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What is MEDLINE?

● Largest biomedical database of articles in the world. 

● Contains over 33 million articles covering medicine, veterinary sciences, 

nursing, dentistry, etc…

● MeSH or Medical Subject Headings, can be used to help researchers. 

● Can be searched via multiple interfaces.



Old view…

Goodbye old friend.

Starting Jan. 7th…







● Reliable, current 

information, on health 

topics, medications, etc…

● Designed for general 

public and health care 

professionals. 

● No advertising 

● Content is free and 

available in English and 

Spanish



Health Literacy and MedlinePlus

● “Written materials should be at a 4th to 6th grade level, use short sentences 

and simple words, provide evidence-based instructions, and include pictures. 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has a tool to assess 

already developed patient education materials.” (Bakerjian, 2023)

● Health Education Materials Assessment Tool - used to figure if a material can 

be designated as “easy-to-read”. 

● MedlinePlus has a whole section dedicated to “Easy-to-Read Health 

Information”. 

https://medlineplus.gov/pdf/health-education-materials-assessment-tool.pdf
https://medlineplus.gov/all_easytoread.html
https://medlineplus.gov/all_easytoread.html




Over 50!



What is the condition/diagnosis?

What causes this condition?

Who is at risk for this condition?

What are the symptoms of this 
condition?

How is this condition diagnosed?

What are the treatments?





What is the test?

What are the tests used 
for?

Why do I need the test?

What happens during the 
test?

Do I need to prepare for 
the test?

Are there any risks to the 
test?

What do my results 
mean?
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