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SETTING SAIL     

• Get on board and read at your library

• Go anywhere. Learn anything. Read every day.

• Sail through the library

• Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere
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DISPLAY IDEAS
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DISPLAY IDEAS

• Selection of fiction and nonfiction books
• Ships, submarines
• Seas and oceans
• Sailing
• Pirates
• Sunken treasure
• Marine life
• Travel guides
• Beach and shore
• Environment
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MORE IDEAS

• DVDs where action takes place on or by the sea, on 

or near a beach

• Posters and props such as model ships, ocean 

scenes, beach scenes, swim rings, surfboards, 

sunglasses, beach balls

• CDs of songs about seafaring life, surfer music
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COMMUNITY SPONSORS
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PARTNERSHIPS /SPONSORS

Stores
• Clothing
• Sporting goods
• Craft/hobby
• Hardware
• Party supplies
• Costume
• Bookstores
• Music, DVDs
• Pet
• Boating 

KY Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife
KY Parks Dept.

Water utility company
Local water park 
Local zoo/aquarium
Local parks & recreation
Planetarium
College astronomy dept.
Meteorologist
Dermatologist
Maritime museum 
Plumbers’ union
Navy Recruiting
Navy veterans 
Travel agencies

Scuba diving shop 
Marinas/ferries
Boating/fishing clubs
Water excursions
Tanning salons
Seafood markets/ 
restaurants
Local cooking school

6/6/2017



6/6/2017

12

GAME BOARDS, POSTERS, ETC.
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PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
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HIGH SEAS CINEMA

• Frankie and Annette beach movie marathon

• Captains Courageous (1937)

• Master and Commander (2003)

• Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl (2003)

• The Bounty (1984)

• Damn the Defiant (1962)
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AHOY, MATES!

Have a Pirate Party! 
• Decorations, food, wearables 

http://www.partyswizzle.com/PiratePartyIdeasPost14.html
• Can You Speak Pirate? printable

http://www.diva-girl-parties-and-stuff.com/support-
files/canyouspeakpirate.pdf

• Pirate bowling game   http://www.toppartyideas.com/pirate-
party/#crafts

• Swab the Deck relay race 
http://www.modernbeautiful.com/blog/2012/02/24/pirate-themed-
party-game-ideas/
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SEA SONGS

• Learn about sea shanties http://shanty.rendance.org/index.php

• Listen to recordings of shanties and sea songs

• Lyrics http://shanty.rendance.org/lyrics/

• Invite a folk singer to perform some traditional songs
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DEEP SEA DIVING: BUOYANCY

• http://www.startwithabook.org/content/pdfs/DeepSeaDiver.pdf

• Show participants a group of objects and ask them to predict which will 

sink and which will float. Then, test their ideas using a plastic container 

filled with water. 

• Have small groups of participants build a small diver (no larger than 3 

in. x 3 in.) that is neutrally buoyant.

• Place the diver into a container of water and test its buoyancy. 
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WATER

• Goal: To build awareness of how we see and use water

• Invite guest who works with water systems (plumbers, treatment plant 

employees) to share their knowledge.

• Encourage them to bring tools or supplies to help demonstrate what they 

do.

• Keep journal or water use log

• Discuss ways to conserve water
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FOOD FROM THE SEA

• Have participants share simple seafood recipes

• Have dietician or nutritionist discuss nutritional value of fish

• Have  seafood cooking demonstration by local chef
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MYSTERIES AT SEA

• Investigate books, stories and/or articles about unexplained 

phenomena pertaining to oceans and seas

• Bermuda Triangle

• Ghost ships

• Superstitions

• Have a discussion or debate to prove or disprove one of the 

mysteries
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TREASURE HUNT

• Organize treasure hunt in and around library for 

participants

• Have them search online, reference sources, stacks and other 

areas to track down answers to clues

• May want to divide participants into different groups and 

have a different set of clues to follow for each
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WHALES

• Examine whale myths 
www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/whales/allabout/Myths.shtml

• Make origami whales 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/origami/whale/

• Debate issues over whale conservation and protection
• Whale Wars (Animal Planet)
• Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home

• Whale communication—Try Activity #2, “Pod Squad” 
http://cetus.ucsd.edu/voicesinthesea_org/docs/education/PDFs/lesson4.
pdf

• Listen to whalesong http://www.oceanmammalinst.org/songs.html
• Blubber glove activity  http://whale.wheelock.edu/whalenet-

stuff/Blubberglove.html
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TITANIC

• Video clip: The Sinking of the Titanic (04:16) 
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=30640&CategoryI
D=13804

• History.com: http://www.history.com/topics/titanic
• Article
• Videos
• Pictures
• Speeches
• Interactives

• Passenger List: http://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/titanic/p2.htm
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MORE ON THE TITANIC

• Examine newspaper coverage: 
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/titanic/

• Compare movie treatments of disaster:
• Titanic (1997)
• Titanic (1953)
• A Night to Remember (1958)

• Who Said It? Romantic Quotes from Titanic
http://www.titanicuniverse.com/the-top-6-most-romantic-titanic-movie-
quotes-for-valentines-day/4375

• National Geographic’s quiz, “How Much Do You Know About the 
Titanic?” http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/09/titanic-
discovery-anniversary-quiz/
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VICTORY AT SEA

• Documentary TV series 

• Topics: WWII warfare; naval warfare; use of industry in 
warfare

• Originally broadcast by NBC 

1952–1953.

• Condensed into a film in 1954

• Soundtrack
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HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES

• Build model ships

• Tie ships knots

• Learn semaphore or Morse code

• Make nautical flags
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MAKE A CINQUAIN

• Pronounced (sin-cane)

• Non-rhyming five-line poem that focuses 

on imagery and the natural world

• Rules of the Game:

Line 1: One word title, a noun that identifies your topic

Line 2: Two adjectives that describe your topic

Line 3: Three "ing" verbs that describe action

Line 4: A phrase that describes something about your topic

Line 5: A noun that is a synonym or another way to name your topic
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SAMPLE CINQUAIN

Penguin

Black, white 

Waddling, swimming, leaping 

A tuxedo in the cold water 

Emperor
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TWITTER TALES

• Select and research an 18th or 19th century seafaring profession that 

you would like to know more about.

• Imagine you are this person and you have decided to use Twitter to 

communicate what's going on. 

• You'll need to do research to know your facts and develop an authentic 

voice! 

• Write a series of 15-20 tweets that reveal your character, your times, 

professional challenges, interactions with other townspeople, and what 

you do for fun. You may add links and hashtags to your tweets. 
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MYTHS AND LEGENDS

• Examine Greek, Roman or Norse sea gods mythology

• Explore folklore tales about mermaids and sea monsters

• Study the legends of lost worlds such as Atlantis

• Have participants create their own stories based on sea lore
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NAVIGATING BEFORE GPS

• Using the constellations  http://www.wikihow.com/Navigate-by-

the-Stars

• Make and use an astrolabe 

http://cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/AtHomeAstronomy/activity_07.html

http://cse.ssl.berkeley.edu/AtHomeAstronomy/activity_08.html

• Navigate at Sea Activity 

https://timeandnavigation.si.edu/navigating-at-

sea/challenges/navigate-the-sea-activity

• Using nautical charts 
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COUNTRY LIVING CRAFTS
http://www.countryliving.com/diy-crafts/g2461/12-crafts-that-

will-give-your-house-a-beachy-vibe/?slide=1

• Knotted coasters http://www.inspirationrealisation.com/2012/12/diy-

nautical-coasters_9.html

• Rope knot table lamp  http://www.downhomeinspiration.com/pottery-

barn-rope-knot-lamp/

• Faux coral  http://allthingswithpurpose.com/2014/06/diy-faux-coral-

tutorial/

• Coastal mirror  http://www.atthepicketfence.com/2013/04/diy-coastal-

rope-mirror-makeover.html
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MORE CRAFTS

• Textured Beach Glass Canisters  https://craftsbyamanda.com/textured-

glass-beach-canisters/

• Ocean animal coffee filter suncatchers

http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/ocean-animal-coffee-filter-craf/

• Beach-in-a-jar Keepsake http://www.momsandcrafters.com/seashell-

keepsake-craft/

• Burlap Beach Wreath  http://www.craftaholicsanonymous.net/burlap-

beach-wreath
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ACTIVITY SHEETS

• Word search or crossword puzzle—sea plants and animals; names of 

seas and oceans; parts of a ship

• Word scrambles or cryptograms—quotes about the sea; verses from sea 

chanteys; famous sea and pirate captains

• Matching games—theme-related books to authors; characters in sea 

myths and legends to countries of origins; seafaring expressions to 

meanings
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CONSIDER THESE TOPICS

• Sharks
• Shipwrecks
• Coral reefs
• Underwater volcanoes
• Icebergs
• Tsunami
• Ocean tides
• Deep sea dwelling
• Lighthouses
• Cruise travel
• Skin care in the sun
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BON VOYAGE
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KDLA CAN HELP!

• Monday – Friday 8:00 - 4:30 (ET)

• 502-564-8306

• Toll-free 800-928-7000, option #3

• Ask a Librarian (24/7)

• Information Request:

• http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/askalibrarian/Pages/InformationRequest.
aspx
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REMEMBER

• Continuing Education Events Calendar
http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pa
ges/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx

• Follow-up email with
• Training certificate
• Evaluation survey link
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DOWNLOAD PRESENTATION

IN THE FILE SHARE BOX: 

• Click “High Seas Adventures Slides”

• “Save to my computer”

• In the pop-up window:

• “Click to Download”

• “Save”

• Choose where to save

• “Save” 
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