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- WHAT INFORMATION IS IN THE CENSUS?

- HOW CAN YOU ACCESS CENSUS RECORDS?

- WHAT SEARCH STRATEGIES SHOULD YOU USE?

- WHAT OTHER RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE?



CONDUCT:

A REASONABLY
EXHAUSTIVE
SEARCH




“Without proof, it isn’t truth.”



WHAT INFORMATION
IS IN THE CENSUS?




TAKEN
EVERY TEN YEARS

PAGES WITH NAMES AND OTHER
PERSONAL INFORMATION
RELEASED AFTER
2 YEARS
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1790-1840
2 only household heads nhamed
= other residents, including slaves, just numbered

2 earliest of these done by U.S.
marshals on horseback
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POPULATION SCHEDULES:
Every 10 years starting in 1790 (up to 1940 available)

SPECIAL SCHEDULES (agricultural, mortality, slave):
1810, 1820, and systematically between 1850 and 1930

The special schedules for 1810, 1890, and post-1900 are
mostly destroyed; the National Archives microfilm collection
covers only 1850 to 1880.



Generally speaking,
the further back you go,
the less information is available.



1830

2 first to use printed forms

1840

= first to ask if person was a Revolutionary War
pensioner or pensioner’s widow



1850
2 first to name every non-slave resident

2 first to use slave schedules

1860

2 has suffered the most damage and
loss apart from the 1890



1870

2 first to ask whether parents were
foreign- or native-born

2 first to attempt a listing of everyone
in the population

1880

2 first to list street names and house numbers,
marital status, and how residents of a
household were connected



1890

2 first to ask about Civil War service
2 first to ask for racial self-identification

2 only one to ask whether person was “defective”
in mind, body, sight, hearing, or speech



The information was recorded by enumerators on
preprinted sheets and shipped to Washington for

copying to clean pages, which were used to tabulate
results.

After copying and tabulation, the sheets and notes
were boxed up and stored on open shelves in the
Commerce Department basement.

No other copy of this record set existed.



January 10, 1921

ree Hﬁ]ﬂmg Destroyed-—Two
~ Firemen Overcome by Fumes.

READ ALL ABOUT IT:

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1996/spring/1890-census- 1.html



June 19, 1934




1900
2 only one to ask for month and year of birth

2 first to ask how many children each woman had
borne, and of those, how many were living

2 first to ask year of arrival, if not a natural-born
citizen, and current citizenship status



1903:
1910

= first to ask where in the naturalization process
each foreign-born person was

2 asked whether individual was a Civil War veteran

1920

= asked year of naturalization for foreign-born



1930
2 only one to ask “age at first marriage”

2 only one to ask whether household
possessed a radio

1940
2 only one to ask where people had
lived five years previously

2 only one to ask highest level
of school completed



1940

ALSO the only one that indicates WHO gave the
information to the census-taker
(look for an asterisk).
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STATE CENSUSES

source = https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html



lllinois: 1810, 1818, 1820, 1825, 1830, 1835, 1840, 1845, 1855, 1865

Indiana: 1807, 1853, 1857, 1871, 1877, 1883, 1889, 1901, 1913, 1919,
1931

Kentucky: No state census records are known to exist
Tennessee: 1891

West Virginia: No state census records are known to exist

Virginia: 1782, 1783, 1784, 1785, 1786
(included both Kentucky and West Virginia)



HOW CAN YOU ACCESS
CENSUS RECORDS?




<»{ancestry.com



Ancestry v. Ancestry
ADVANTAGE: personal subscription

BECAUSE YOU CAN:

« upload/view family trees
o contact other users

o shop, create photo books, hire experts, order DNA kits
o view certain collections

AT, ) ] ) )
&= 3 Smithsonian Libraries
wy
29

library.si.edu/sites/default/files/research/Ancestry%20Library%20Edition%20and%20Ancestry%20com%20comparison.pdf



HERITAGE ONLINE

New and improved interface!

More searching power!



FAMILY SEARCH

0
ol
qE“FamilySearch Family Tree  Memories Search Indexing

RECORDS GENEALOGIES CATALOG BOOKS WIKI

Search Historical Records Research By Location

Search for a deceased ancestor in historical records to uncover vital Click an area of the world to start researching in a specific location.
information from their life.

Deceased Ancestor's Name

First Names Last Names

Search with a life event:
Birth ‘ Marriage ‘ Residence ‘ Death ‘ Any

Birthplace Birth Year (Range)

O | | From To

Search with a relationship: www.fam i Iys earc h . O rg

Spouse ‘ Parents ‘ Other Person

Restrict records by: Browse All Published Collections

Location | Type | Batch Number | Filin Number




FEDERAL

STATE

INTERNATIONAL



REASONS TO LOVE THE FHL:

1. largest genealogy library in the world!

2. millions of records on microfilm!

3. millions of records online for freel



WHAT SEARCH
STRATEGIES
SHOULD YOU USE?




Category 1.

Errors That Result From
Incorrect Information
Given by the Supplier






Category 2:

Errors Introduced by
the Person Who
Created the Record



Actual names:

MIKE and MANDA
DUNDOVICH
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A BRIEF DETOUR...



NOBODY'S
NAME WAS

CHANGED AT
ELLIS ISLAND







Category 3:

Errors Created by the Person
Who Indexed the Record



SURNAME and FIRST NAME
REVERSED BY INDEXER

Faso Gaetano (1940 Federal Census)
Zappia Anthony (1930 Federal Census)
Nasca Nunzio (1920 Federal Census)

Matteucci Fabio (1910 Federal Census)


http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2442
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2442

Category 4:

Lost Information Caused by
Damage to the Record
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LAVERNE LACERRA

GEORGE LACERRA
ARLENE LACERRA
GERARD LACERRA







SO HOW CAN YOU WORK
AROUND THOSE
PROBLEMS?



Use Wildcard Characters

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name

v Exact

G?lbr*th =results with any letter between G and L,
and any combo of letters between R and TH:
Gilbraith, Galbreath, Gelbrith, etc.



Use Search Terms Wisely

CASE STUDY:

You want to find census records for John McKay, who was
born in Philadelphia in 1904.

If you enter Philadelphia as birth place in the search form,
you won't retrieve anything because the census only lists
states and countries as birth places.

Bottom line: Know what data points are in the records you
are searching.



Look Beyond the Target’s Name

BE CREATIVE!

Pull up records for all the males born in
Kentucky around 1902 to a mother named
Emily, or for all females born in Tennessee
around 1910 to a father who was born in
Texas.

Ancestry and FamilySearch both let you do this
kind of searching.



Search for Relatives

NAMES TO BE GRATEFUL FOR:

Winifred Henry
Merton
Loretta Florence
Gertrude
Epifanio Ephraim




Search Using Abbreviations for
First Names

Jas.
Thos.
Wm.
Geo.

Looking for Elizabeth?

Try Liz, Lizzie, Eliz., Eliza, Liza, Betty, Betsy...



Reverse the Fields

Name: Smith James

James Smith Respond Yes
: ent:
Indexed as e
18 - 9 ge 78
Smlth James Estimate abt 1862
d birth
year:

Gender: Male
Race: White

BOTTOM LINE:
Try the surname in the first name field and vice versa



Check Multiple Sources

FACT:

Ancestry and FamilySearch indexed
the federal census as separate projects.



Use “Browse” Option in Ancestry.com

(to see the whole neighborhood)

1940 United States Federal Census for Clyde E Farris
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CENSUS GEOGRAPHY



BLOCKS

TRACTS

WARDS
ENUMERATION DISTRICTS

- CHANGES OVER TIME



|1 www.alookatcook.com/1900/1900ward07mpPtif.gif

1900 CENSUS
WARD 7

ENUMERATION DISTRICTS
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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WARD + ENUMERATION
DISTRICT FINDER



STEVEMORSE.ORG

One-Step Webpages by Stephen P. Morse

@ llis Island Search Forms and Ship Arrivals
= le Gar rs (1855-1891 r Y

# ] Phonetic Matching and Soundex

# {1 canadian and British Census

# (] New York Census

# {1 Births, Deaths, and other Vital Records

#( calendar, Sunrise/Sunset. Maps

@ Dealing with Characters in Foreign Alphabets
# (] Holocaust and Eastern Europe

# ] Genetic Genealogy (DNA)

#- ] Creating IF C .
#- (2] publications
@) Awards
@] Biographies and Interviews
# {1 Miscellaneous




WHAT OTHER
RESOURCES ARE
AVAILABLE?




GENEALOGY.ABOUT.COM

About.com About Parenting Genealogy o United States Census

Special Federal Census Schedules: Bevond the U.S.
Population Census

Agricultural, Mortality, Slave and other Special Schedules of the U.S. Census

Ads US Census Genealogy Census Census Records  Ancestry Census Search  United States Census 1930 Census  Census on Line

REACH INTO THE PAST o

Find historical records about your ancestor:

i Gt e
Updated Aprif 11, 2016.

Special federal non-population schedules (censuses conducted Credit Kamn
for a purpose other than counting the entire U.S. population) can Q creditkarma.com
be an untapped gold mine for family historians. Agricultural, View Your 100%
manufacturing, and mortality censuses may provide information Charges. Free Fo
on recently deceased individuals, or fascinating details of an

ancestor's occupation. Other special censuses enumerated

| slaves, military veterans and their widows, Native Americans,
= and even deaf couples.

1790-1940 C

e " J i l ' | ' Mortality Schedules

Henry C {u.h IccEI AQIILUI.UIal Census ~uta.allgu -|ar“|p.|.nr|
County, South Carolina. Mational Archives & Records Administration

, _ _ Free Obitua
Special schedules called mortality schedules were conducted in

conjunction with the regular population census to record
information about individuals who died during the twelve months prior to the census. If the census
was taken on 1 June 1850, the enumerator would ask if anyone in the household had died
between 1 June 1849 and 31 May 1850, and would gather information on name, age, sex, calor, Trace your 4
By Kimberly Powell marital status, birthplace, occupation, month of death and cause of death. With few exceptions,
Genealogy Expert mortality schedules survive only for the census years of 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880.

Free Public




[ www.irfanview.com

IF , TIFF, PSD, EPY, PNG , PCX, MP3 , AVI, MOV, ICO , LWF , JPG2000, PSP, SWF, CLP, XPM...

IRFANVIEW

home | e-mail | deuische version |

B What is IrfanView?

B IrfanView 64-bit
B Download

B IrfanView languages

M PluglIns
B Toolbar skins

B Screenshots

B History of changes

W Nice WWW links

B About the author

B Support IrfanView

FREE
DOWNLOAD

M FAQs

B Forum

B Useful partner sites:
schnell abnehmen mit

wWrnain Arwmnlaad annl hitm

WWW.IRFAMNVIEW.COM

...one of the most popular viewers worldwide!

I would like to sincerely thank all you faithful IrfanView
users who send me messages of good wishes,
congratulations and appreciation, THANKS |

~+ IMPORTANT INFO: because of hacker attacks, there can be
problems with direct download (irfanview.info site) of
IrfanView/PlugIns! Sorry, try later again or try alternative

hosting sites.
download

the current version

&« IrfanView

£ Rearjpg - Irfaniicw (Zosen: 461 2 1)

Elo Edt Imsge Opbons View Hep
FEHEX B0 OQQ «=[1HFE -

=« Plugins/AddOns

convert
optimize
scan & print
4 “create slideshows
rﬂ?:-barch processing
play movies & sounds

m,—m—y aﬂd many many more...

Other download sites

Other WWW mirrors:
| Select Mirror- v |

-+ Current version: 4.40

© 2015 by irfan skiljan / :pagedesian & done by gésmo / :hosted by domainunion



AFTER

BEFORE




BEFORE AFTER
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THANK

QUESTIONS?

k.pennavaria@wku.edu
rosemary.meszaros@wlku.edu



mailto:k.pennavaria@wku.edu
mailto:rosemary.meszaros@wku.edu

Thank you!

e To get the PDF:
— In the Download pod, click the PDF
Katherine Pennavaria — Click “Download File”

k.pennavaria@wku.edu — In the pop-up window:
* “Click to Download”

» Save to your computer

Rosemary Meszaros
rosemary.meszaros@wku.edu

KDLA.Certification@ky.gov
Services to Libraries

facebook.com/KDLACE
@KDLALibDev



mailto:k.pennavaria@wku.edu
mailto:rosemary.meszaros@wku.edu
mailto:KDLA.Certification@ky.gov
http://kdla.ky.gov/LIBRARIANS/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE
https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
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