
Don’t be Passive About Passive 
Programs!



Today’s Presentation

Components:
1) What are passive programs?

2) Examples: Photo Boards; 
Displays; Art Walls

3) Questions and Discussion
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Photo Boards

Photo Booths: 

A Cultural Phenomenon

Build it and They Will Come: 

Design & Construction

How to Wow Your Patrons: 

Themes & Decorations



A Cultural Phenomenon

People like free photo opportunities

Heavy on usage of props

Mainstay activity at weddings

Popular at parties, fundraisers, and 
other large social gatherings

Social media sharing = free 
marketing



Build It and They Will Come
• 10.5 x 1.13 in. Heavy-Duty Shelf Bracket x4  @   $9.00

• 0.75 x 49 x 97 in. Premium MDF Board     x1  @ $20.00

• 2 x 4 x 120 in. Treated Lumber    x2  @   $5.00

• Chalkboard Paint x1  @ $10.00

• Latex based Primer x1  @ $10.00

Total:      $86.00



How to Wow Your Patrons: 
Themes & Decorations



6 simple ideas to remember when 
decorating your Photo Board:

1.  Must appeal to all demographics

2.  Props or cardboard cutouts are the 
biggest appeal

3. Be thrifty:  make your own props

4. Keep backgrounds simple 

5.  Change theme regularly; every two 
weeks if possible 

6.  Place your library name in the scene





Promote Programs



Get Staff Involved



Sit Back & Let the Numbers Add Up



Displays: Birds in Snow
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Birds in Snow Display
About this display:
strict color scheme
reused many items (such as weeded books)
spray painted some materials
borrowed items
handmade items (paper is cheap)
“count the birds” contest with a book prize
first contest to coincide with a display: 51 

entries



Displays: Ninja Turtles



Ninja Turtles Display

About this display:

All items were from staff members’ 
private collections

“Guess how many Turtles” contest with a 
Turtle prize

We had 276 entries



Displays: Pro Wrestling
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Pro Wrestling Display

About this display:

All items were from staff members’ 
private collections

“Guess the branch manager’s favorite 
pro wrestler” contest with a Mick Foley 
yo-yo as the prize

Coincided with a Mick Foley library 
appearance

We had 87 entries



Tips & Tricks For Better Displays

①Appeal to all ages

②Run contests

③Borrow, reuse, thrift, or make 
materials for displays

④Paint has transformative powers

⑤Tie your displays, contests, photo 
boards, and events together



Art Walls: Kevin Muente
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Refreshments for Art Events
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Art Walls: Charley Harper



Art Walls: Tips & Tricks

①Make certain art is insured

② Safeguard artwork 

③ Host an “exhibit opening” if possible

④ Find contacts within the art community

⑤ Connect to your community while 
making your walls look fantastic!



Questions & Discussion

April Ritchie, MSLS
Adult Services Coordinator

Erlanger Branch, Kenton County 
Public Library

april.ritchie@kentonlibrary.org

Laura Loechle
Adult Programmer

Erlanger Branch, Kenton County 
Public Library

laura.loechle@kentonlibrary.org

Preserving yesterday, enriching today, inspiring tomorrow 

mailto:april.ritchie@kentonlibrary.org
mailto:laura.loechle@kentonlibrary.org


This webinar was made possible 
in part by the 

http://www.imls.gov/


Follow KDLA on Social Media!

@KDLALibDev KDLA CE

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLACE


Save the Date
Visit KDLA’s Continuing Education Events Calendar to 
register for more webinars!  

Flight into Fantasy: A Readers’ Advisory for Fantasy

Tuesday, May 23 – 10-11am ET 

The Art & Science of Managing Difficult Patron Interactions

Wednesday, May 24 – 10-11am ET

Fun on the High Seas: Adult Programming Ideas

Tuesday, June 6 – 10-11am ET

http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx


Thank you for attending!

April Ritchie

April.Ritchie@kentonlibrary.org

Laura Loechle

Laura.Loechle@kentonlibrary.org

http://www.kentonlibrary.org/

CE Events Calendar

Free Services to Libraries

KY Public Library Certification

facebook.com/KDLACE

@KDLALibDev
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