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Getting to Know 
Nonfiction Readers



What Surveys Report

• Men more likely to read nonfiction 
• Oldest Americans (aged 75 and older) are 

more likely to read nonfiction
• Sales of print books declining more in 

fiction than nonfiction
• Strong preference for self-help titles



Why Prefer Nonfiction

• Truth and attempts to discover it through 
nonfiction is often an ingenious and 
creative process.

• You value “enlightenment” over 
“entertainment”.

• You don’t like the predictability of fiction. 
• You read nonfiction because you enjoy the 

accumulation of facts overall. 



More Reasons

• There’s something about reading the 
same thing that everybody is reading and 
at the same time as everybody else, that 
turns you off.

• You enjoy the direct application that you 
can make from nonfiction.

• You tend to think that nonfiction simply 
makes you smarter because it expands 
your understanding of the real-world. 



More Reasons

• You find that the reality of nonfiction is not 
worse than fiction simply because it is 
true.

• You can make connections more easily 
between two seemingly disconnected 
events or subjects. 

• You are always in a state of re-evaluating 
and re-assessing what you believe in.



More Reasons

• Your ability to hold contradictory ideas 
makes you forever curious.

• The way you see it, nonfiction is more 
challenging than fiction. 

• Your engagement with nonfiction is almost 
always intentional and enhancing. 

• Preferring nonfiction makes you feel like 
more of a student of the world.



Appeal Factors



Appeal Elements

• Pacing
• Characterization
• Storyline
• Detail
• Learning/experiencing
• Language
• Setting
• Tone



Narrative Context

• Using storytelling to capture readers’ 
interest

• Character, dialogue, setting and scene



Type

• Memoir, biography, letters, educational, 
investigative

• Type of book in nonfiction similar to sub-
genre in fiction



Subject

• What the book is about
• When reading for pleasure, subject may 

be of secondary consideration
• Readers may gravitate to particular author 

or type of book



Getting to 
Know Nonfiction





Popular Subgenres

• Biographies / memoirs
• Contemporary issues / politics
• Cooking / diet
• History / immigrant experience
• Popular culture / entertainment / lifestyles
• Popular science



More Subgenres

• Self-help / sociology / spirituality
• Sports
• Survival  / true adventure / nature
• Travel
• True crime



Nonfiction RA 
Tools & Tips 



Fiction / Nonfiction Crossovers

• Memoirs
• Essays
• Adventure stories
• Reading guides



Other Tips

• Start reading nonfiction
• Use displays that pair up fiction and 

nonfiction
• Include nonfiction in booklists
• Include nonfiction in discussion groups 

and blogs
• Suggest at least one nonfiction title when 

doing RA with fiction reader



Awards

• American Booksellers Association Award
• Audie Award for Nonfiction Audiobook
• Aventis Prize for Science Books
• Lionel Gelber Prize
• Lukas Prize Project
• National Book Critics Circle
• Pulitzer Prize nonfiction
• Samuel Johnson Prize



Available from KDLA via ILL

Wyatt, Neal. The Readers’ Advisory 
Guide to Nonfiction. Chicago: 
ALA, 2007.

Orr,Cynthia and Diana Tixier. 
Genreflecting: a Guide to 
Popular Reading Interests. 
Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries 
Unlimited, [2013].



Tools for Nonfiction RA

• Amazon.com
• BarnesandNoble.com
• Publishers’ catalogs
• Review sources

– Booklist
– Library Journal
– Publisher’s Weekly
– New York Times Book Review



Web Resources

• AllReaders.com
• BookTV.org
• ALA/RUSA CODES Notable Books List
• Fourth Genre (Michigan State Univ.)
• Goodreads Popular Non Fiction that 

Reads Like Fiction



Sachem (NY) Public Library



Pickering (Ont.) Library



Charlotte Mecklinburg (NC)



Christchurch City (NZ)



What do you know?



Which is the best choice?

A patron is looking for another book similar 
to The Perfect Storm but not necessarily 
about shipwrecks.

a. Tell him you haven’t read The Perfect Storm.
b. Tell the patron to search the library’s catalog.
c. Ask the patron what he liked best about The 

Perfect Storm.



Which choice is best?

A patron enjoyed Mauve: How One Man 
Invented a Color That Changed the World.
What title would you recommend?
a. Blue: the History of a Color
b. Zipper: an Exploration of Novelty
c. Word Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, 

Genius, and Obsession in the World of 
Competitive Scrabble Players



Which is the best answer?

As a reader’s advisor, which would be 
important?

a. Know about every title in your library
b. Be able to write a review
c. Have an open mind



What would you choose?

If you wanted to recommend a nonfiction 
title to a patron who enjoyed the  Philippa 
Gregory’s The Boleyn Inheritance, what 
would you suggest?
a. The Six Wives of Henry VIII
b. Eat, Pray, Love
c. Under the Tuscan Sun



What should you do?

A regular patron complains he has read all 
the library’s fictional police procedural titles. 
a. Ask him to donate money for more police 

procedural titles.
b. Ask if he would like to try something 

related, like nonfiction true crime 
narratives.

c. Send him to another library or bookstore.



Conclusion



Need Help?

• Telephone
• 502-564-8306
• 800-928-7000 (option #3)

• Ask a Librarian 
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/askalibrarian/
Pages/InformationRequest.aspx 



Remember

Continuing Education Events Calendar
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopme
nt/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.asp
x

Follow-up email (may take 1-2 weeks)
• Training certificate
• Evaluation survey link



Download Presentation

In the File Share box
• Click on “Nonfiction RA Slides”
• Save to my computer

In the pop-up window:
• Click “Download”
• “Save”
• Choose where to save it
• “Save”


