For Sound Issues:

lick the purple pad in the bottom right

lick the My Settings gear %=

lick Audio & video Settings to set up your camera

& mic, get a dial-in phone number, or adjust your
volume

* To use your computer for sound, you must use a

computer that has a microphone

To Chat:
* Click the purple tab in the bottom right
* Click the Chat bubble ©




Beginning

Genealogy Research

Jessica Herrington

ILibrarian

KDILA Archives Research Room




Genealogy

Where did we come from?




Family Trees/Charts

 Bare bones framework

Family Histories

e Stories, reasons, & memories

Original Records

* Proving the facts




Not likely to be Family lore Not everything Records are
quick or easy is not fact is online not immortal

Myths & Misconceptions




The Essentials

Skill

where, what, how to look

A\

Persistence
keep trying many
approaches, many places,
many people

e

Serendipity

found by someone else,
buried in an attic, or
misfiled in boxes




First Steps

GATHER HOME & FAMILY
SOURCES: STORIES,
DOCUMENTS, PHOTOS,
ANYTHING!

TALK TO RELATIVES FOR
PRELIMINARY
INFORMATION, OTHER
DOCUMENTS OR PHOTOS

CHART THE FRAMEWORK,
BEGINNING WITH SELF &
WORKING BACKWARDS




Research

Strategies

Objective: specific information wanted

Known Facts: additional information may

help

Working Hypothesis: what seems likely?

Identity Sources: types of records, likely
repositories, online resources

Planned Steps: start with most likely
sources



Searching & Documenting

* Keep detailed notes of all searches, even the
unsuccessful ones

* Document everything: photocopy records or keep
handwritten notes if necessary

* Stay organized: keep information easy to access




Types of Records

Vital Records: births, marriages, deaths
US Census Records: locations of family over time

Government Records: Land, Probate, Tax, Military,
Court, Naturalizations

Cemetery Records: burial locations

Other: Church records, newspapers, family records,
oral histories...




Vital Records

* Name * Names * Name
e Race * Ages e Race
* Birthplace * Marriage date & * Birth & death dates

Birthdate location e [.ocation of birth &
Parents names & * Parents names, death

birthplaces permissions Cause of death
Burial information
Marital status
Spouse’s name




mm*mﬂhﬂﬂm&n&;%u 1
“xh E %
oy Wl Ml s L
"o ol

“Dutg ol Marviage M Glem o m

Apecd Waswed. kBT pesms; Corddiion (singte, witewsd, divaroad) PR S S
v Condition (angle, whdowed dimeed) . Midodemd

Hamen of Paorats of Husbend___b% . ST oot

amd

Magss of Parcati of

i LA
Brcapatin of Hasbant TR e
Druiw of Loarve =3 “digp sl bt

Sebucrised ard wmra e brkars me By CTom, T Y
M Te= o goeE g % e

. A:m._mglh—m

! B e T D
= *RECORD OF MARRIACE CERTIFICATE,

LI i I 1)

TR ey o o . Chiseh,

unj.a_maaua.tmhmuﬁu_h—‘r__dd G sl
bt e L e oﬁil,_ Kerradey,

anariny of g b Boese, 1 rmied n Mmoo e S R e T
g otk LY T I P i

n-,;muf.lnu hareh, in B resm . gl _(f B B
———qﬁ-ddmm Lol dl..m%__.—
T iiskried ard Bgedl, arocmting 1n b, satbecidng e b colikrate. the rios. e i fhe Cotniy {or dlip} ol —

et of Kereucky.
titve wnder my band, o ford B {1

A Capy, Atoem:

Bkanki b e (Tl b Clerk war miam of Liooue.

Marriages

* FExist for most counties since
their founding

* KDLA has microfilm copies

for most counties; some

County Clerks kept records




Births & Deaths

* 1852-1910: at KDLA; records not consistent ot
complete, varies by county & years

* 1911-present: Ofttice of Vital Statistics; specitic
requests only, not able to browse

* Deaths 1911-1965: also available at KDILA on

microfilm
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Census Records

Count & description of the population

Taken every 10 years since 1790

Hasiest way to locate where an ancestor lived at the time
1790 & 1800: lost, recreated from tax lists

1890: destroyed by fire in 1921

1950 Census was released to public in 2022 (72 years)
KDLA has microfilm

Ancestry & Family Search: better quality, searchable online
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Census Information

Names, ages, birthplaces: 1850-1950
Birthplaces of parents: 1880-1950
Relationships: 1880-1950

Family & Neighbors: All years
Immigration Year: 1900-1930
Citizenship: 1910-1940




LLand Records

* Deeds: a record 1s created each time property was
transferred

* Exist for most counties since their founding
* Recorded in County Clerk for county where land was located

* NOTE! As new counties were formed or boundaries changed,
older records stayed in the parent county

* Land Grants: issued by government for military service or
cash payments

* Secretary of State Land Office has indexes & original records

* KDLA has copies for most records on microfilm
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Probate Records

* Search multiple books & records; not usually
collected into a single file (until 1978)

* Wills
Estate Settlements
Inventories & Appraisements
Guardianships

Court Cases, if settlement was contested
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Tax Records

Tax lists serve similar purpose as a census

Help follow families between census years, or as
alternative to missing years

Owned property, militia volunteer, etc.

Poll taxes: paid yearly by white males age 21+ for
privilege of voting




Military Records

Compiled service records
Adjutant General Reports
Pension records

Bounty land records

KDLA has some records, depending on the conflict




Military Records

* KY Dept of Military Affairs

Military Records & Research Branch
1700 Louisville Rd. Frankfort, KY 40601
502-607-6041

* National Archives (Revolutionary War — 1912)
Washington D.C.

www.archives.gov/veterans

* National Personnel Records Center (WWI — present)

1 Archives Dr. St. Louis, MO 63138
314-801-0800



http://www.archives.gov/veterans

Court Records

Legal activities through life
Divorce, civil disputes, criminal charges

Relationships, character information, financial &
business information, held court position

Most records still in original form
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Immigration & Naturalization

® Pre-1790: no federal laws, VA laws applied to KY

* 1779: VA granted citizenship to any white individual born in territory & all
living there for more than 2 years

* 1783: must appear before a court to attain citizenship
* 1790-1906: federal naturalization act
* immigrants generally eligible for naturalization after 5 years
* Process handled in any court (city, county, state, or federal)
* 1906-present: federal naturalization process established

* Stll occurred in nonfederal courts, but documentation must be submitted
to Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization

* 1940-present: only federal district courts can grant citizenship




Immigration & Naturalization

* Not all immigrants completed citizenshi
g p p

* Men were primary applicants for most early records
* Children inherited citizenship of father

* Women received citizenship from husband’s status, even if
they were US citizens already

1922: Married Women’s Act (Cable Act) granted women a
nationality of their own, independent of her husband




Cemetery Records

* Headstone inscriptions

* Written records: information recorded by cemetery
officials /caretakers

* May provide information on:

* Deceased name, birth & death dates, related persons,
military service, religion, occupation, marriage information
or maiden name, etc.




Church Records

Baptisms, Marriages, Burials

Especially helpful if unable to locate official records
Membership Lists

Church History

Will vary depending on denomination, activity, etc.




Newspapets

Obituaries
Court notices & reports
Announcements

Community involvement




Other
Records

Know Your
Collections!

Family Records

Researcher Files

Local History Books

Oral Histories

Historical Maps



Research Guides

https://kdla.ky.gov/Archives-and-Reference/Pages/Research-Guides.aspx

\\ Library Support  State Employees  Records Management  Archives & Reference  Talking Books

Archives & Reference Reseq rCh GUideS

Visiting the Archives

Resources for Researchers . . .
The following handouts and guides detail KDLA resources for specific record types
Requesting Records from the

Archives or topics. Refer to them to learn more about our holdings, methods of access, and
to plan your research accordingly.

Records Inventory

* County Records Inventory (PDF)

The inventory lists some of the most regularly used resources at KDLA
including: birth, marriage, death, county order books, wills, deeds, and civil and
criminal cases. Records vary QFEGIW by Caun[y and type. Consult this list for a
better idea of the availability of records for your research interests when
D\Oﬂﬂi?’\g to visit KDLA or when conswdermg p\mcmg « records request order
with us. This is not a comprehensive inventory, questions about the records
listed, or other material not included here, should be directed to staff at

KDLA Archives@ky.gov or at (502) 564-1770.

Genealogy:

* Birth and Death Records (PDF)
© Vital Statistics (Birth, Marriage, Death) 1852-1910. Microfilm Rolls by Gounty. (PDF)
o Vital Statistics (Birth and Death) Pre-1911. Microfilm by Gity. (Covington, Lexington, Louisville, and Newport) (PDF)
Census Records (PDF)
Divorce Records (PDF)
Local County Records (PDF)
Marriage Records (PDF)




Suggested Reading

Kentucky Ancestry : A Guide to
Genealogical and Historical Research

By Roseann Reinemuth Hogan

[ Roseann Refnemuth Hogan '




Just a Reminder

Research takes time, patience, & luck
Resources are not always easy to access
Information may not always be found

Sometimes it’s a puzzle with many pieces




Questions?

Contact: Jessica.Herrington@ky.gov




INSTITUTE of

Museum...Library
SERVICES

Thank you to the
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
for sponsorship of this webinar.
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