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WHY TALK TECH TRENDS?



WARM-UP: KILL A TREND!!!



LATEST 

PEW 

RESEARCH
LIBRARIES 2016



The latest  Pew Research Center  repor t  on  l ibrar ies came out  in  September. Here are  
some in terest ing s tats  on  publ ic  op in ion about  d ig i ta l  l i teracy  sk i l ls  and technology:  

“ When asked to  th ink about  how l ibrar ies  might  change to  bet ter  ser ve the publ ic ,  
Americans have a  pret ty  c lear  message:  help  people  learn d ig i tal  sk i l ls  w i thout  
neg lect ing t radi t ional  funct ions .  Spec i f ica l ly :

 80% of  those ages 16 and o lder  say  l ibrar ies should “def in i te ly”  of fer  programs to  
teach people ,  inc luding k ids  and senior  c i t izens ,  how to  use d ig i ta l  tools  l ike  
computers  and smar tphones.  This  i s  a  s imi lar  pat tern captured in  a  2015 sur vey.

 57% th ink l ibrar ies should “def in i te ly”  have more comfor table  spaces for  reading 
and working.  This  i s  down s l ight ly  f rom the 64% who said  th is  in  2015.

 50% bel ieve l ibrar ies  should “def in i te ly”  buy 3 -D pr inters  and other  d ig i tal  tools  to  
a l low people  to  use them.  This  compares  wi th  45% who said  th is  in  2015.

 24% say  l ibrar ies should “def in i te ly”  move some pr int  books and stacks  out  of  
publ ic  locat ions  in  order  to  f ree up more space for  such th ings  as  tech centers ,  
reading rooms and meet ing rooms.  This  i s  a  decrease f rom the 30% who said  th is  in  
2015.”

Read the fu l l  repor t :  http://www.pewinternet .org/2016/09/09/librar ies -2016/

LIBRARIES 2016

http://www.pewinternet.org/2016/09/09/libraries-2016/


LET’S CHAT 

ABOUT DEVICES



REALITY, VIRTUAL



REALITY, AUGMENTED

Image source: @MarshallCPL

Image source: @LFPL

https://twitter.com/MarshallCPL/status/767677659744706560
https://twitter.com/LFPL/status/755027418427961344


THE NEXT BIG 

AUGMENTED REALITY GAME?

Image source: Delta T website

http://deltatgame.com/


ATTACK OF THE DRONES



RESPONSIVE DESIGN

Image source: Responsive Design.is

https://responsivedesign.is/examples


20% of households connect to the internet 

solely through mobile devices according to a 

study by the National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration (NTIA)

https://www.ntia.doc.gov/blog/2016/evolving-

technologies-change-nature-internet-use

Why does this matter to Kentucky libraries?

 In a survey from 2015, only 21% of Kentucky library 

websites employed responsive design.

HOW PATRONS SEE YOUR SITE

https://www.ntia.doc.gov/blog/2016/evolving-technologies-change-nature-internet-use


More public libraries 

are loaning mobile 

Wi-Fi hotspots to 

patrons.

Portable—can be 

used at home, on 

the bus, in the park, 

or anywhere the 

carrier’s cellular 

network reaches

HOTSPOTS (1/2)



Grants have helped 
large systems roll out 
thousands of units to 
patrons.

Knight News 
Challenge 

Google

Mobile Beacon

HOTSPOTS (2/2)

Image source: New York Public 

Library via American Libraries

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2015/09/11/bridging-tech-gap-wi-fi-lending/


ADDRESSING THE 

DIGITAL DIVIDE



ConnectHome – HUD 

bringing broadband 

to more low-come 

housing

Expansion of FCC’s 

Lifeline program to 

include home 

broadband

DIGITAL INCLUSION

https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education/k-12/connected


GO GIGABIT OR GO HOME

Image Source: Charlotte Mecklenburg Library

http://kentuckywired.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://fiber.google.com/about/
https://www.cmlibrary.org/blog/charlotte-mecklenburg-library-selected-second-year-digital-inclusion-fellowship
http://www.internet2.edu/


CODING

https://teamtreehouse.com/
https://www.udemy.com/
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://code.org/


CODING IN THE COMMUNITY

Bit Source, 

Pikeville

Image credit: NPR

http://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/05/06/477033781/from-coal-to-code-a-new-path-for-laid-off-miners-in-kentucky


INTERNET OF THINGS (IoT)

Image sources 

(clockwise): Nest, 

Library Journal, 

Breezometer,

Business Weekly

https://nest.com/
http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2014/11/marketing/beacon-technology-deployed-by-two-library-app-makers/
https://breezometer.com/breezometer-to-provide-air-quality-data-in-new-dyson-pure-cool-link-air-purifier/
http://www.businessweekly.co.uk/news/hi-tech/daisy-goes-disruptive-wearable-tech-cows


SMART CITIES (1/2)

Newport to be first 

smart city in Midwest 
Image source : UrbanUp

http://urbanup.net/cities/kentucky/newport-kentucky/


SMART CITIES (2/2)

LouieLab – CNET Smart 

Apartment Mockup 
Image source: LouisvilleKY.gov

https://louisvilleky.gov/news/louisville-opening-louielab-collaborative-civic-innovation-performance-improvement


INFORMATION 

SECURITY



THE MR. ROBOT EFFECT?

Image source: Awards Daily

http://www.awardsdaily.com/tv/emmy-spotlight-mr-robot/


DC Public Library 

teaching courses 

on patron privacy

PRIVACY

Image source: @torproject

https://twitter.com/torproject/status/758016340557004802


LIBRARIES ON TOR?

Background image of Tor ‘onion’ routing: The Hacker News; 

foreground image of Kilton Library in Lebanon, NH: Library 

Freedom Project

http://thehackernews.com/search/label/Tor network
https://libraryfreedomproject.org/torexitpilotphase1/


AUTOMATION +

CATALOGING



 BIBFRAME = 
Bibliographic Framework 
Initiative
 Library of Congress working 

with management company 
Zepheira to develop an 
initiative to evolve bibliographic 
description standards to a 
linked data model, in order to 
make bibliographic information 
more useful both within and 
outside the library community.

 Why does this matter? 
Making libraries 
‘findable’ on the web

BIBFRAME AND LIBRARY.LINK



FOLIO

https://www.folio.org/


STE(A)M-POWERED



MAKERS ON THE MOVE

Bullitt County Public 

Library’s traveling 

makerspace
Image source: @BCPLib

https://twitter.com/BCPLib/status/766982382238965760


MAKING IN THE COMMUNITY

FirstBuild, an innovation 

lab offshoot from GE 

Appliances in Louisville
Image source: FirstBuild Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/p/BHz_jM5hrm6/?taken-by=thefirstbuild
https://firstbuild.com/


3D PRINTING

Wheelchair racer printing specialty glove 

parts at Jessamine County Public Library

Image source: Lexington Herald-Leader

3D printing of cell phone holders

Image source: Warren County Public 

Library Facebook

http://www.kentucky.com/sports/other-sports/article94613242.html


ROBOTS @YOURLIBRARY

Writing with Dash robot during Maker 

Mondays at Henry County Public Library
Image source: Henry County Public Library Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/HenryCountyPublicLibrary/photos/ms.c.eJxlUkEOA0EI~_lEj6Kjz~;49100OThatBQBCBk32LJ85uNT74T9Cd78mDscnIVgwUMzRMCgZzdWuP~_tkwjDoEyjDqEKFaWAiGoVoM5WGoOqGeCdvKMc~_tDulbmjyrTEvvYl7FPHkoj~;bOY3e1dso25qFixhqkOVxlRvrEtKx3rjFfyeeWf11pF7yac4YmltDfeHgMoz~_f9plobTD5u~;0LQEC4KQ~-~-.bps.a.10153694250483461.1073741861.119666448460/10153694250583461/?type=3&theater


THE ROBOTS ARE COMING!

Meet Pepper, the Friendly Humanoid Robot

Image source: IEEE Spectrum YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqlyxg1-gE0


ROBOT COMPANIONS

Sharp’s RoboHon – Robot Smartphone

Image source: Engadget

https://www.engadget.com/2015/10/05/roboho-tiny-robot-smartphone-only-in-japan/


RASPBERRY PI + ARDUINO

Catalog terminal running off Raspberry Pi 

in Palo Verdes Library System (CA)
Image source: Hackaday

Light circuit created with Arduino
Image source: Chattanooga Public Library

http://hackaday.com/2016/05/16/raspberry-pis-sweeten-a-librarys-bottom-line/
http://chattlibrary.org/content/arduino-wants-meet-you


YOUR TURN

What are your patrons asking about?

What kind of  tech training do you need?



WRAP-UP



KEEP TALKING!

For Public Library Technology Support Staff:

• KYTECH is a discussion l ist devoted to those who work with 

technology for their l ibrary. By using this LISTSERV®, 

individuals from around the state will have the chance to ask 

questions, share ideas, voice concerns, and make valuable 

contacts all through their e -mail.

• TO SUBSCRIBE: Send a blank message to: join-kytech@listserv.ky.gov

• See the KDLA website for more information on our many 

listservs – for youth services, adult services, 

bookmobile/outreach, & more!

• http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/listservs.aspx

mailto:join-kytech@listserv.ky.gov
http://kdla.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/listservs.aspx


KDLA SOCIAL MEDIA

@KDLALibDev KDLACE

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE


Lauren Abner

Technology Consultant

lauren.abner@ky.gov

(502) 564-1728

THANKS 

This project was made possible 

in part by the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services.

mailto:lauren.abner@ky.gov

