
Summer Meals in Public Libraries 





Mission: Work collectively to 
create a hunger-free 
Kentucky

State’s Largest 
Charitable Response to 
Hunger

Focus on Child Hunger, 
Food Sourcing for 
Network, SNAP Outreach, 
& Advocacy

04

Network of 7 Feeding 
America Food Banks & 
900+ Partner Pantries 
Serving All 120 Counites





Kentucky Kids Eat

• Specialized focus on child hunger is unique to Feeding KY 
compared to other PSAs

• Mission-Aligned Goal: Food security for every KY child every 
day 

• What We Do: Connect KY kids to healthy foods 365 days a 
year

• Program Neither Feeds Children Directly or Provides Food to 
Families 

• How Does KKE Foster Connections? 4P’s to Hunger Free 
Approach

Child Hunger Relief Program of Feeding Kentucky



Feeding Kentucky’s Official Statewide Childhood Hunger Relief Program

Mission: Ensure every Kentucky kid has access to nutritious foods 365 days a year

4P’s to Hunger Free Approach
• Publicize the problem of hunger and food insecurity among KY Kids
• Promote evidence-based strategies to curb hunger & food insecurity among KY Kids
• Partner with the public-private sector to put these strategies into practice
• Push for policies that provide legislative solutions to the problem of hunger and food insecurity among 

KY Kids







Food Insecurity
Social & Economic Condition Connected to Hunger 





Kids eligible for free & reduced-price 
school meals are ~2.7 times more 

likely to be food insecure that their 
non-eligible counterparts 

During the School Year 2024-25 School Year

CEP ADOPTING SCHOOLS 
NON- CEP ADOPTING 

SCHOOLS CEP & NON-CEP  

PRICE OF SCHOOL MEALS BY TOTAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT AT KENTUCKY 
SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
ADOPTING & NOT ADOPTING THE COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY PROVISION  

91.9% of Kentucky Students Attending NSLP & SBP Participating Schools Receive Meals at No Charge 





During Summer Break 

Despite Tremendous Growth in Summer Meals, We Are Reaching Only A Portion 
of Kentucky Kids Who Receive Free & Reduced Priced School Meals





LIBRARIES EXPANDING ACCESS 
Summer Meals in Kentucky’s Public Libraries 2025

38 Counties

~ 51 Meal Sites

113,000 Meals, 
3,500 Snacks  

$510,000 in Meal 
Reimbursements



Green Co. Public Library 
partnered with Feeding America 
Kentucky’s Heartland Food Bank 

– closing long-standing gap in 
access in the county

Casey Co. Public Library 
partnered with Feeding America 
Kentucky’s Heartland Food Bank 

– closing gap in access in the 
county

Lewis Co. Public Library 
partnered with UMC Food 

Ministry to expand access to 
summer meals

Expanded access among rural 
kids from 0% to 85% with over 
113,000 summer meals served 
in Lewis County in 2025 
compared to 698 in 2024.to 
summer meals

Each supported with grant 
funding from No Kid Hungry 

Kentucky and local sponsor-site 
partnerships facilitated by KDLA 

and the Kentucky Kids Eat 
Program 



6 Ways Libraries Could Support 
Summer Meals in KYC

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

Be a 
Sponsor Be a Site Volunteer 

Time

Provide 
Enrichment 

Outreach & 
Support 
Families 



5 Ways: Be a Sponsor

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

• Libraries as sponsors could prioritize closing gaps in access

RNC in e ligible  rura l a reas  not covered by congrega te  s ites

Expand in-county ava ilability of summer meals  by clos ing 

gaps  le ft by other sponsors .

 Severa l counties  have  only 4 weeks  of ava ilability to 

summer meals  

• Example : Lawrence  Co. Public Library 



5 Ways: Be a Site

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

• Libraries as sites can provide access points for kid 

to receive summer meals – both SUN Meals 

(congregate) and SUN Meals to Go (non-

congregate) 

• Examples: 

SUN Meals  to Go S ites  – Green Co. Public 

Library, Russe ll Co. Public Library 

SUN Meals  S ites  – McCracken Co. Public Library

Scan QR Code to Learn 
More about Summer 
Meals at Russell & 
Henry Co. Public 
Libraries 

Scan QR Code to Learn 
More about Summer 
Meals at  McCracken 
Co. Public Library.



5 Ways: Volunteer Time

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

• KY school district sponsors repeatedly identify staff  is the 

most frequently identified barrier to offering summer meals 

as well as challenging while providing summer meals.

• Support school district sponsors by volunteering staff time to 

pack meal kits, help weekly parent pick ups or committee 

volunteers for a week as local community partner.

• Example: Livingston County Schools works with local 

organizations to provide volunteers for a week. 

Scan QR Code to 
Learn More about 
Summer Meals 
through Livingston 
Co. Schools 



5 Ways: Provide Enrichment

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

• Connect summer reading programs with summer meal 

programs. 

• If your library is a stop on a mobile route, plan enrichment 

around the pick-up time. 

• Partner with sponsors to provide enrichment at meal sites 

during KY Farm to Summer Meals Celebration Week. 



J u n e  21 – 27 • An initiative with the KY Farm to Summer Meals 
Campaign, hosted by the KY Farm to School Network.

• Campaign centers on incorporation of locally grown foods 
into SUN Meals and SUN Meals to Go

• Libraries could opportunities to keep kids engaged in 
learning through hands-on agriculture and nutrition 
educational activities.

• If site, consider having the local farmer visit – “Know Your 
Farmer, Know Your Food 

Campaign preview webinar & slides 
Scan QR Code for Toolkit 

LEARN MORE:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NV063yaLGeQ&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kNkx2UVaP3CYLIlWwszqxHZTkLNMW2Kh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113242892193818580855&rtpof=true&sd=true


5 Ways: Outreach & Support Families

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

• Biggest barrier to participating in summer meals is 

lack of awareness they are available. 

• No Kid Hungry Summer Meals Outreach Toolkit

• Flyers, Social Media Posts, Etc, in multiple 

languages

• Post/Share Flyers Created by Local Sponsors

• Find Flyers through KKE website

• Help Families with Technology Requirements – 

Online Sign Up, Summer Meal Surveys 

https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/summer-meals-outreach-toolkit
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/resource/summer-meals-outreach-toolkit
https://feedingky.org/summer-meal-programs/


Resources to Support

CUMBERLAND

CLINTON

No Kid Hungry Kentucky Resources – Summer Meals in Public Libraries

No Kid Hungry Center for Best Practices – Summer & Afterschool Meals 
in Libraries

https://state.nokidhungry.org/kentucky/summer-meals-in-public-libraries/
https://state.nokidhungry.org/kentucky/summer-meals-in-public-libraries/
https://state.nokidhungry.org/kentucky/summer-meals-in-public-libraries/
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries


THANKS!
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