Resources for a Baby Storytime

Resource Books
Babies in the Library by Jane Marino
This is the definitive book on doing baby programming in the library.  Marino gives a lot of great information and advice to get you started.  Read this first.
125 Brain Games for Babies by Jackie Silberg

This book will give you lots of great material for your storytime.  While a lot of the games are designed to be used in common situations around the house, there’s no reason you can’t teach them or practice them at storytime.  For example, for the diaper changing song on page 32 just have the caregivers lay the baby on the floor in front of them as if they were going to change the diaper.  For the movement, have them clap or do the sign for diaper (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xO1ra_8S_0A) while they sing.   The great thing about this book is that it not only gives you songs and games, it gives you a developmental tip to use with each one in a box at the top of the page.  
Baby’s Favorite Rhymes to Sign by Penny Warner

I love using simple signs in storytimes!  The trick for inexperienced signers is to not worry about signing the whole song or rhyme.  Choose one or two signs to highlight and only use that sign during the song.  This book will give you lots of good ideas about what songs, rhymes, and signs might work well together.  Also, see the baby signing resources below.  
The Complete Resource Book for Infants by Pam Schiller

This book is a hodge podge of tips, ideas, and songs to use with babies and toddlers.  Use them in your storytime or share them with parents.  
Heather’s Tips for Baby Programming

Books: I would encourage you to use both picture books and board books in your baby programming.  Picture books are large enough to be seen by everyone in the room.  There are many bright and fun picture books that you can use with these programs.  I generally used anything that I might use for toddlers.  However, there are also many great board books that you can’t find in a larger picture book version.  These are also good to use if you have a smaller group.  

Songs and Fingerplays: I generally repeat songs and fingerplays two or three times.  They are very short and this helps to teach them to the caregivers.  
Presentation:  Don’t get hung up over whether or not the babies are paying attention.  The babies are not going to pay attention.  You are mainly there for the caregivers.  You are modeling and teaching educational and fun ways to interact with books and a child.  Interact and make eye contact with any baby that looks your way, but if they stare at the ceiling or play with a toy throughout the program—don’t worry about it!  Another tip:  Bubbles!  Invest in a good bubble pipe (Gymboree makes a good one) and some bubbles.  Play music and blow bubbles.  Babies will love it.  
Room Arrangement:  I found that having everyone sit on the floor in a circle with baby on their lap worked best.  I stacked the chair around the walls of the room and we sat in the center.  It seemed that caregivers were more inclined to participate if they were sitting on the floor instead of a chair.  I also did the storytime in a program room.  I found their were fewer distractions for the caregivers and the babies (and fewer annoyances for the other library patrons) if I removed them from out in the open.  
Length of Program:  It’s fine for baby programs to be shorter than preschool storytimes.  I found that the babies generally started to get restless after about fifteen minutes.  After that I would play music and put out books and toys.  Often the caregivers would stay longer to play and socialize.
Make it Your Own:  These are just suggestions from my particular experience.  Yours may be different.  So try different approaches and find what works for you.    
Baby Books
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Five Little Ducks by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey

Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown

Hush Little Baby by Shari Halpren

Pots and Pans by Patricia Hubbell

Ten Tiny Tickles by Karen Katz

Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle

Here are My Hands by Bill Martin Jr and John Archambault

I Love Colors by Margaret Miller 

Peekaboo Baby by Margaret Miller

I Kissed the Baby by Mary Murphy

Here Comes Mother Goose by Iona Opie and Rosemary Wells
Tickle, Tickle by Helen Oxenbury

What Do You Say? By Mandy Stanley

More, More, More Said the Baby by Vera Williams

Piggies by Audrey Wood

Kit Contents

Music

The kit contains 3 cd’s.  Use them to teach yourself some new songs or play the songs during your storytime.  I like to use cd’s before and after storytime.  I play the music as the caregivers are entering the room.  I play it again when storytime is over while caregivers and babies stay to play and socialize.  

Color Boxes
There are different ways to use these.  You can pick out objects to use as props during your stories and songs.  You can do a “show and tell” during the storytime by taking the objects out of the boxes one by one and talking about their names and colors.  Pass them around to the babies and caregivers so that they can talk about them too. Or just leave them for the caregivers and babies to play with after storytime.  

Puppets
These child-sized puppets will fit nicely on babies’ hands or on the tips of your hands.  Use them with any song that features different animals, like “When Ducks Get Up in the Morning” and “Old Mac Donald.”

Shakers 

Shakers can be used with almost any storytime song or with just music.  Just remember to take them up as soon as you are done with them or you will hear them throughout the rest of your storytime.

Ball

Rolling a ball back and forth between babies can be a fun way to begin your storytime and learn the children’s names.  The ball included this kit includes a rattle for extra interest.  Here is a chant to use with the ball.  

Balls 

Here is a big round bouncy ball 

I bounce it 1,2,3. 

Here is a ball for throwing. 

I can catch it, 

Watch and see. 

Here is a ball for rolling. 

Please roll it back to me. 
Parachute


There are few fun things to do with a parachute and babies.  First, make sure everyone has taken their shoes off so they won’t damage the parachute or get it dirty.  


One activity is to place all of the older babies (sitting up independently) on the parachute and have the caregivers grab the sides.  Have the caregivers walk in a circle singing and pulling the parachute around like a carousel.  Another activity is to place the babies under the parachute.  Have the caregivers grab the sides and gently wave the parachute up and down in the air over the babies.  “Ring Around the Rosies” and “London Bridge” work well with both of these activities. 


Another activity is to put balloons or balls on the parachute.  Have the caregivers wave the parachute up and down causing the balloons or balls to bounce.  A popcorn chant works well with this game:  

Popcorn, Popcorn

Popcorn, popcorn

Put it in a pan.

(Pouring motion)

Shake it up, shake it up

(Gently shake baby)

BAM, BAM, BAM

(Bounce baby down on your lap with each “bam”)

Popcorn

You put the oil in the pot

And the pot gets hot

You put the popcorn in 

And you start to grin

Sizzle, sizzle, sizzle, sizzle,

POP!

Songs and Fingerplays

See “Fingerplays for Baby Storytimes” file
Sensory and Movement Activities 
See “Baby Developmental Activities” file
ASL Resources

Baby Sign Language Dictionary
http://www.babysignlanguagedictionary-mysmarthands.com/Baby_Sign_Language_Dictionary_-_My_Smart_Hands.html
Baby Sign Language

http://www.babysignlanguage.com/
Baby Signing Time

http://www.signingtime.com/resources/
Crafts

Of course babies can’t do crafts, but you can do crafts with the parents.  Here are some fun ideas of crafts parents can make for their babies.

Homemade Books:  
1.  Make simple “books” by inserting pictures in heavy-weight, self-closing plastic bags that you sew together.  Or use heavy-duty clear tape to attach pictures to cardboard.  Keep books to a size that your baby can easily handle, with just one large, bright picture to a page.  Postcards and the fronts of old birthday and Christmas cards that are given a protective “laminate” can be held together with yarn running through punch holes.

2.  Make a touch-and-feel book of interesting textures.  Include a variety of items, such as ribbons, zippers, yarn, and different kinds of fabric scraps, such as velvet and corduroy.  Avoid buttons that may come off and be swallowed.  Bubble wrap, sandpaper, feathers…

Or texture boards

Picture Boards

Paste pictures of baby faces onto cardboard

Roly-Poly Books

Turn a round container like an oatmeal box into a book for your baby.  Find attractive pictures in magazines to paste them on the box.  Select pictures of things that are familiar to your baby, such as animals, people, cups, balls or toys.  Cover the pictures with clear contact paper.  Play with your baby.  Roll the box, pointing to difference pictures.  Talk about them.

