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Poll #1
How familiar are you with the programs offered by your local 

Cooperative extension service?



Kentucky Cooperative Extension 

serves as a link between the 

counties of the Commonwealth 

and the state’s land grant 

universities to help people improve 

their lives through an educational 

process focusing on their issues 

and needs.

Extension Mission



Understanding Extension

Cooperative Extension is:

1. A public funded, non-formal 

education system.

2. Links education and 

research resources of 

USDA and land-grant 

universities with local county 

governments.

Federal legislation:

• Morrill Act of 1862

• Hatch Act of 1887

• Morrill Act of 1890

• Smith-Lever Act of 1914



Understanding Extension

Kentucky Cooperative Extension is 
the result of a unique cooperative 
agreement between:

• University of Kentucky

• Kentucky State University

• U.S. Department of Agriculture

• State of Kentucky

• Each Kentucky County



Understanding Extension

Diversity and capitalizing on its potential to strengthen 
programs.

Being locally-driven, flexible and responsive.

Empowering people to solve problems, make decisions, 
and embrace change.

Cooperative Extension values:



Understanding Extension

Cooperative Extension values:

Applying knowledge and research-based information.

Accomplishing work through collaboration, 
volunteerism, and leadership development.

Developing youth, adults, families and communities.



Understanding Extension

Cooperative Extension is funded by:

1. Federal funds through the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

2. State funds through appropriations for University of Kentucky 

and Kentucky State University.

3. Local funds through Extension District Tax and/or local 

governmental budgets.

4. Gifts, grants and contracts.



Understanding Extension

Cooperative Extension 

programming is:

1. County centered and focused

2. Contingent on local input

3. Reflective of situational and trend data

4. Responsive to county needs



Extension Team

County Extension Agents County Program Assistants

County Support Staff Campus-Based Faculty and Specialists

Administrative Team



Our Diverse Subject 
and Program Expertise:

Agriculture and Natural Resources

Arts Education

Community and Economic Development

Family and Consumer Sciences

4-H Youth Development

Horticulture



4-H Youth 
Development



Agriculture & Natural 
Resources



Family & Consumer
Sciences



Arts Extension

• Community & Economic Development

• Quality Arts Engagement

• Essential Skill Development

Program Leader, Melissa Bond



Community Needs 
Assessments

Full URL 
https://extension.ca.uky.edu/c
ontent/community-
assessment-county-reports

Tiny URL

https://tinyurl.com/4tx68ec7

https://extension.ca.uky.edu/content/community-assessment-county-reports
https://tinyurl.com/4tx68ec7


Partnering Success:  
Boyle County

Alexis Sheffield

Extension Agent for 
Horticulture

Alethea Bruzek

Extension Agent for Family 
and Consumer Science



Poll #2
How frequently do you partner with your local Cooperative 

Extension Service?

Breakout Sessions
What potential partnerships do you envision between your library 

system and the local cooperative extension service? 



"We want to be the land-grant university 
that does the most for its citizens."

Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status 

and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran 

status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING




