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#1

It’s Hard to Survive

On One Funding Source 

Alone



Private Contributions By Source

Source: Giving USA 2018, Giving USA Foundation,

Researched and written by the Center On Philanthropy at Indiana University

Total Giving:  $410 ($ in billions)

70%

Individuals

$286.65

5%

Corporations

$20.77

9%

Bequests

$35.7

16%

Foundations

$66.9

https://givingusa.org/see-the-numbers-giving-usa-2018-infographic/


{          }#2

Not All Foundations

Are Alike



Private Foundations

There Are Three Main Types:

Independent

Company-sponsored

Operating
• Friends group



Other Types of Grantmakers

Direct Corporate Giving Programs

Grantmaking Public Charities
• Community Foundations

• Population or Issue Oriented Foundations
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#3

Foundations MUST

Give Money Away



Funder Motivations

Private Foundations 

Primarily want to fulfill philanthropic goals 
and interests while supporting a variety of issues 
through an objective process

Corporations

Tend to focus more on branding, visibility and  
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

Grantmaking Public Charities

Typically want to make an impact in designated 
communities or regions, or focus on specific 
population groups or issue areas
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#4

Grantseeking Is Never 

About The NEED Of Your 

Library



{      }
Who funds in my area of interest and 

the population I serve?

Who funds in my geographic region?

Who will provide the support I need?

#5

To Get The Grant, You Have 

To Find The Right Match



Who funds in my area of interest and 
the population I serve?

Who funds in my geographic region?

Who will provide the support I need?
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#6

Do Your 

Homework First



Has the funder supported organizations like mine?

What size grants has the funder given?

What are the true costs of my project?

{        }#7

Asking the Right

Questions

4/5/2018
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#8

You Don’t Need To Know Someone 

To Get A Grant, But It Can Help You 

Get Your Foot In The Door

4/5/2018
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#9

The Proposal Is Typically

Not The First Thing

A Foundation Wants

Tips For The Initial Approach

 If acceptable, try to make a telephone call

 Know who you’re talking to and why

 Keep the conversation brief and to the point

 Try to utilize contacts if you have them
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#10

The One Size Fits All 

Approach Doesn’t Work



My Top Places to Look for Grants

• Foundation Directory 
Online *subscription 
needed

• Programming Librarian
• Foundation for a Healthy 

Kentucky
• PLA website
• Company websites – look 

for sections like 
“community”, “corporate 
information”, “giving”, or 
“donation request”

http://www.programminglibrarian.org/news
https://www.healthy-ky.org/
http://www.ala.org/pla/


My Real World Tips

• No shame in cutting and 
pasting – but be careful.

• Get a poofreader
proofreader.

• Pay attention to the 
budget. Check your math!

• Read the grant 
requirements. Will they 
only award to a 501c3?

• When you find good stats, 
save them.

Kentucky Center for Statistics
Kentucky Health Facts

https://kcews.ky.gov/
http://kentuckyhealthfacts.org/


Introduction To Proposal 

Writing
(Webinar)
http://bit.ly/IntroProposalWritingFC

How To Cultivate Meaningful 

Relationships With Funders
(Self-paced eLearning)
http://bit.ly/CultivateFundersFC

How To Start Measuring Your 

Organization’s Impact
(Webinar recording)
http://bit.ly/MeasureImpactFCRewind

{             }Free Resources

grantspace.org

http://bit.ly/IntroProposalWritingFC
http://bit.ly/CultivateFundersFC
http://bit.ly/MeasureImpactFCRewind


{         }Thank you

Kate

Questions?

Email Susan Baier 
McCracken County Public Library

sbaier@mclib.net



Thank you to the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 

for sponsorship of this webinar.



Follow KDLA on Social Media!

@KDLALibDev KDLALibDev

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLALibDev


SAVE THE DATE
Register on the KDLA CE Events Calendar

Library Link Up: Outdoor Programs & Events

Thursday, February 7, 1-2 pm ET (12-1 pm CT)

35 Arts Programs in 60 Minutes

Wednesday, February 20, 1-2 pm ET (12-1 pm CT)

Lettuce Meets Lard: Cookbooks and Diet RA

Thursday, February 21, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

Newspaper Source & AltPress Watch

Wednesday, February 27, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

Read BeTWEEN the Lines: How to Reach & Serve the Tweens in Your Library

Wednesday, February 27, 2-3 pm ET (1-2 pm CT)

More webinars are available on our Archived Webinars page:
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/kdlaarchivedwebinars/Pages/default.aspx

https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/kdlaarchivedwebinars/Pages/default.aspx


Thank you for attending!

KDLA CE Events Calendar

KDLA Archived Webinars

Certification Program

KDLA.Certification@ky.gov

Susan Baier

Director,

McCracken County 

Public Library

sbaier@mclib.net

https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/kdlaarchivedwebinars/Pages/default.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/certification.aspx
mailto:KDLA.Certification@ky.gov
mailto:sbaier@mclib.net

