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Filling in the Family Tree:
Kentucky’s

Birth and Death Records

Crucial Time Periods

Prior to 1852

1852 – 1910

1911- Present
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Prior to 1852

No state or local government entity kept birth or death 
records prior to 1852 in Kentucky 
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In Lieu Of…
Births

Family Bibles

 Family Search.org wiki - DAR, online Bible indexes, Kentucky Bible Archives -
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Kentucky_Bible_Records

 Historical Societies – Kentucky Historical Society, Filson Historical Society 
(Louisville), local county historical societies 

Church Records

 Protestant churches – Kentucky Historical Society, county historical societies

 Catholic churches - Diocese Archives (Covington, Lexington, Louisville, Owensboro)

 Jewish synagogues – American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati

U.S. Federal Census

 1850 Census and subsequent Census years

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Kentucky_Bible_Records
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https://history.ky.gov/resources/martin-f-schmidt-research-library/

www.filsonhistorical.org
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In Lieu Of…
Deaths

Family Bibles

 Family Search.org wiki, KHS, local historical societies

Church Records

 KHS, local historical societies, Archdiocese Archive records, etc.

Cemetery and/or Funeral Home Records

 KHS, findagrave.com, local historical societies, funeral homes

Obituaries/Death Notices

 University of Kentucky Microfilm, public libraries, Library of Congress

Tax Lists to determine possible year of death

 FamilySearch.org, KDLA

Wills/estate settlements/administrator and executor bonds

 FamilySearch.org, KDLA, county clerk’s office
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https://ukmfilms.omeka.net/

http://obits.dcplibrary.org/
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familysearch.org

familysearch.org
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1852-1910
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Early Kentucky
Birth and Death Records

Kentucky was the first state west of the Alleghenies to require registration of births and deaths. 

1852-1910 – birth and death records were irregularly kept

Sutton Law (Jan. 1852)

 Required tax assessors in the auditor’s office to register all vital events

Sutton Law Repealed (1862)

 Pressure from the Civil War

1874 – Second law passed requiring birth and death records be sent to the state 
auditor

 Repealed in 1878

Scattered counties kept records from the 1890s to 1910

Four Kentucky cities kept birth and death records separate from the county registers

 Covington, Lexington, Louisville, Newport

Kentucky Ancestry : A Guide to Genealogical and Historical Research / Roseann Reinemuth Hogan. 1992

Kentucky Ancestry

Kentucky ancestry : a guide to 
genealogical and historical 
research / by Roseann 
Reinemuth Hogan. 1992. 
ISBN 0916489493 
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kdla.ky.gov
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1853 Birth Record

• Date of Birth                   

• Name

• Sex

• Condition

• Place of Birth

• Name of Father or Owner of Child

• Maiden Name of Mother

• Color of Child – White, Black, Mulatto

• Residence of Parent

• Remarks

1853 Birth Record
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1903 Birth Record
• Date of Birth

• Name

• Sex

• Born Alive or Dead

• Place of Birth

• Name of Father

• Maiden Name of Mother

• Color of Child – White, Black, Mulatto

• Birth Place of Father

• Birth Place of Mother

• Residence

• Remarks

1903 Birth Record
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Delayed Birth Certificate

Issued by the Office of Vital Statistics 

Information such as affidavits, federal and school 
census records, family Bible entries used to support 
date of birth

Birth year as early as 1850s

Indexing available for all certificates issued – call the 
Office of Vital Statistics or KDLA for assistance. 

1852 Kentucky Death Record

• Name of Deceased
• Age
• Sex
• Condition (single, 

married, widowed)
• Occupation
• Residence
• Place of Birth 

• Name of Parents or 
Owners of Slaves

• Place of Death
• Time of Death
• Cause of Death



10/16/2019

16

1852 Kentucky Death Record

1874 Kentucky Death Record

• Name of Deceased 
• Color
• Age
• Sex
• Condition (single, 

married or widowed)
• Occupation
• Date of Death 
• Cause of Death 

• Place of Birth 
• Residence
• Place of Death
• Name of Parents
• Birth place of 

Parents
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1874 Kentucky Death Record

Order with debit/credit card

PDF – Mail with check/money order
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1911 - Present

Kentucky's Vital Statistics Law, enacted by the General 
Assembly in 1910, provides for and legalizes the 
registration of births and deaths

Current law began in 1911

100 year waiting period for births

50 year waiting period for deaths

Birth records 1911-present only available at the KY Office 
of Vital Statistics - $10.00

Death records 1967-present only available at the KY Office 
of Vital Statistics - $6.00 
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ancestry.com
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1919 Kentucky Death Record

• Name of Deceased 
• Color
• Age
• Sex
• Condition (single, married, 

or widowed)
• Occupation
• Date of Death 
• Cause of Death 
• Place of Birth 
• Residence

• Place of Death
• Name of Parents
• Birth place of Parents
• Undertaker
• Funeral Home Information
• Burial/ Internment 
• Informant
• Injury

1919 Kentucky Death Record
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ancestry.com
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Border Counties

Office of Vital Statistics
275 E. Main St., 1E-A
Frankfort, KY 40621

(502) 564-4212

https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/vsb/Pages/default.aspx
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