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King 

George III 

of England





Å And whereas we are desirous, upon all occasions, to testify our royal sense and approbation of the conduct 

and bravery of the officers and soldiers of our armies, and to reward the same, we do hereby command and 

empower our governors of the said three new colonies, and all other our governors of our said provinces on 

the continent of North America, to grant without fee or reward, to such reduced officers as have served in 

North America during the late war, and to such private soldiers as have been, or shall be disbanded in 

America; and are actually residing there, and shall personally apply for the same, the following quantities of 

lands, subject at the expiration of ten years, to the same quitrents as other lands are subject to in the province 

within which they are granted, as also subject to the same conditions of cultivation and improvement, viz. 

Å To every person having the rank of a field officer, five thousand acres; to every captain, three 

thousand acres; to every subaltern or staff officer, two thousand acres; to every non-commissioned 

officer, two hundred acres; to every private man fifty acres. 

Å We do likewise authorize and require the governors and commanders in chief of all our said colonies upon the 

continent of North America, to grant the like quantities of land, and upon the same conditions, to such 

reduced officers of our navy, of like rank as served on board our ships of war in North America at the times of 

the reduction of Louisbourg and Quebec in the late war, and who shall personally apply to our respective 

governors for such grants. 

See complete text of the Proclamation of 1763 under ñLegislationò on the Secretary of Stateôs Land Office ñOnline Resourcesò 
channel at http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx




PIONEER ROADS



Photos of Fort Harrod, cabin at Shaker Village of Pleasant 

Hill, and scene from ñThe Legend of Daniel Booneò (outdoor 

drama) courtesy of the Harrodsburg/Mercer County Tourist 

Commission & Fort Harrod State Park. Sketches of stations: 

ñThe History of Harrodsburg & the Great Settlement Area of 

Kentucky,ò George M. Chinn, used with permission.



LAND CLAIMS PRIOR TO THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

VIRGINIA LAND OFFICE

As ñvarious & vague claims to unpatented land under the former 

and present government may produce tedious and infinite litigation 

and disputes, and in the mean time purchasers would be 

discouraged from taking up lands upon terms lately prescribed by 

law, whereby the fund to be raised in aid of the taxes for 

discharging the public debt, would be in great measure frustratedò, 

the Virginia General Assembly approved legislation in May 1779 

that addressed early land claims prior to the establishment of the 

land patenting process. 

See complete text of Land Law 1779 (A) under ñLegislationò on the Secretary of Stateôs Land Office          

ñOnline Resourcesò channel at http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx.

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx


EARLY KENTUCKY LAND CLAIMS

Key Provisions of Land Law 1779 (A):

Å All surveys upon any of the western waters prior to January 1, 1778, 

based on Entries filed with the county surveyor prior to October 26, 

1763, would be honored. There was a 400 acre limit. Authorizing 

Warrants had to be: (1) issued under the Kingôs Proclamation; (2) 

issued by any former Governor of Virginia; or (3) purchased as 

Treasury Rights. (Section I)

Å Future Proclamation claims were limited to Virginia veterans or 

Warrants issued by Virginia Governors. This law excluded land 

claims for service in companies or militia detachments. (Section III)



ñA Calendar of the Warrants for Land in Kentucky,

Granted for Service in the French & Indian War,ò
Abstracted by Philip Fall Taylor



To research French & Indian War Warrants used in Kentucky by veterans, heirs, or assignees, access ñA Calendar of the 

Warrants for Land in Kentucky, Granted for Service in the French & Indian War,ò abstracted by Philip Fall Taylor.



File also includes Land Office Copy of Governorôs Grant recorded in Grant Book 10, page 11, Virginia Patent Series.



Volume II, Edited by William Armstrong Crozier



Å Bona fide settlers óupon the western watersô prior to January 1, 1778, 
were entitled to 400 acres of land including their settlement. Proof of 
planting a crop of corn or a residency of at least one year was required.

(Sections IV & V)

Å Settlers could purchase a preemption warrant to patent an additional 
1000 acres adjoining their settlement claim. (Section V)

Å Persons who settled óupon the western watersô after January 1, 1778, 
were entitled to a 400 acre Preemption Warrant claim which included 
their settlement. (Section V)

Å Persons who had ñmarked outò claims and built any house or hut or 
made any other improvements prior to January 1, 1778, were entitled to 
one 1000 acre preemption warrant if the Land Commission approved 
their claim. (Section V)    Note: This covered ñchop claimsò as well as lottery 
cabins.

Å All locations (Entries) made by officers & soldiers upon lands of actual 
settlers were declared void.  (Section V)



Å VIII. And whereas the claims of various persons to the lands herein allowed to 
the inhabitants, in consideration of their settlements, and of those who, by this 
act, are entitled to preemption at the state price, as well as of the settlers on the 
lands surveyed for sundry companies by orders of council as aforesaid, may 
occasion numerous disputes, the determination of which depending upon 
evidence, which cannot, without great charge and trouble, be collected, but the 
neighborhood of such lands will be most speedily and properly made by 
commissioners in the respective counties; be it enacted, that the counties on 
the western waters shall be allotted into districts, to wit: the counties of 
Monongalia; Yohogania, and Ohio, into one district; the counties of Augusta, 
Botetourt, and Greenbrier, into one district; the counties of Washington and 
Montgomery, into one other district; and the county of Kentucky, shall be another 
district; for each of which district, the governor, with the advice of the council, 
shall appoint four commissioners under the seal of the commonwealth, not being 
inhabitants of such district (any three of whom may act) to continue in office 
eight months from the end of this present session of assembly, for the purpose 
of collecting, adjusting, and determining such claims, and four months thereafter 
for the purpose of adjusting the claims of settlers on lands surveyed for the 
aforesaid companies.  (Reference: ñVirginia Land Law Aò, 1779)

Å The Land Commissioners for the Kentucky District heard claims for Certificates 
of Settlement & Preemption Warrants from October 14, 1779 thru January 26, 
1780. Their circuit included St. Asaph (or Loganôs Fort), Harrodsburg, Falls of 
the Ohio (Louisville), Boonesborough, & Bryantôs Station near Lexington.



REVOLUTIONARY WAR WARRANTS ISSUED TO 

VIRGINIA VETERANS, HEIRS, AND ASSIGNEES & 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT IN KENTUCKY

IIIééé..No entry or location of land shall be admitted within 

the county and limits of the Cherokee Indians, or on the north west 

side of the Ohio River, or on the lands reserved by act of the assembly 

for any particular nation or tribe of Indians, or on the lands granted by 

law to Richard Henderson and company, or in that tract of country 

reserved by resolution of the general assembly for the benefit of the 

troops serving in the present war, and bounded by the Green River 

and a south east course from the head thereof to the Cumberland 

Mountains; with the said mountains to the Carolina line, with the 

Carolina line to the Cherokee or Tennessee River; with the said river to 

the Ohio River, and with the Ohio to the said Green River, until the 

farther order  of the general assembly. (Virginia Land Law B, 1779)



KENTUCKY LAND PATENTS:  
Virginia & Old Kentucky Series

Virginia Military District for Revolutionary War Veterans  

Cherokee Land (1805)
Chickasaw Land (1818)

Patents in this area were authorized by: 

French & Indian War Warrants; Governorsô 

Warrants; Certificates of Settlement; Preemption 

Warrants (400a & 1000a); Treasury Warrants; 

Importation Warrants; Acts for Poor Persons; 

Special Acts of the Virginia or Kentucky General 

Assembly; Acts for Academies & Seminaries 

(1798+ in former Military District); & ñInfrastructureò 

Warrants, ex. Establishing Roads.

Virginia Series:  9441 Patents (1779-1792)

Old Kentucky Series:  7668 Patents (1792+)

Original documents housed in the Kentucky Secretary of 

Stateôs Land Office, Frankfort, Ky.

Location of Military District:  ñSoutheast course from the head of Green River to the Cumberland mountains; with the said mountains to the Carolina line; with the 

line to the Cherokee or Tennessee River; with the said River to the said Green river; until the farther order.ò Ref: Virginia Land Law of 1779.

Notes: (1)  Some Military Patents extend to the 36° 30ô parallel into Tennessee due to the ñformer Kentucky boundary.ò  (2)  Although the eastern boundary of 

the Military District set the line as the Cumberland Mountains, the Land Law further stated no land could be entered or located within the county & limits of the 

Cherokee Indians. Portions of the shaded counties in eastern Kentucky were ceded in 1805 under the Tellico Treaty.  (3) Soldiers who had settled in the 

southern counties of the Jackson Purchase had to wait until 1818 to patent their land. Their patents comprise the ñWest of Tennessee River Military Series.ò                                                                                                                           



Legislation passed by the Virginia General Assembly & 
research by Lloyd D. Bockstruck indicates Virginia paid the 
following bounties for service in the Revolutionary War:

ï Sailor who served his 3 yr enlistment or to the end of the war -- 100 acres

ï Soldier who served his 3 yr enlistment or to the end of the war -- 100 acres

ï Noncommissioned officer who enlisted & served his 3 yr enlistment -- 200 acres

ï Sailor who served throughout the war -- 400 acres

ï Soldier who served throughout the war -- 400 acres

ï Noncommissioned officer who served throughout the war -- 400 acres

ï Subaltern-Cornet -- 2000 to 2666 acres

ï Subaltern-Ensign -- 2000 to 2666 acres

ï Subaltern-Lieutenant -- 2000 to 2666 acres

ïSurgeonôs Mate -- 2666 to 8000 acres

ï Surgeon -- 2666 to 8000 acres

ï Chaplain -- 2666 to 8000 acres

ï Captain -- 3000 to 4666 acres

ï Major -- 4000 to 5333 acres

ï Lt. Colonel -- 4500 to 6666 acres

ïColonel -- 5000 to 8888 acres

ï Brigadier General -- 10,000 acres +

ï Major General -- 15,000 to 17,500 acres



Virginia Revolutionary War Warrants: Per Rank
Note: Several soldiers received multiple warrants due to additional bounty land awards or replacement of lost warrants.This listing, compiled from the 

Kentucky Land Office Revolutionary War Warrants Database, reflects rank identification rather than unique individual service. Warrants issued by  Virginia 
after October 29, 1793, are not included.

Adjutant 1

Artificer 2

Boatswain 6

Bombadier 1

Brigade Chaplain         2

Brigadier General      14

Captain 346

Captain Lieutenant    27

Carpenter 3

Chaplain 1

Colonel 41

Commodore 2

Cornet 9

Corporal           176

Director 1

Doctor 1

Drum Major 11

Drummer 31

Ensign 23

Pilot 2

Private 59

Quarter Master 3

Quarter Master Sergeant        1

Regimental Surgeon     10

Sailing Master 5

Sailor 92

Seaman 25

Sergeant 521

Sergeant Major 13

Soldier 2677

Steward 2

Subaltern 23

Surgeon 34  

Surgeonôs Mate14

Trumpeter 1

Rank not identified     21

Total:  4745

Fife Major 5

Fifer 14

First Lieutenant 1

General 1

Gunner 11

Gunnerôs Mate3

Lieutenant 340

Lieutenant Colonel      52

Lieutenant Colonel Commandant  5

Major 64

Major General 11

Master 3

Master & Pilot 1

Master at Arms 1

Masterôs Mate2

Matross 2

Midshipman 24

Musician               3

Non-Commissioned Officer 1



Resolution passed by the Virginia General Assembly, 2 January 1781:

ñThat in case the quantity of good lands of the southeast side of the Ohio upon the 

waters of Cumberland river, and between the Green River and the Tennessee River, 

which have been reserved by law for the Virginia troops upon continental establishment,

and upon their own state establishment, should (from the North Carolina line bearing in 

further upon the Cumberland lands than was expected) prove insufficient for their legal 
bounties, the deficiency shall be made up to the said troops in good lands, to be laid off 
between the rivers Scioti and Little Miamis on the northwest side of the river Ohio, in 

such proportions as have been engaged to them by the laws of Virginia.ò

Å The district lands are found in 23 counties from the Ohio River northward, between the Scioto and 

Little Miami Rivers, as far as 141 miles inland. 

Å Warrants used in the Kentucky Military District end with #4627. If research indicates a veteran received a 
higher number, it was most surely used in Ohio. We have also found earlier numbers might have been used 
in both states. If the "Authorized" field in our Revolutionary War Warrants Database is blank, we suggest you 
contact the Ohio Historical Society, 1982 Velma Avenue, Columbus, OH 43211 to research warrant usage. 

Å By Acts of Congress dated May 30, 1830, and August 31, 1852, Virginia military warrants could be 
exchanged for land scrip. Land scrip could be used to acquire any public lands open for entry at private sale, 
according to research on the Western Reserve. For further information, visit this website: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ohio_Land_and_Property and the Bureau of Land Management Website 
at https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ohio_Land_and_Property
https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx




ESTABLISHMENT OF TREASURY & TREASURY 
EXCHANGE WARRANTS

Chapter XIII, Approved May 1779 by the Virginia General Assembly

See complete text of Land Law 1779 (B) under ñLegislationò on the Secretary of Stateôs Land Office          

ñOnline Resourcesò channel at http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx.

IIééé.And for creating a sinking fund in aid of theannual taxes 
to discharge the public debt: be it enacted, that any person may 
acquire title to so much waste and unappropriated land as he or she 
shall desire to purchase, on paying the consideration of forty pounds 
for every hundred acres, and so in proportion for a greater or smaller 
quantity, and obtaining certificate from the public auditors in the 
following manner: the consideration money shall be paid into 
the hands of the treasurer, who shall thereupon give to the 
purchaser a receipt for the payment, specifying the purpose it was 
made for, which being delivered to the auditors, they shall give to 
such person a certificate thereof, with the quantity of land he or she 
is thereby entitled to.

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/Pages/default.aspx


Kentuckyôs Original

Three Counties

MONTGOMERY

WASHINGTON

Fincastle County, Virginia ïFormed 1772

Kentucky County, Virginia ïFormed 1776

Kentucky County, Virginia - Divided June 30, 1780

FAYETTE

Lexington
Louisville

JEFFERSON Harrodsburg

LINCOLN



http://apps.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/coformations/



Patenting Process: Step 1

WARRANTS

syn.  CERTIFICATES, COMMISSIONERSô CERTIFICATES, or

SPECIAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

FUNCTION:       Authorize Entries 

Samples:  Military, Certificate of Settlement, Preemption Warrant, 

Treasury, Finding Salt, Clearing a Road, Poor Widows 

Warrant, Purchased from Kentucky Land Office, or 

Purchased from County Court. Legislation for Relief of Poor Persons,  

Certain Persons, or Establishing Academies/Seminaries    

ÅWARRANTS MAY BE ASSIGNED.

ÅWARRANTS MAY BE USED IN WHOLE OR IN PART.

ÅWARRANTS DO NOT CONVEY TITLE.



Patenting Process: Step 2

ENTRIES

FUNCTION:      Reserve Land for Surveying

Early Kentucky, Fayette, Lincoln & Jefferson County Entries are available from 

the Kentucky Land Office. Subsequent Entry Books are kept on the county level.

Entries include the date of filing, name of applicant, type of warrant(s) being used, 

warrant number(s) & the location of the land to be surveyed.

ÅEntries may be withdrawn or amended. 

ÅCheck marginal notations. 

ÅEntries do not convey title. 





Ref:  ñ(Old) Lincoln County Entries,ò  Bk  2, pg 299, filed  May 17, 1788. 

Index & scanned  images  available on the ñLincoln County Entries Channel,ò Kentucky Secretary of Stateôs Land Office Website at 

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/non-military/lincoln/Pages/default.aspx.

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/non-military/lincoln/Pages/default.aspx


Patenting Process:  Step 3

SURVEYS

FUNCTION:    Depict & Describe the Tract being Patented

Surveys include:  Plat Drawing, List of Warrant(s) being used, 

Name of Person(s) for whom the Survey is being made, County, Closest 

Watercourse, Metes & Bounds Description, Surveyor, Deputy Surveyor (if 

applicable), Chain Carriers, Housekeeper/Pilot/Director, Marker, Magnetic 

Variation, and Date of Survey.

ÅSURVEYS MAY BE ASSIGNED.

ÅSURVEYS DO NOT CONVEY TITLE.



CIRCUMFERENTOR

(Surveyorôs Compass)

With Gunterôs Chain

Wikipedia Website





Patenting Process:  Step 4

GRANTS

FUNCTION:      Finalize the Land Patenting Process

Grants include: Name of Governor or Lt. Governor, Name of Patent 

Recipient(s), Type of Warrant(s) Being Used, Warrant Number(s), County, 

Watercourse, Metes & Bounds Description, Date of Issuance, Year of the 

Commonwealth (Virginia or Kentucky), & the Signature of the Governor or Lt. 

Governor (on original document). Note: Original Grants, decorated with the 

Seal & Official Signature are sent to the Patent Recipient, syn. Patentee. The 

Land Office enters a copy of the Grant in the Land Office Grant Book.

Å Conveyances after the Grant is issued are filed with the county clerk. 

Å There is no central deed registration in Kentucky. 

Å Conveyances may be recorded as Deeds or included in Will bequests.



W Warrant

+

E Entry

+

S Survey

+

G Grant

= 

P Patent



Whatõs Next?

Research!



ñTHE KENTUCKY LAND GRANTSò

Willard Rouse Jillson



ñMASTER INDEX: VIRGINIA SURVEYS & GRANTSò

Published by the Kentucky Historical Society



http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/Pages/default.aspx



http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/non-military/Pages/default.aspx



https://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/non-military/settlements_preemptions/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/non-military/settlements_preemptions/pages/default.aspx







