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1784 Virginia Law 
• LAWS OF VIRGINIA, MAY 1784−−8th OF COMMONWEALTH.

• IV. Be it therefore enacted, That not more than one-third part of the person 
employed in the navigation of any bay or river craft, below the falls of the rivers, 
shall consist of slaves. And if the owner of any bay or river craft shall presume to 
put on board any such craft as navigators, more slaves than the proportion 
aforesaid, such owner shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds for 
each offence, to be recovered by action of debt or information, in any court of 
record. This act shall commence and be in force from and after the tenth day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six. And so much of all acts of 
assembly, as comes within the purview of this act, shall be repealed. Not more 
than one third of crew of river or bay craft, to consist of slaves.

• V. Provided nevertheless, That nothing contained in this act shall be so 
construed as to extend to the navigation of the rivers westward of the Allegany 
mountains.



Ohio River Commercial 
Navigation 



1790s Garrard Road Order 



1792 Court of Appeals 



Gov. Shelby Defense of the 
Frontier 



Gen. Scotts Division : War 
for the Old Northwest  







1792 Lexington Business 
and Entertainment 



1795 Inspection Station 



1795 Grounds for Divorce, Husband has 
abandoned wife  and moved to Spanish Territory



River Navigation 




