readiness Certificate, 
and GED® Assessment Targets

• Designed for self‐study and teacher facilitation
• Soft Skills course
• Flexible content available 24/7 
• National Award Winner: 2019 NETA Award, 
Educational Resources for the Community







Course 
Structure

TABLE OF CONTENTS
MATH

LANGUAGE ARTS



LESSON OBJECTIVES: BIG IDEAS



Lesson and SkillsWritten content with embedded definitions

Authentic 
Workplace 
Documents

Screen Color
Change

Reader
Translator
Dictionary

TOOLS

Calculator

Highlighter 



Text to speech

Language selection

Background color change

Word lookup and more!

ASSESSMENTS AND CREDENTIALS 
• Pretests
• Lesson Reviews
• Posttests

• Badges
• Completion Certificate



INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS



RELEVANCE VIDEOS IN SOFT SKILLS



RELEVANCE VIDEOS USING THE ACADEMIC SKILLS 



ENGAGEMENT THROUGH GAMING



Interactives
provide 
hands‐on 
practice.

HANDS‐ON LEARNING WITH DIGITAL MANIPULATIVES



TEACHER TOOLKIT
• PD / Best Practice videos
• Classroom Activities
• Correlations to NCRC, CCRS, and GED® Assessment Targets
• Other instructional videos from PBS LearningMedia

• Student Activity
• Time on Task by Subject
• Time on Task by Session

REPORTS



PBS LEARNINGMEDIA COLLECTIONS:
Classroom and Professional Development



PBS LEARNINGMEDIA COLLECTIONS: 
WORK READY



GET STARTED
Free 2‐week trial of the content:

KET.org/AETrials

Contact us:
Sarah Wilkins   swilkins@ket.org
Beth Gaunce    bgaunce@ket.org
Tonya Crum   tcrum@ket.org

KET.org/AdultEd



Get started…

PBS LearningMedia
pbslearningmedia.org

Free 2-week trial of the content:
KET.org/FFtrial

KET.org/WEStrial



Contact us:

Sarah Wilkins 

swilkins@ket.org

Amanda Wright 

awright@ket.org

Contact Your Education Consultant at 

ket.org/education/contact/
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