


WorldCat Discovery:
One Catalog, Worldwide Collections

Library Collections and Circulation Branch
Division of Library Services

KY Department for Libraries & Archives



Objectives

 State Library services & collections overview

 WorldCat Discovery (WCD) overview

 Accessing WCD from KDLA’s website

 Searching in WCD

 Obtaining titles/items

 Creating a WCD personal account



The State Library



Library Services for State Employees
• Physical Collection of Books, CD Audiobooks, and DVDs

• Downloadable Collection of eBooks, eAudiobooks, and 
Magazines

• Electronic Research Databases

• Interlibrary Loan

• Ask A Librarian         

• A Variety of Training Resources



Physical Collection
Books
• Kentucky Collection - all things KY
• Health and Wellness Topics - Various health subjects, personal 

finances, retirement planning, parenting issues
• Workplace Topics - Computer skills/software applications,  customer 

service, human resources, management, communication skills
• Large Print Books - Both fiction and non-fiction 

Audiobooks
• Both Fiction and Non-Fiction CD audiobooks

DVDs 
• Supervisory skills, communication, diversity, & safety



Electronic Collection and Resources

Kentucky Libraries Unbound Downloadable Collection
• eBooks, eAudiobooks, Magazines
• Fiction and non-fiction titles, includes popular new titles 

Electronic Research Databases
• Search a topic in thousands of newspaper, magazine, professional journal, 

and encyclopedia articles
• Subscribe to databases: BioOne, JStor, NewsBank, KYVL 60+ databases and 

Data Axle-Reference USA, and the Homeland Security Digital Library 



WorldCat Discovery
Overview



KDLA WorldCat Discovery

WorldCat – a bibliographic database that itemizes the 
collections of current and past institutional members of the 
Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) global cooperative.

WorldCat Discovery – provides easy access to the State 
Library’s collection plus library collections worldwide
Over 422 million books/e-books, audiobooks/e-

audiobooks, and titles in other formats

Central index to articles in various research databases
Over 600 million articles
 Some leading to full-text



Advantages

 Ability to search State Library & beyond in a single 
search

 Expanded access to more types of information 
(books, audiobooks, articles, e-books, DVDs,..) 

 Ease of obtaining information from a variety of 
libraries and electronic sources
 Request directly from WorldCat
 Download some articles directly 
 Initiate Interlibrary Loan request



Accessing 
WorldCat Discovery



kdla.ky.gov





WorldCat Discovery



Searching 
WorldCat Discovery





9/5/2023

















Search Results
• Facets – limit search you have already done
• Held By Library
 Libraries Worldwide
 KDLA
 Kentucky Historical Society

• Format                 
• Author
• Subject
• Publication Year                            
• Language







Basic Search

•Basic (default) search
•Keywords
•Combining concepts to focus search









Advanced Search

Basic (default) search
Keywords
Combining concepts

Advanced search
 Field searching (title, author, subject…)
Narrow search (date, format)

































Obtaining Titles/Items Found in 
WorldCat Discovery



Getting Materials

 Electronic items held by KDLA
 Access directly from WorldCat Discovery
 Access directly from research databases

 Physical Materials held by KDLA
 Request or place hold in WorldCat 

Discovery

 Physical Materials and articles not held by 
KDLA
 Place an Interlibrary Loan request













Interlibrary Loan Service

Work related only

 Physical materials sent by Messenger Mail or 
FedEx with free return postage when received
 5 to 20 work days

 Articles sent by email
 2 weeks, but usually much quicker

On time return of physical materials is essential















Creating a Personal WCD 
Account



My WorldCat Account

Account set up in WorldCat Discovery
Register (set password) the first time only

 Items checked out
Renew items
 Items on hold
Charges for lost items
Change password
 Save lists































Remember
Training Events Calendar
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Training-
Events-Calendar.aspx

Archived Training Sessions
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Archived-
Webinars.aspx

Follow-up email with training certificate (may take                                
1-2 weeks to arrive) and short, five-minute survey

https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Training-Events-Calendar.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Training-Events-Calendar.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Archived-Webinars.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Archived-Webinars.aspx


Contact Us
Email:
KDLAReferenceDesk@ky.gov

Phone:
In Frankfort
502-564-8306
Outside Frankfort
800-928-7000 (choose option #3)
8:00-4:30 EST M-F

Online Ask-a-Librarian
https://kdla.ky.gov/employees/Pages/Ask-a-Librarian.aspx

Onsite Visits:
300 Coffee Tree Rd, Frankfort
9:00 – 3:30 (EST) M-T
Appointments are encouraged for the Archives research room

mailto:KDLAReferenceDesk@ky.gov
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