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Dice and digital - rehabilitating the board
game geek

By Kevin Core
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Tabletop Co-op

Partnerships for Tabletop Game Programs

oving little plastic pieces around a board and rolling
dice might conjure up bad memories of a seemingly
unending game of Monopoly. Within the last twenty years,
however, tabletop games have developed into something
modern and different from the classic roll-and-move games of

the past. S)
An article in the ritish daily newspaper, the Guardian, described

and e

the recent trend as “The Golden Age of Boardgames™ (Duffy), and
the Green Bay Packers revealed that when the linebackers are not
on the football field, they can be found playing Settlers of Catan
(Clark). In metropolitan areas, more and more “tabletop cales”

prog are 1) the develop of social ¢

munities of practice, and 2) connected learning
Tabletop games offer many opportunities to le:

collaboratively and to develop skills. I interviewed James, from «

nupmﬂqamlrupblglhc ic benefits of niche
bletop games offer librarians a chance
to develop ylrlneninpc in the local commu-
nity, bring a popular hobby into their library,
and bring teens into the fold,
Tabletop game programs in libraries
only need two things to work:
.mllk GI!IIH cost money, however, mrI
are not g d to
come to libraries. Public libraries are using
p-.rmcrslupl to acquire games and d.rlw
diences into prog Tt
partnmhqn with Tocal game stores, gamc
and |

groups, public llbflncs are acquiring games

and ﬁnding new places to promote tabletop
gaming programs. These programs are
crealing communities of practice in libraries
in which young board gamers are engaging
in connected learning.

lhml on interviews with potential partners, observations of

and my running tabl

in p‘.lbln: libraries in mli around Madison, Wisconsin, I have
concluded that tabletop gaming works well in libraries. Here are
ways that partnerships can help make tabletop gaming a successful
program.

BENEFITS OF TABLETOP GAMING

It may feel d: g to start a tabl gaming prog There is
anuplnmlmmmﬂutmm with the hobby, but the return is

worth the investment. Two of the key benefits of tabletop gaming

i
L

of Madison’s local game stores, who has helped at library bo
game events. He reflected on his experience of using board gas
to promote interactions: “The board game is an ice breaker, ;
the library is a good neutral ground—
it was a good social hub starter” As Jar
indicates, tabletop games can be an effect
way to get young adult patrons interact
through a common interest and to deve
a learning community. Communities
practice exist when "newcomers start
the periphery, but gradually occupy a m
central role as they become ‘old-time
(Lave and Wenger). Communities of pract
are also an opportunity for intergeneratio
teaching. Teens are constantly taught lessc
by adults, but games give teens a char
to teach people older than them a thing
two. Many tabletop games are easy to les
and can have a passionate following of 3
age. If a teen is an avid player of Magic: T
Gathering, for instance, this can be seen as a unique opportun
forﬂumnmmhﬂ)eganwwaduhwmlbcmmuq
players and followe: Ta.blﬂu B2

Amlﬂgﬂdﬂma}rb\!ﬁhemlky at’s My

lack people with whom to play. Inunblehnpymlqmm.ﬂ
second grader could be teaching the game to people twenty, thir
or more years older than him/her—and they can all have a go
time.

Tabletnppmm also provide a different way to promc
materials. At some of the neighborhood libraries of the Madis
Public Library System there are large Pokémon trading-ca
game programs. “Participating teens bring their friends, ai
this results in more use of library materials and awareness




KITTENS

KITTENS A CARD GAME -

FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE INTO ) “""’_ =

KITTENS AND EXPLOSIONS

AND LASER BEAMS
AND SOMETIMES GOATS.

CREATED BY
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| So why should you
Include

{ board gaming into your
| programming?

o/t promotes reading
[t promotes
comprehensive skills
[t promotes team
building
o/t promotes cognitive
A ' learning

Play this card as a copy of another
Hero you played this turn. This
card is both 4 and the color 7
you copy.
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DC Comics Deck Building Game

4] —i ., :F' . —
— LT | e
L i, 61 % 010. — Specific Genre — (000°s—Card Games) (010. ~ Deck Building)
- [t . W T Gy
S _ . e
Board Game Collection - DCC —— Name ofBogrq Game Fl.rstﬂueeletters.oft.ltle.(Ifmulhplehﬂes
have the same first threeletters. Orgarizations can defer to year ofpublication.)
File Edit View Inset Format Data Tools Form Help  All changes saved in Drive
2014 —— Year of publication - Ifmultiple expmsions ofa game have been
/e P s % 123 Ana b 0w - B I 5 A- .- H- £-4-5 B releasedin a year a decimal pointmaybe added to indicate an expansion.
Zombie In My Pocket DC Comics Deck Building Game: Crisis Expansionf
A B c o
010.
Timestamp Board Game Genre of Game Description of Board Game
Star Wars: X-Wing Miniatures Game is a tactical ship-to-ship combat DCC
control of powerful Rebel X-wings and nimble Imperial TIE fighters, fa
fast-paced space combat. Featuring stunningly detailed and painted 20142 =
Game recreates exciting Star VWars space combat throughout its seve
your crew, plan your maneuvers, and complete your mission! Whatev! -
X-Wing facilitate fast and visceral gameplay that puts you in the midd The Stars are nghi,‘
Each ship type has its own unique piloting dial, which is used to sec
each turn. After planning maneuvers, each ship's dial is revealed and 021.
skilled pilot). So whether you rush headlong toward your enemy show
Star Wars: X-Wing fire, or dance away from him as you attempt to acquire a targeting log Sta — & Ignore prepositions suchas The, And. and A when writing down the first
10/1/2013 7:50:20 Miniatures Strategy throughout all the tense dogfighting action. g
As owners of a fantastic steam park. you're to build gigantic, coal-po eeletters of the game.
pare. y 919 ; p!
visitors as you can — but building attractions won't be enough. You'l g 2008
employees, invest in advertising in order to attract and please the diff
park, and, above all, keep the dirt that your park produces under stric
to-learn game with two difficulty levels: one for the less experienced d Card Games — 000°s (The game isplayed with cards and cards are the primary focal
for those who want a more exciting challenge. In this management ga point o fthe game. There isno dice, tokens, or other physical mechanic usedto progyess the game
arr‘luserrlent park and m?ke i the, largest and ':HOST‘ profitable in the o besides the playing andusing of cards. Game play andwinningis dependent on cardsnot
dimensional, wonderful rides designed by Marie Cardouat, you will se -
eyes. Choose your strategy! Build Stands to attract more Visitors, or perso.nfal opm.ums_N.o boards ormats are usedthat change or progress play. [fboards ormats are
control. Whatever decision you take, take it quickly: The less time yo useditis for aesthetic purposes and doesnot change game play.)
you'll have to maintain your park. Thanks to a clever, original action-c
10/1/2014 11:06:47 | Steam Park Strategy Steam Park is as much a matter of being the best as of being the fas| * Deck Building — 010 (Eachplayer starts with a certain pre-desaibedmumber of
Plan, build, and develop a small town into a major metropolis. Use he cards. Tums consist ofadding orplaying cards to grow the player’s deck. Deck Builders
remdgm.lal: commercial, civic. and industrial areas, as well as special canincludemats orboards. However, the game could be playedwithout a mat andstill
benefits and take advantage of the resources of nearby towns. Your g . . i .
and end up with a greater population than any of your opponents. Sub makesense. The board hasno physical purposein advancing the game andis purely
each player tries to build up an economic engine and infrastructure th aesthetic)
and eventually become both profitable and encourage population gro o DC Comics Deck Building Game: 010DCC 2012
modify both your income and your reputation. As your income increas o DC Comics Deck-Building Game: Heroes Unite: 010 DCC2014
to purchase better and more valuable buildings, such as an intemnatiol o DC Comics Deck-Building Game: Crisis Expansion: 010 DCC.2014.2
building. As your reputation increases, you'll gain more and more pop!
of the game is the player with the largest population). During each gal
unique goals that offer an additional population boost — and the buildi
1/31/2014 9:38:54 | Suburbia Tile Placing so you'll never play the same game twicel
In Tales of the Arabian Nights, you are the hero or heroine in a story ¢
those told by Scheherazade to her spellbound sultan! You will travel
and fortune. You will learn stories and gain wisdom to share with others. VWil you be the Tirst to tulf
your destiny? The next Tale is yours to telll There is, of course, a winner in Tales of the Arabian Nights
but the point of the game is less to see who wins and more to enjoy the unfolding and telling of a great
story! In this new edition of the groundbreaking storytelling game. you enter the lands of the Arabian
Nights alongside Sindbad, Ali Baba, and the other legendary heroes of the tales. Travel the world
encountering imprisoned princesses, powerful ‘efreets, evil viziers, and such marvels as the Magnetic
Mountain and the fabled Elephant's Graveyard. Choose your actions carefully and the skills you
possess will reward you: become beloved, wealthy, mighty - even become sultan of a great land.
bmmmm fmmlinllis bmisimime e bmmminn T T S S ST T NN
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Hobby Store For Over 40 Yea

({502) - 425 - 5257
215 South Hurstborne Pkwy - Ste 109
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Fate Reforged - Boos

$2.63

w

Khans of Tarkir - Bo

$2.89
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Smash Up: Pretty Pre

$13.49

Dungecns & Dragons D

$13.99

) D D

Dungecns & Dragons D

Sl $62.49

#
s
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Pandemic: State of E

$27.49
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Pre-Orders

Pre-Orders

Showing 51 - 75 of 927 Results
| Filter by section ~ Filter by section ¥ | | Sort By: ™|

Bang!: The Walking Dead Dice Game
Baard_Games » Board Games » USAopoly

«Previous 12 34567891011 MNext»

1 "7 (Mo ratings.) —_—
MNew s (0 .
MNotes: Expected Release: April 2015. Date subject to change. Pre-order $13.49 —

Add To Wishlist

Bang!: Walking Dead: We are the Walking Dead Expansion
Baard_Games = Board Games » USdopoly

T [0 (Mo ratings.) e
MNew 41995 (0 .
Motes: Expected Release: March 2015, Date subject to change. Pre-order $16.49 —

Add To Wishlist

Barony
Baard Games » Board Games » Asmodee Editions
§ 77 (Mo ratings.) P
MNew $49:90 (o .
Notes: Expected Release: June 2015, Date subject to change. Pre-order $34.49 —

Add To Wishlist

Battle Mastery, Uncommon

Collectable Card Games » Magic: The Gathering » Dragons of Tarkir Near Mint $0.25
7 (Mo ratings.) Pre-order
Notes: Releases March 27, 2015, Foil Near Mint e
Add To Wishlist Pre-order
BattleCON: Armory Expansion
Buard_Games » Board Games » Level 95 Games
“L0T (Mo ratings.) New $20.00 |[‘_|_
Notes: Expected Release: February 2015, Date subject to change. Pre-order $13.49 e
Add To Wishlist
BattleCON: Fate of Indines
Board Games » Board Games » Level 99 Games
TrUrTere T (Ava. 4.0 from 1 rating) New 42500 ._
MNotes: Expected Release: February 2015, Date subject to change. Pre-order $16.49 g
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CoolStuffInc

x@qm.com

Shop

Card Games

"® 0 items in cart

BOS

Main > Board Games > Category > Children's Games
Magic: The Gathering

Yu-Gi-Oh! £ Sorted By: Popularity
Pokémon

CardFight! Vanguard g
Showing I - 25 of 154 Results
Dice Masters

Force of Will Sort By: ¥ Show «Previous 1234567 Next»
More CCGs

King of New York
Board Games » Board Games » IELLO

4999 5
7 (Ava. 4.5 from 496 ratings 0
7 ) 20+ MNew $32.99 [ /@

Board Games
Miniatures

Role-Playing Games Add To wishlist

Living Card Games The Three Little Pigs

Supplies Board Games » Board Games » IELLO ~ N
pp T (Ava. 3.9 from 123 ratings) S New :il:—mg; 0 [aad
Toys . R

Add To Wishlist
Releases/Restocks

Doodle Quest

on sale! Board G¢ Board G: Blue O Ge
oard Games » Board Games » Blue Orange Games
~ . £24.00 (e '
7 (Ava. 4.5 from 60 ratings) a N [0
Buy List ) = $16.49 \—/@
Pre-Orders Add To Wishlist

Sj B [« My First Cal
Slgn L for our Board Games » Board Games » Z-Man Games 52200
NeWS|eﬂ'eI' ©7 (Ava. 4.3 from 60 ratings) —  New Out of

Email me when back in stock

foday! (}f A

" Click Here 1o Send o-\l

_ Gift Certificate |

Niya
Board Games » Board Games » Blus Orangs Games

; s1288
"7 (Ava. 4.2 from 56 ratings) 3 New ) 0 /@
Add To Wishlist
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Super Mario Checkers & Tic Tac Toe Collector's Game e
Contributor(s): US&opoly (Created by) Standard View ® P
EAN:0700204 a3 of 02/02/2016 at D8:00:00 PM
e L [ Click for Real Time Stock Cheek |
US SRP:S 16 s
Pub Date: January 01, 2007
Copyright Date:
Annstation: C e Ma Luigl and jump on power uj
Collectible Mario an 4
CA * 0 : r
Or ¢ 0 y |
fiar Media Mail shipping OR 1 o g
PAA * { ",,y’

PA-C 0 I-'
[ # ShowLess |
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Browse 261 Images »
wrong image?
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RPGs

Jump To: Entry | Info | Desc | Marketplace

s

Video Games m

12l | Board Game v

More Infe | Wersions | Images | Videos | Forum | Linked Forums | Blogs | Files | GeekLists | Stats | Linked Items

Designer

Artist

Publisher

Year Published

# of Players

User Suggested # of
Players

Mfg Suggested Ages
Playing Time

User Suggested Ages
Language

Dependence
Honors

Subdomain
Category

Mechanic

Expansion

Primary Name
Alternate Names

€] Adv. Search

Browse - Forums ~ GeekLists v Bazaar v Misc = Help ~

Dead of Winter: A Crossroads Game (2014)

Jonathan Gilmour
Isaac Vega

David Richards
Fernanda Suarez
Peter Wocken

Plaid Hat Games
Cube Factory of Ideas
Edge Entertainment
Filosofia Edition

Show More »

2014

2-5

Best with 4 players
Recommended with 2, 4, 5 players
(140 voters) [poll]

13 and up

100 minutes

12 and up

(39 voters) [poll]

Extensive use of text - massive conversion needed to be playable
(48 voters) [poll]

2014 Golden Geek Best Board Game Artwork & Presentation Nominee
2014 Golden Geek Best Innovative Board Game Mominee
2014 Golden Geek Best Innovative Board Game Winner
2014 Golden Geek Best Thematic Board Game Nominee
Show Mare »

Thematic Games

(90 voters) [vote]

Horror

Zombies

Action Point Allowance System

Co-operative Play

Dice Rolling

Hand Management

Show More »

Dead of Winter: Felicia Day

Dead of Winter: Kodiak Colby

Dead of Winter: Lucky Luke Smith

Dead of Winter: A Crossroads Game

Dead of Winter: A la croisée des chemins
T,

.
e

Average Rating: Wiri i irifiririag 8.17/10

o 9644 Ratings ([0 938 Comments [l Graph

Linked Podcasts/Periedicals

Board Game Rank: 19
Thematic Rank: 5 y

Fans: 927

@) Become a Fan
& Carrections

£ Customize View
@ Subscribe W
[EJ RSS Feed

@ Record a Play

1,167 people
like this.

&+ Share  +36 Sharethis
E<8

ObjectID: 150376
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The Best Four Days in Gaming™

Indiana Convention Center

Gen Con is the original, longest-running, best-attended, gaming convention in the world!

Featuring hundreds of game companies, award-winning authors and artists, costumed attendees, more than 15,000 events, a Family Fun
Pavilion, and the debut of exciting new games, Gen Con truly is The Best Four Days in Gaming™!

Thank you for a record-setting Gen Con 2015! Gen Con has set al
61,423 and a turnstile attendance of 197,695, creating a six-year ‘
press release.

News

02/02/2016 - Author Applications, Watch a Gaql@ﬁ:}r dlarity, and
Announcing First Marketing Fellowship Winners

01/22/2016 - 2016 Ba w Available
ration and Hotel Registration Begin this

ion Gne Week Reminder
Gen Con 2016 Charity

nevsletter! / b
Countdown to ' - Noon Eastern
Gen C

.- Get your Official Gen Cor
CON




A Lexicon Tabletop Gaming
2016

LEXiCn Convention 2016

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE GAMES EVENTS TOURNAMENTS LIBRARY EXHIBIT HALL LOCATION JOI

APRIL 22-24

1950 NEWTOWN PIKE A
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All children under ten

e
'K‘x years of age must be
e 0 accompanied by an
- adult.
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o cHoos: vour own aDvENTURE- 3 56

YOU'RE THE STAR OF THE
STORY! CHOOSE FROM 22 POSSIBLE ENDINGS

: THE ENCHANTED

THE LEGENDARY STORYTELLING-BOARDGAME
IN THE WORLD OF ALADDIN AND SINDBAD

BY ERIC GOLDBERG
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Magic the Gathering
Tournament

Board Games

Free!
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February 22nd

Clark County Public Library

For more information contact Mercedes
at mercedes.clarkbooks@gmail.com
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Thank you for attending!
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e To download the PDF J Mercedes MacLean

e |In the Download box, e Teen Librarian, Scott
click the PDF County Public Library
* “Download File(s)” e Mercedes@scottpublib.org
* Inthe pop-up window:
* “Click to Download” | KDLA. Certification@ky.gov T’;’
" “Save s Services to Libraries
e Choose where to save :
. “Save” |2 @KDLALibDev
¥ facebook.com/KDLACE
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