
              FANDOM 
       How to use pop culture, literature, and fandom’s to create your own library 

                                              Comic Convention 



THINGS TO KNOW 
• First you need to have a 

basic understanding of 
what a convention is.  

 
• What do you do during 

a convention? 
 

 
 
• Where do I find ideas 

for my library comic 
con? 
 

Convention noun (MEETING) 
•  a ​large ​meeting of 

a ​group of ​people who are ​involved in the 
same ​type of ​work or who 
have ​similar ​interests: Comic conventions, 
Anime Conventions, ​Star Trek convention 
 

There are numerous activities to do during a 
convention from perusing the sales floor, 
dressing for the cosplay competition, 
attending discussion panels, participating in 
gaming events, and so forth.  
 
You can attend conventions, search the 
internet for various convention website 
forums, Pinterest.com, and Facebook.com 
are great places to find pictures with 
comments about the events going on.  



WHAT IS A FANDOM? 

• Fandom is a term used to refer to a subculture composed 
of fans characterized by a feeling of empathy and camaraderie with others 
who share a common interest. 

• You could say that fangirls/fanboys are very detailed oriented to the point of 
obsessive when it comes to their favored fandom.  



WHY ARE FANDOMS IMPORTANT 
WHEN HOSTING A CONVENTION? 

• Comics, video games, anime, 
literature, and movies are the core 
interests of the people who visit 
these types of conventions. This 
audience has a passion for their 
particular fandom.  

• If you want to a host a convention 
you have to be in touch with what 
the audience wants.  

Even if you don’t understand the 
fandom please respect that someone 
may love it.  



BY OUR POWERS COMBINED…  
• Your library staff is key to hosting this event.  

 
• Technical Services orders the books, graphic novels, and DVD’s two 

months in advance to make sure they are in and catalogued for the 
event.  
 

• Circulation Desk members help fill the displays by pulling books  
matching the theme for that year.  

 
• The Public Services department promotes and prints all of the advertising 

for the event.  
 

• Program participants/volunteers from the community act as judges for the 
cosplay competition and as the panel hosts during the discussion break 
out sessions. 
 

• Contact your local drama or art departments in the schools; this is a rich 
environment to find face painters, program participants/volunteers, or 
people to hire for the event.  

 

 
 



 
 

“FOR EVERYTHING, THERE IS A FIRST TIME.” 
 • Start prepping at least 2-3 months prior to the event. Pick a theme, order supplies, 

contact local vendors, etc… 
• Local vendors can range from artists, authors, store owners, and more. They usually set 

up with various wares that are centered toward pop culture. They may have items that 
are t-shirts, Funko Pop vinyl toys, blind bags, comics, and more.  

• If you are hosting a one day convention be sure to request your work areas for the day 
before and the day after. This allows for set up and clean up after the event.  

• Decorate and promote the event well in advance of the date.  
• Pop culture cardboard standees, posters, books, DVD’s, and graphic novels are a 

great way to advertise in house leading up to the event. If you have access to a 
button maker or book mark maker this is a great way to advertise.  

   We have bought from websites such as  
• www.allposters.com, www.amazon.com, and www.orientaltrading.com  

 

http://www.allposters.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.orientaltrading.com/


BASIC EVENTS AT A COMIC CON 
• Vendors 
• Artists/Authors 
• Discussion panels 
• Cosplay Competition 
• Karaoke 
• Children’s area activities  
• Face painting 
• Video game 

competitions 
• Card game competitions  
• Trivia Questions during 

the day 
• People in costume to 

hand out balloons and 
programs for the event.  

• Items such as snacks or 
drinks.  

• Please remember you will have 
a varied age demographic.  

• The age range for the Perry County 
Public Library Comic Calooza is 
birth to approximately 45 years of 
age. 

 
• The PCPL uses the children’s section 

to host all day crafts, music, face 
painting, and we have a bubble 
machine that they absolutely love. 
You can find your own bubble 
machine at www.amazon.com  

    Chauvet B-250 Bubble Machine 

http://www.amazon.com/


COSPLAY RULES FOR A FAMILY 
FRIENDLY EVENT    

 
• cos·play 
• ˈkäzˌplā,ˈkäsˌplā/ 
• noun 
• 1. 
• the practice of dressing up as a 

character from a movie, book, or 
video game, especially one from 
the Japanese genres of manga and 
anime. 

• verb 
• 1. 
• engage in cosplay. 
 

• Cosplay is extremely 
popular and had formed an underground 
movement that has recently been pushed into the 
mainstream media.    

• Dress code : Certain characters are mostly nude. At the 
Perry County Public Library we made  a generalized rule 
that nudity is banned, body paint is not a costume, and  
you must be covered from thighs up to the chest area.  

• Weapons: No working bows, no metal, or wooden 
objects. You may not do battles in the library. Trust me, 
you think you would not have to state this but you do. 
The last thing you want is a light saber battle in your 
foyer.   

• To find a more in depth list of generalized rules you can 
visit well known conventions sites like  

• http://www.dragoncon.org/    
• http://ohayocon.org  

http://www.dragoncon.org/
http://ohayocon.org/


COSPLAY CONTEST 
• Age Categories: 
• We always have 
    ages 0-12 
    ages 13-18 
    ages 19+ 
Group   
 (2 or more people at any age) 
 
Single  1 person  
 
Overall  This is the best costume 
out of all the contestants.  
 
If you win an age group you 
cannot win the overall.  
 
You cannot participate as a single 
and then join a group.  

• To avoid any conflict of interest the judges are 
always members of the community. You can find 
generalized templates to judge by or you can make 
your own criteria.  
 

The Perry County Public Library has a rule that a 
homemade costume will always have the edge over a 
store bought or commissioned costume. The contest is 
about effort and detail.  
 
• The judges are not allowed to participate in the 

cosplay competition.  
 

• Our library, as a courtesy, provides thank you gifts 
and light refreshments for all volunteers during the 
convention.  
 

• Prizes for the cosplay winners are up to the library’s 
discretion.   A great place to find items are 
www.hottopic.com, www.thinkgeek.com, and 
www.amazon.com to name a few.  

http://www.hottopic.com/
http://www.thinkgeek.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


       DISCUSSION PANELS 
Discussion panels can be a  lecture, Q&A, or just a good natured heated 
debate.  
 
The Perry County Public Library uses community members and staff to host 
these panel discussions.  Previously discussed panels have been Marvel VS. DC 
comics, Fanfiction: Love it or hate it, you know you love it, and Star Wars.  
 
These are usually one hour panels that can involve hand outs, hands on 
activities, power points,  
and/or the use of YouTube videos.  
 
Decide your own panel topics or ask your patrons what they would like to see 
discussed with a public poll. This may also help you find people who can host 
the panels.  
Have your hosts submit their panel discussion outline to you 1-2 weeks before 
the event so you know exactly what will be discussed and to see if changes 
need to be made.  

                Remember this is a 
            mixed age group event.  



KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER 
Pick the date 2-4 months in advance 
Pick a name and theme for the event 
Order supplies 2-3 months in advance 
Involve all members of your library staff and community 
volunteers/program participants. 
Contact local businesses, crafters, artisans, authors, etc… to set up 
booths at the event. 
Promote at least 4-8 weeks leading up to the event.   
Make sure all staff is on hand to help run the event. Have designated 
jobs with break/lunch relief in place. 
Make an itinerary to hand out the day of the event telling the location, 
description, and time of the events taking place during the convention.  
This will be a large event so be sure to have all the restrooms well 
stocked throughout the day. 
Most of all remember to have fun! 
  



Random Fandom 2016 
Louisville Free Public Library 



What is Random Fandom? 

 A day long convention 
with activities, games, 
prizes, and contests 
representing a wide 
range of fandoms and 
interests 

 Started in 2015 with an 
audience for teens 



Planning 

 Staff talents 
 Community Partners 
 Get a team together  



Promoting  



Improving  

 Each year is a learning experience 
 Plan on something bad happening last minute 
 



Plans for the future 

 After the event each year our planning team gets 
together one final time to talk about what could be 
improved and what went well 

 There is talk of moving locations 
 Follow up with community partners  



 

For planning a  
Children’s Comic-Con 

Presented by: Leah Rudder 
Children’s Services Manager 
Laurel County Public Library  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6ppiEtPHLAhUKRSYKHX_OBWcQjRwIBw&url=http://johngushue.typepad.com/blog/2008/10/comic-book-covers.html&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGnLH6_AbYIKywv9xVnb1CUhNY3nQ&ust=1459736394843611
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3jJ6dtPHLAhXMRCYKHbbmCA4QjRwIBw&url=http://ifanboy.com/articles/ifanboys-2011-holiday-gift-guide-comics-for-kids/&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGnLH6_AbYIKywv9xVnb1CUhNY3nQ&ust=1459736394843611
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjgpf64tPHLAhVJOCYKHWFVD_8QjRwIBw&url=http://graphic-novels-manga.suvudu.com/2010/05/eisner-award-shakedown-2010-best-humor-publication.html&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGnLH6_AbYIKywv9xVnb1CUhNY3nQ&ust=1459736394843611
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiK4vHktPHLAhWHMyYKHQ54Ce8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.houzz.com/photos/8551967/Captain-America-Marvel-Comic-Book-Cover-Large-Wall-Accent-contemporary-kids-wall-decor&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGnLH6_AbYIKywv9xVnb1CUhNY3nQ&ust=1459736394843611
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEm82etfHLAhWBNiYKHQWvD8UQjRwIBw&url=http://robot6.comicbookresources.com/2012/02/kids-comics-these-days-adventure-time-batman-the-brave-and-the-bold-16-and-spongebob-comics-7/&bvm=bv.118443451,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGnLH6_AbYIKywv9xVnb1CUhNY3nQ&ust=1459736394843611


There are plenty of resources in your town. You just 
have to take the time to find them.  

• Contact your local comic book store 
• Contact your local high schools (cosplay club, anime club) 
• Find other heroes in your town to invite; police, firefighters, 

military, etc.  
• Utilize library staff who have hidden talents 
• Find local artists to face paint, make balloon animals, 

demonstrate anime or manga, etc.  
 

 



Don’t limit your comic-con to only superheroes. There 
are many other options… 
• Dr. Who 
• Pokemon 
• Star Wars 
• Book characters 
• Video game characters  
• Villains (Who doesn’t love a good villain?)  
• There are MANY MORE!! 



Don’t overwhelm yourself the first year! 
If you are anything like me, you may try to take on 
too much. Take my advice and remember that each 

year you can add new things. You don’t have to do it 
all straight out of the gate. This type of event has 

potential to have LARGE numbers, so keep the first 
year manageable. This also provides you with an 

opportunity to see what works and what doesn’t, so 
you can make adjustments for the next year. Nobody 
knows your library better than you. Do what works 

best for you and your patrons. 

https://www.pinterest.com/msgunsauls/marvel-nursery/


• Think of how you want the crowd to flow  
• Spread stations/activities throughout the library 
• Plan activities for all ages that will be attending 
• Let all staff know what their tasks will be for the event 
• Will your event require extra staff to be scheduled 
• How will you advertise your event 
 
Regardless of how many hours you spend planning it is inevitable  
something unexpected will happen…not bad, just unexpected. Be 
prepared to go with the flow.  



Library programs don’t have to be quiet! 

 Make noise! Have fun! 
 The kids we are working with today will 

remember the exciting programs they 
attended. Make the library a place they want to 

continue to visit.  
 

Fun comic-con activities 
• Character meet and greets 
• Face painting 
• Book displays 
• Photo booth 
• Video clips 
• Costumes 
• Contests 
• Crafts 
• Games 
• Prizes 
• Music 

 







If you have any further questions please feel free to email me at 
leah@laurellibrary.org. 



Northern Kentucky 
Cosplay 
2009 – Current 

Campbell, Kenton and Boone Counties 





Snacks 



Games & Activities 



Which of these foods made the 
most teens drop out of the 

scary food contest? 

O Pumpernickel Bread 
O Rosewater Soda 
O Dried Bento 
O Baby Clams 

 



Scary Food / Food Fear Factor 











Contact information 
 

O Valerie Davis 
 

O Campbell County Public Library 
 

O vdavis@cc-pl.org 
 

O 859-572-5035 ext 12 

mailto:vdavis@cc-pl.org


Bethany Morse,  
Outreach Librarian 











 



 Local comic stores 
 Facebook 
 Twitter hashtag: #OC3atOCPL 

 







 Obsessive planning 
 Community buy-in 
 Multi-generational  
 Free admission (because Library!) 
 Good will from artists 

 
 



Thank you for attending! 
 
• To download the PDF: 

• In the Download box, 
click the PDF 

• “Download File(s)” 
• In the pop-up window: 

• “Click to Download” 
• “Save” 

 

KDLA.Certification@ky.gov  
Services to Libraries 
 
        @KDLALibDev 
        facebook.com/KDLACE 

 
• Perry County Public Library 

– Jessica Chandler, jchandler@perrylib.org  
– Amy Eversole, aeversole@perrylib.org  

• Louisville Free Public Library 
– Lindsay Kokai, lindsay.kokai@lfpl.org  

• Laurel County Public Library 
– Leah Rudder, leah@laurellibrary.org  

• Campbell County Public Library 
– Valerie Davis, vdavis@cc-pl.org  

• Oldham County Public Library 
– Bethany Morse, 

bethanym@oldhampl.org  

mailto:KDLA.Certification@ky.gov
http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/Pages/default.aspx
https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE
mailto:jchandler@perrylib.org
mailto:aeversole@perrylib.org
mailto:lindsay.kokai@lfpl.org
mailto:leah@laurellibrary.org
mailto:vdavis@cc-pl.org
mailto:vdavis@cc-pl.org
mailto:vdavis@cc-pl.org
mailto:bethanym@oldhampl.org
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