
EXHIBITORS in alphabetical order 

Bay Area Discovery Museum believes that providing children 
with the high-quality, research-backed early learning 
experiences they need to be successful is the best investment 

we can make as a society. At the Bay Area Discovery Museum, we 
do this by fulfilling our mission to transform research into early learning experiences that 
inspire creative problem solving. 

BADM has a resource for helping public libraries engage with young children, the 
Reimagining School Readiness Toolkit.  Over the past year, four libraries throughout 
Kentucky have been testing the use of this toolkit to inform changes as part of an IMLS 
grant.  We envision Kentucky public libraries participating in the next phase of this grant 
with us, training library staff on effective early childhood education practices and use of 
the research-backed resources presented in the Toolkit.   

Find out more at https://bayareadiscoverymuseum.org/.  Contact Michelle Randall, 
mrandall@badm.org, for more information. 

 
Child Care Aware of Kentucky is the statewide regional 
network for Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) 
services supporting access to safe, affordable, quality child 
care for families and professional development for child care 
providers and trainers.   
 

Find out more at:  https://www.childcareawareky.org/.  Contact Jill Norris, 
jill.norris1@uky.edu, for more information. 

 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a book gifting program that 
gifts free books to children from birth to age five in participating 
communities within the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia and Republic of Ireland. 

Inspired by her father’s inability to read and write Dolly started her 
Imagination Library in 1995 for the children within her home county. 

Today, her program spans five countries and gifts over 1 million free books each month 
to children around the world. 

Find out more at:  https://imaginationlibrary.com/.  Contact Christy Crouse, 
ccrouse@imaginationlibrary.com, for more information. 
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Girls Who Code is an international non-profit leading the 
movement to close the gender gap in tech. We offer free and 
flexible computer science programs for 3rd-12th grade students 
to learn how to make a positive impact on the world through 
computer science.      

Find out more at https://girlswhocode.com/.  Contact Kibret Yebetit, 
kibret.yebetit@girlswhocode.com, for more information. 

 
Glean Kentucky provides links between sources of excess 
produce and individuals and families who are food-insecure. 
Through a partnership with Kentucky's public libraries, Glean 
Kentucky can reach more people in need and share resources for 
replicating the gleaning model as a solution to food waste and 
hunger across the state.   

Gleaning means to gather small amounts from a variety of sources. Glean Kentucky 
does exactly that to fight two problems at the same time: food waste and insecurity. By 
gleaning, we gather fresh fruits and vegetables that would be wasted and make sure it 
gets to hungry people in need. Join us in getting gleaning started in your community! 

Find out more at https://gleanky.org/.  Contact Ben Southworth, ben@gleanky.org, 
for more information. 

 

 

Human Development Institute at the University of 
Kentucky promotes the inclusion, independence, and 

contributions of people with disabilities and their families through education, research 
and evaluation, information sharing, leadership, and advocacy across Kentucky and the 
nation.   

The HDI Learning Center offers over 100 free classes, with topics from early childhood 
and employment, to healthcare and communication.  The Learning Center includes 3 
free modules written specifically for librarians:  

School Ready Libraries Module 1: Cognitive & General Knowledge Development  

School Ready Libraries Module 2: Physical Well Being and Social Emotional 
Development  

School Ready Libraries Module 3: Language Development and Communication 
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HDI Center for Assistive Technology Services provides statewide comprehensive 
assistive technology. 

Child Care Aware of Kentucky ensures families have access to safe, affordable, 
quality care. This department is also an exhibitor at this conference. 

The Community Work Transition Program supports students with disabilities in 
gaining the skills and resources needed to be career ready.  

The Down Syndrome Pregnancy program provides honest, compassionate, 
medically-reviewed, and informative support for those preparing for the birth of a baby 
with Down syndrome. 

CDC’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” program aims to improve early identification of 
children with autism and other developmental disabilities so children and families can 
get the services and support needed.   This department is also an exhibitor at this 
conference. 

The Transportation Initiative provides comprehensive information and education on 
transportation options. 

Universal Design is about making places and resources useable by a world that is very 
diverse. Our goal is for information, communication and the built environment to be 
accessible regardless of education, language, or disability.   

Find out more at:  https://www.hdilearning.org/.  Contact Sally Dannenberg, 
sally.dannenberg@uky.edu, for more information. 

 

KDLA (Kentucky Department for Library and Archives) is a 
collection of free library and information resources.  KDLA's mission 

is to serve "Kentucky's need to know" through its services 
"assuring equitable access" to information and services. 

KDLA has available for circulation: 

• book discussion kits 
• themed kits 
• audios 
• large print 
• professional development 
• parenting educational/support materials 
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COMING SOON:  KDLA is in the process of launching a storytelling collection, full of 
audios created by the best of the best storytelling performers, illustrated texts to support 
storytelling, and educational storytelling resources. 

Find out more at: https://kdla.ky.gov 

Contact Amy Olson, Youth Services Consultant, amy.olson@ky.gov, or Deborah 
Hibbard, Circulation and Outreach Librarian/Book Kits, deborah.hibbard@ky.gov, for 
more information. 

 

Kentucky 4-H International Program would love to work with KY 
libraries to further the joint work of global education.   Kentucky 4-H is 
a youth development organization sponsored by the University of 
Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service with the goal of providing 
education and life skill development opportunities for youth to grow 
into confident, capable, and contributing members of their 

communities. There is a UK Cooperative Extension Service Office in each of the 120 
Kentucky counties. 4-H youth participate in a variety of programs and projects: Family 
and Consumer Sciences, Health Living, Communications, Leadership, Natural 
Resources, Science, Engineering and Technology, and Agriculture.  

For more information visit: https://4-h.ca.uky.edu/programareas.  Contact Rachel 
Noble, rachel.noble@uky.edu, for more information. 

Each extension office has a different 4-H contact. To find your county 4-H, visit: 
https://extension.ca.uky.edu/county 

 

 

The Kentucky Academy of Science sponsors the Kentucky Science 
Speakers Bureau, making scientists available at no cost to educators, 
community groups, government officials, or media as needed to speak 
on a variety of topics. 

KAS is a statewide scientific society of 4300+ members, fostering scientific discovery 
and understanding in Kentucky.  KAS encompasses Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
and Social Sciences.  Most college & university faculty staff and students, and Kentucky 
teachers, are eligible for complimentary membership.   

Our other programs include: 
• Annual meeting for scientists each fall (join us Nov 6-7 online) 
• Junior Academy for Middle and High School scientists each spring 
• Research grants for scientists in Kentucky 
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• Our annual excellence in Science Education & Outreach Award 

Find out more at:  https://kyscience.org/.  Contact Amanda Fuller, 
executivedirector@kyscience.org, for more information. 
 
 
 

Kentucky Science Center has been offering traveling 
assembly programs, exhibits such as Science in Play 2 Go and 
in-library programming for seven years. We value relationships 
with all of our libraries who help us with our mission to increase 
science literacy.    

In response to uncertainty with in person, in building programming, Kentucky Science 
Center is expanding their Science Travels to You programming platform to digital. We 
will highlight digital resources and digital content that can be utilized as standalone or 
supplemental programming for all ages. 

Find out more at https://kysciencecenter.org/.  Contact Mira Gentry-Johnson, 
Mira.Gentry-Johnson@louisvilleky.gov, for more information. 

 

 

KET offers early childhood, K-12, and adult education resources, 
professional development, and other educational tools for families, 
educators, and communities across the state.   See why students 
and teachers across Kentucky and the nation turn to KET for high-

quality media, engaging curriculum, and innovative digital-learning resources, including 
PBS LearningMedia, Media Arts resources, and much more.  

Find out more at:  https://www.ket.org/education/.  Contact Brittany Strube, 
bstrube@ket.org, for more information. 
 
 

The “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” campaign promotes the 
importance of celebrating developmental milestones with families 
and encouraging families to “act early should they have any 
concerns about their child’s development.   Free developmental 
monitoring resources and materials are available to help families 
track their child’s development. Libraries that serve parents of 

young children can add “Learn the Signs.” materials to their resources for parents. 
 
CDC materials help programs address the need for child development resources.  
Programs can customize CDC materials with their own contact information and 
distribute them to the populations they serve.  Developmental monitoring materials can 
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be shared during story times or made available to families to pick up on a consumer 
education rack with various flyers on it.  
 
Find out more at: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html.  Contact 
Christine Hausman, christine.hausman@uky.edu, for more information. 
 
 
 

UK Cooperative Extension is part of the University of Kentucky and 
Kentucky State University off-campus information network created to 
deliver information, education, solutions, and to grow ideas into better 
communities, stronger local economies, and healthier lives.  
 
UK Cooperative Extension partners with all organizations across our 

counties and provide educational programs to libraries, community centers, schools, 
churches or anyone looking for our services.  In addition, training resources are 
provided to teachers, community leaders, librarians, businesses and to individuals who 
request assistance.   
 
UK Cooperative Extension would love to offer these programs in your library: 

• robotics 
• hydroponics 

 
Find out more at:  https://campbell.ca.uky.edu/content/about-us 
or https://extension.ca.uky.edu/ 
 
Contact Casey Townsend, casey.townsend@uky.edu, for more information. 
 
 

 
The KYAC Virtual Conference is funded in part by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services through the Grants to States Program. 
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