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Let’s begin by addressing

a confusion about archaeology.



Most People Think Archaeologists Study
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ACTUALLY, Archaeologists Study and Find...

Archaeological Sites
and
Artifacts
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And They Do Much More Work with students
Than Excavate Sites and teachers
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Analyze artifacts; prepare reports



ARCHAEOLOGISTS

are a kind of

Anthropologist

ARCHAEOLOGISTS

study objects - past people’s trash
ARTIFACTS!

To learn about past people

fossils or living people



Paleontologists, on the other
hand...

are a kind of

Gedogist and
Bidogist

PALEONTOLOGISTS

Study FOSSILS
ancient plants and animals

artifacts or living people






Archaeologists Use Science Methods to
Study
Long-ago Cultures and People
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Kentucky village circa 700 CE



Scientific Archaeology

Focus on human behavior not
pretty objects

Document, Document, Document
Collect all types of data
Curate materials with public S
institution to be studied by future , o %
generations and to test L 4\
Interpretations
Publish analysis and w7 : /.
Interpretations for both public and — hy =
academic audiences Y 2




CONTEXT is Everything Space (Where?)

e VWhere did the artifact come
from?
Where is the site located?

Overlapping footprints of many ancient
American Indian houses

Time (When?)

How old is the artifact?
How old is the site?

g //

T time |

Oldest at the bottom; youngest at the top






Time




Kentucky’s American Indian Era
Over 12,000 years

BP 15000 14,000 13,000 12,000 11,000 10,000 9,000 8,000 7,000 6,000 5,000 4,000 3,000 2,000 1,000 270 BP

Late Prehistoric Period (ca. AD 1,000 to AD 1730s;
Late Woodland Period (ca. AD 500 to AD 1,000)
Middle Woodland Period (ca. 200 BC to AD 500) —*

Early Woodland Period (ca. 1,000 to 200 BC)—'I_I

Late Archaic Period (ca. 3,000 to 1,000 BC)— |

Middle Archaic Period (ca. 6,000 to 3,000 BC)—

Early Archaic Period __ |
(ca. 8,000 to 6,000 BC) 1

Paleocindian Period
(ca. 9,500 to 8,000 BC)

Pre-Paleoindian Period

13,000 or more to 9,500 BC)
' 1
1

BC 13,000 12,000 11,000 10,000 9,000 8,000 7,000 6,000 5,000 4,000 3,000 2,000 1,000 1,000 1,730 AD




Kentucky’s Euro-American and

African-American Era
Nearly 500 years







Space:
Archaeology Found Throughout
Kentucky

Natural Regions
Physiographic province boundary
Coastal Plain Appalachian Highlands

"] Mississippi / Ohio River Floodplain 7 Appalachian Plateaus
East Gulf Coastal Plain Cumberland Mountains
— Interior Low Plateaus

__| Owensboro Lowlands / Ohio River Floodplain Knobs
b 1 Shawnee Hills Bluegrass

Highland Rim ndiana % ? é
g : ; i ; % e ‘ . ‘ ‘ West Virginia -
| ' stll‘ Aoty .

lllinois

Virginia
Missouri

~ 50 Miles ~

80 Kilometgps

32,000 + Sites Recorded in Kentucky
8% of State Surveyed by Professional Archaeologists



Example: Bluegrass Region

Natural Regions o
Physiographic province boundary i -u_-.n-',i‘ﬂf 7')//’////// - ,'\\‘\\i\\\\
Coastal Plain Appalachian Highlands ‘ ¥ \gb/\

|| Mississippi/ Ohio River Floodplain | Appalachian Plateaus
East Gulf Coastal Plain 8 Cumberland Mountains

— Interior Low Plateaus

Owensboro Lowlands / Ohio River Floodplain Knobs ) ) Tl o
Shawnee Hills Bluegrass < A 3 : i Ashiandly
Highland Rim -' i i ; 1

Indiana

West Virginia

Illinois

o ; e /_‘Sumersc-:

Paducah™ i 8 g ; . Aoy A
. Virginia

Missouri d

58 Miles

Tennessee 80 Kilometers
N

Generalized Cultural Areas




Bluegrass —
Eastern Section of the Interior Low Plateaus

American Indian gardeners build mounds and earthworks
Native peoples use of fire maintains the Bluegrass

American Indian farming villages, managing deer,
black locust, turkeys

Frontier stations and forts

Plantation houses and slave cabins — Barkley Plantation Artifacts,
.. Ashland Privy,

Camp Nelson — Civil War encampment and quartermaster Lexington

Religious community — Pleasant Hill

African-American farmstead — Neal-Rice (4-H Camp)

Industrial — Louisville Pottery

Working-class neighborhoods — Davis Bottom, Russell

Cemeteries — Frankfort, Lexington



Cut-away view, Dover Mound,
Mason County

ningled loads of marl and sandy




PUMPKIN/ CORN: Living support
SQUASH: A trellis & protective
A living mulch I L g shady ‘umbrella’
that shades soil, J
helps retain 7 A
Mosty and I 8 CORN: Provides sugars
inhibits WS ' to feed nitrogen-fixing
bacteria on bean roots

BEANS:
Bacteria
converts

nitrogen in soil

PUMPKIN/SQUASH to boost growth

How “Three Sisters-based”
agriculture works

— Slash-and-Burn agricultural field
Patchwork of Slash-and-Burn farming plots




Glassware

Dr. D. Jaynes Liquid Hair Dye, !
Camp Nelson, Jessamine County

Kiln wasters, Lewis Pottery,
Louisville



Eastern State Hospital burial ground, Lexington






OK! Let’s talk resources and ways to integrate
archaeology into your programming so you can...

UNEARTH
A [Kentucky Archaeological] Story!




Resources - Books/Booklets
(oldies but goodies!)

OF AN AMERICAN CLASSIC - o %:"‘@
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R. BARRY LEWIS
Editor

'"S-EEAD-AND-FIND-OUT SCIEMNCE"
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Resources — Books
= (Recent Titles) =T

Archaeologist ..

Nancy O'Malley

BOONESBOROUGH

7 Ruins | , \Alaud il k . o S
 FE  oesktED & ANCENT
| WORLDS

ADVENTURES =~
N ARCHAEOLOBY
!

Marilyn Johnson



Resources - Websites

— Discover
g\ DISCOVER
&) AENAES Sox Kentucky
ARCHAEOLOGY.KY.GOV Ar’c hanlogy
Highlighting Kentucky's
rich and diverse
archaeological record. https//arrhaEO/%)’k)’gOV

Short illustrated profiles on 142
Kentucky archaeological sites of all
ages and types.

Accessible on computer or phone.

i e Searchable by county, site type,

Kentucky Heritage Council,

the Kentucky Transportation Site a.ge

Cabinet and the Kentucky
Archaeological Survey.




Resources - Websites

= ﬁf‘ﬁ

_LIVING -
ARCHAEOLOQGY

WEEKEND

The Archaeology Channel \\\\‘“~——”////

EeEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EE EE
THE |

KENTUCKY

ARCHAEOLOGY & HERITAGE SERIES

Preserving Kentucky’s Past
for the Future




Resources - Podcasts Archaeology and Material Culture.

What does all this stuff say about us?

pagsEacy
FUN
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Resources - Posters

KENTUCKY BEFORE BOONE /S5

. KENTUCKY BEFORE BOONE ‘@E :

ELT oo . E_p‘ o ,
_, L 3

Ly = G.p‘-'—*a.j

" Qe MISSISSIPPIAN/ = MISSISSIPPIAN
FORT ANCIENT

W o<
,“_ PERIQE

; b . FORT ANCIENT
 ©&! PERIOD

) PERIOD
Ao

g, 80C0-1000RL

PALEOINDIAN
PERIOD

10000 8000 BL

PALEOINDIAN — — Qbal ™, &
PERIOD

Kentucky Native History Posters
https.//kyopa.org/kentucky-before-boone-posters/



Annual Kentucky Archaeology Month Posters
https://kyopa.org/kentucky-archaeology-month/

LITTLE BARLEY
s |

GARDENS OF THE ANCIENT ONES
EARLY WOODLAND: 1000 BCE - CE 20

GOOSEFOOT

i September 2023
B KENTUCKY ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH

-
~ Kentucky
Archaeology Month

2023 - Kentucky’s Native Gardening Peoples and the
Eastern Agricultural Complex



American Indian Textiles

Living Archaeology Weekend

LIVING
ARCHAEOLOGy

Christina Pappas and Choogie Kingfisher
O & Gy ;i vimeo

Support Materials for Teachers

Materials for Use with Students

MNacaiivsans fas Esdiinmbmavs 0 Chuislambe

Short Videos and Other Resources

https.//wwwilivingarchaeologyweekend.org/ait-educational-materials



Eclucation Station

Lesson Plan

ARTIFACT

Interpretation

Overview

Don’t Touch

Subjects

Sorial studi

Ation o

Age Leval inferences from the
ormodemnkn r 2 tha psed, ok o

C pued, T
o i Arnericans know ine: < conglusions and to describeth

Doing Archaeology —

* one or two permies for each group
. paper D
ose research question(s) ime Roquired Sl fE e

Tt
proceed

hope that

Collect data i T

Procedure

Analyze: classify, observe/infer, IR, | o
research

hema for artifact ana
artifacts from

Draw conclusions - tell the stories

Programming



Eclucation Station

Lesson Plan

ARTIFACT

Interpretation

Overview

don’t Touch

il by

I
students to

Subjects

Sorial studi

A %] Leve'l inferences fro
g ormodemkry r 2, Lha apsed, ms to pr:
Americans know ine: < conglusions and todescribeth

Doing Archaeology

Materials
* one or two permies for each group
* paper
* penc

Pose research question(s)

Time Required

40 mirmutes
proceed

hope that

C I I t d t E 5 Hn_;-' lmust ‘~=.1[; -lh it
o ec a a Bgckgro:ni“l“ . condlusions ot [j]'j[.l?n‘g -

ema for artifact ana
artifacts from
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Analyze Objects
(Artifacts)

An Object Lesson

oie.Visitors, cspecially
udenls, can be expectud to
;ré’ad" musenm objects on a
" tour, they should be given an
exariple for practice, Whether during a
pre-touring visit to a classroom, or as an
introdirerion before entering the gallerics,
docents can conduct a simple “object
lesson”™ as preparation.

Using a jar of apple pie filling as the
object to be *read,” let's consider and
answer the foltowing six questions:

1- What is the objoe?

2- For what purpose was it intended?

3- Who might have made, owned, used,
orkeptit?

4- What activities are ussocinted with
this abject?

5~ How does this object represent
<hange?

i~ How do you feel about those ehanges;
und why do you feel thar way?

The answers to these questions can
quickly expand the meaning of this fairly
mundane object

1 The object is a glass jar with a pager
label und painted steel Lid, containing
32 ounces of prepared, apples pie filling.

2- The contenls are intended to be baked
into a pie and eaten. The container is
meand 1 be hrown away or recycled
The filling was preparcd in advance as a
convenienc; o mike a rime consuming/
labor intensive aelivily, fast and easy to
accomplish. It also allows peopls o crjoy
apples in their pie regardless of the season.

3-Thost: who produced, macketed, used,
and disposed of this jar may include:
farmers and orchard managers; seasooal
laber for harvesting; factory workers and.
supervisors for preparing and packaging:
corporate buyers; growers of sugar cane;
sugar processors; spice importers; label
desighers; adverlisers; printers; iron ore
miners; steel plant workers; workers in
glass fustories and bostling plants;
truckers and shippers; grocery stare

buyers, shelf stockers, and checkers;
consmners; cooks; diners; garbage
haulers; Yandfill operators; and revyclers.

4- Aclivitiss associated this object
could be as diverse as: hiring; world
{iring; conperating; competing; selling;
buyiag: planning or failing to plan;
capking; clesning: dining; conversing;
and keeping or breaking i

by Susan Miner

ARTIFACT ANALYSIS SHEET

Artifact:

about eating sweets. Some symbelic
activities associated with this object are:
pariotism (Vas American as upple pie"');
wholesomeness; and traditionalism.

3-The way we get and use apples for pie
has changed significantdy over the years.
During earlicr limes, apples were grown
and sold locally, while in seasen, for use
by neighboring cusiomers who made
their pies “from scratch.” Today, large
scale growers, mass production, rapid
transport, technology, and marketiog
make Fresh fruit available year-round,
and provide tine-saving, prepared pie
filling for consumption. “[hie make-up
and pattern of consumption has also
changed. More peogle live on their own
as singles; and many family cooks bave
responsibilities outside the home, have
little tirne w prepare meals, and may not
be mothers or wives with support or
assistunce from partnecs.

€- A wide variety of feelings may be
asstwialed with these changes. Everyone
should be encourage o express epinions

and 16 atfer reasons for their point-of-view.

Al of these questions, und theit
responss, ofter docents an avenae for
further discussion about the object, the
culture, the Hme peried, and so forth.
The purpose of this activity is 10 acquaint
visitors with the process of reading,
interpreting, and construcling meaning
from cbjects, and to demonsirate that
even the simplest objects can offer
insights int the people und time:
assaeiated with it (This exereise was

adupled [rom “Interpreting History
through Objects” by Barbara G. Carson,
The Joumal of Museum Education:
Roundieabie Reports, Vol. 10, Mo, 3, pp. 2-5)

Most historical objects can alse be
considered using this appreach, Try
applying the sume questions asked about
the apple pic filling to the buttonhock
pictured above.

These questions should lead o
iscussions about use and
“They might cven have you imaginiag a-
dialogue blween a parent burtoning a
child's shoes whils the child hurres out
o play. Perhaps you might wonder about
the status and cost of buttonhooks; which
Lype might huve been given away with a
new pair of shoes, and which might buve
been purchased as @ more decorative item?

No matter what objeets of
phenomena a wur presents, pre-tour
practice in object reading and
interpretation prepares visitors for the
content of the tour, cquips them with
impentant skills fgr purticipation, and
bhelps them make personal sense out of
museum collections.

A

Susan Miner is Education Director
ar the Wichita-Sedgwick Cowmy Historical
Museun in Wichita, Kaasas, where she has
bren responsible for four development and
docent supervision for 20 years, She is
frequeni coniributor of texts and inages io
The Dacent Educatar,

A

Sketch It. Include as much detail as possible. Describe It.

Shape....

Size.........

Color.

Texture.......

Material...

Decoration

Explain it

Who used the artifact?

How old is the arlifact?

How was the artifact used?

Analyze its Meaning.

What does it tell us about the people
who used it?

THE DOCENT EDUCATOR

Programming




Study H

storical

Photographs

Education Station

Picture This

USING PHOTOGRAPHS TO STUDY THE PAST

QOverview

An old photograph provides a ba-
sis for discussion about life in the past,
and demonstrates the value of photos
as primary sources.

Objsctives

Students will

¢ understand that photographs
represent primary source material

* recognize that photos record de-
tails about the past and can be used for
interpretive and comperative purposes

Subjects/Skills

* social studies, photographic arts
» observation, deduction, infer-
ence, comparison, interviewing

Age Levei
Grades 4—38

Materials

+ copies of the student worksheet
* old photos brought from home
* paper and pencil

Time Required

Allow one hour to prepare for this
activity and 1-2 class periods to com-
plete it.

Background

Photographs are a form of artistic
expression and human record that mod-
ern people understand very well. They
are used to capture peoples’ lifestyles,
special or historic events, candid activi-
ties, familial and social relations, artis-
tic feelings, and even criminal deeds.
Photographs of peoples who do not, or
did not, keep written records some-

6 Archacology and Public Education

times provide a primary source of in-
formation about those cultures. A cen-
tury age, when having one’s picture
taken was a rare experience, people of-
ten posed with serious and formal ex-
pressions—creating the impression that
society and people were a little dour.
For modern researchers who use
photographs to glean details about the
past, the adage “a picture is worth a
thousand words,” could nothe more ac-
curate. But despite their seeming ob-
jectivity, hisforic photos must be stud-
ied carefully and critically. While many
scenes and events have been recorded
because a photographer was “in the
right place at the right time,” more of-
ten photographs are, or have been,
taken with purpose, forethought, and
composition in mind. It is the photog-
rapher, through his or her positioning
of the camera’s eye, who defines a
picture’s content and determines what
will be included or omitted in a scene.
Thus, when a photo is used as a pri-
mary source, it should be augmented
by other information. Knowing who
taok the photo; why, when, and where
it was taken; who requested it; and the
identity of the subject(s) can shed addi-
tional light on the content and mean-
ing of the image. Documents, artifacts,
oral histories, and personal papers or

records also can help to place a-photo- -

graph into a larger pattern of events or
behaviors and give it greater validity.

Historical archaeclogists use old
photographs in many ways. For ex-
ample, by determining the earlier ap-
pearance of an area, including the land-
scape and structures, an archaeologist
can anticipate and better interpret fea-
tures found during an excavation. Pho-
tographic images also help to identify
fragments of recovered objects that may
appear intact in a photo.

Photographs are a particudarly vivid
teaching device for students because
they provide views of the past for

Lesson Idea

people whose own history may be very
short. They can previde a source of in-
quiry and explanation; and, of course,
they serve a lasting purpose by stimu-
lating the visual and mental senses.

The photo on page 7, taken in 1900
in Pensacola, Fla., portrays two peophe
relaxing in rocking chairs, surrounded
by the types of household artifacts
found in many homes at the time, Af-
ter analyzing the photo, students will
discuss how the couple’s tum-of-the-
century lifestyle compares to scenes in
their own family and to the observa-
tions of elders whom students have in-
terviewed. They also will discuss how
an old photograph might be useful to
an archacologist.

Preparation

1. Several days before the activity,
assign students two tasks to complete.
a. Ask them fo talk to an elder
relative or neighbor who has lived in
the same area for many years and can
describe some changes that he or she
has witnessed over time. As a group,
the class might develop two or three
questions to ask the subjects. Students
should make notes during or immedi-
ately after the conversation, and bring
the notes to class for the activity.
~b. Ask students tc find an old
family phote tobring to class on the day
of the activity. The image can illustrate
people, a place, or an event, but the
scene should be as “unmodern” as pos-
sible. Students should know details
about their picture.

2. Decide how students will be di-
vided into two-person teams. Make one
copy of the student worksheet (page 7}
for each team.

3. The day before the activity, re-
mind students to bring their photos and
interview notes to class. Instruct them

not to show their pictures to classmates.
Contintued on page 8

yolome GC1) (9991996 Wiater

Instructions

The way that people live and the equip-
ment that they use changes constantly over
time. We can learn about people and activi-
ties of the past from old photographs. How-
ever, when we study these images, we need
to remember that the photographer probably
had a specific idea in mind when she or he
took the picture. We have to ask ourselves
these questions:

* What does this photograph tell me?

* Why did the photographer take this picture?

* Is it a fair and accurate portraif of the past?

Examine the photograph above and
answer the following questions on a separate
sheet of paper.

First Impressions
1. Whatis your first impression about this photograph?
What seems to be happening in the picture?

2. How would you describe the people (their age, cloth-
ing, expressions, relationship, economic status)?

3. Make a list of the objects in the photograph. Make
another List of the kinds of techhology that the people
have or do not have (by today’s standards}).

4. When do you think the picture was taken (year, time
of day)? Where was it taken? How can you tell?

Drawing Conclusions

1. Why do you think the photo was taken? Did the
photographer have a message to share?

2. What does the picture tell you about the past?
3. What objects in the picture would survive over time?
4. What questions do you have about the photograph?

5. How could you get more information about the pho-
tograph and the time period in which it was taken?

Archaeology and public Education 7
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Privy Cut-away View

StUdy The Privy at 712 DeRoode Street

An Outhouse B s

Straturn 2

Sealed Up

Stratum 3

Trash Pit

Stratum 4
T e

L 13 an i sy, 191 e e T
e T e heals wren it M 0 groaee e

-

Sz o Auchanslag: Soncih
AR E G 4 < NP

Stratum &

Stratum 7

COlNE

Original Privy

Name
Privy Strata
Strata in the Privy: Analyzing the Data
2 = Sealed Up. p the full privy/trash pit b =n around 1945 to th
found a vinyl jars 3 to 15 glass medici

Studdy the north wall profile drawing of the 712 1eRoade Strect Page 33, Read the g
ns (1930to n

descriptims of the strate, the depusits, and the artifacts they sontain answer thes:
questions. Y ¢ comtinue your answers ou the back of this page. - ; i
r. Lots of building debris

Apply the Law of Superposition to the Trash Fir. Which strarm is the aldeat and which is

the st rec
Based on the dates of tae aifacts that archacologists recovered frons the privy

2. When did the peaple living at 712 DeRoode Street dig this privi?
me wir glass

b, When did they elean it am?
les and jars; broken ceramic
Lime and ash appear only i the Original Prive, the deposit coutaining nightsoil swata {or indow glass, nails, and brick)

“zoaz” layers). Wiy did the residents stop using lime and ash sfter the Original Privy? )
(glass bottles and jars, a al thimhle,

n dishes)

i s 5
Why is there o nightsoil in the Trash Pit? tle {1911 quor bottle (1929 to 1954), and a glass soda bottle (1917 to 1928
oil (poop layer) mixed with ash, A little household trash iglass

Compare haw the residents of Thavis Bottam disposed of trash and nightsoil in the 1540 ck nightsoil with seme lime, Lots of household trash (glass bottles, broken ceramic dishs

to how we da it today. How is it different? Can you think of anvthing that is similar? bones).

. What docs the trash in the privy tell us shent the penl: who Tivesl in Davis attom?

33
Shotgun Investigation Archacology Notchank

2016 © Kentucky Archacological Survey/ Project Archacols

5
2016 2 Ko
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Steps in Making Z-Twist Cordage

Making

Ancient Indigenous
Cordage

Programming

LIVING
ARCHAEOLOGY




» Report an archaeological
site

» Request help identifying an
artifact

» Match an archaeologist
from OSA’s Speakers List
to present at your
library/event

Office of State Archaeology

1020A Export Street Suite
Lexington, Kentucky 40506
Phone: (859) 257-1944

Email: Ky-osa@uky.edu

Preserving Kentucky’s Past
for the Future
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And now, Q & A...
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