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What Are You Reading?

UNEARTH 
A 

[Kentucky Archaeological] 
Story This Summer!



Let’s begin by addressing

a confusion about archaeology.



Most People Think Archaeologists Study

Dinosaurs or Fossils

and only do this



ACTUALLY, Archaeologists Study and Find…

Archaeological Sites
and

Artifacts



And They Do Much More 
Than Excavate Sites

Work with students
and teachers

Share findings with the public

Analyze artifacts; prepare reports



are a kind of 
Anthropologist

ARCHAEOLOGISTS
study objects - past people’s trash

ARTIFACTS!

NOT fossils or living people

To learn about past people

ARCHAEOLOGISTS



Paleontologists, on the other 
hand…

PALEONTOLOGISTS
Study FOSSILS

ancient plants and animals

are a kind of 
Geologist and 

Biologist

NOT artifacts or living people





Archaeologists Use Science Methods to 
Study

Long-ago Cultures and People

Kentucky village circa 700 CE



Scientific Archaeology

• Focus on human behavior not 
pretty objects

• Document, Document, Document
• Collect all types of data
• Curate materials with public 

institution to be studied by future 
generations and to test 
interpretations

• Publish analysis and 
interpretations for both public and 
academic audiences 



Space  (Where?)

Where did the artifact come 
from?

Where is the site located?

Time  (When?)

How old is the artifact? 
How old is the site?

Oldest at the bottom; youngest at the top

Overlapping footprints of many ancient
American Indian houses

CONTEXT is Everything    





Time



Kentucky’s American Indian Era
Over 12,000 years



Kentucky’s Euro-American and 
African-American Era

Nearly 500 years





Space:
Archaeology Found Throughout 

Kentucky

32,000 + Sites Recorded in Kentucky
8% of State Surveyed by Professional Archaeologists



Example: Bluegrass Region

Generalized Cultural Areas



American Indian gardeners build mounds and earthworks
Native peoples use of fire maintains the Bluegrass
American Indian farming villages, managing deer, 
black locust, turkeys

Frontier stations and forts
Plantation houses and slave cabins – Barkley Plantation
Camp Nelson – Civil War encampment and quartermaster
Religious community – Pleasant Hill
African-American farmstead – Neal-Rice (4-H Camp)
Industrial – Louisville Pottery
Working-class neighborhoods – Davis Bottom, Russell
Cemeteries – Frankfort, Lexington

Bluegrass – 
Eastern Section of the Interior Low Plateaus

Artifacts, 
Ashland Privy, 

Lexington



Cut-away view, Dover Mound, 
Mason County

Robbins Mound before excavation, Boone County



Native farming village, Mason County, circa 1475 CE

How “Three Sisters-based”
agriculture works

Patchwork of Slash-and-Burn farming plots
Slash-and-Burn agricultural field



Stoneware kiln, Louis Pottery, Louisville
Kiln wasters, Lewis Pottery, 

Louisville

Dr. D. Jaynes Liquid Hair Dye, 
Camp Nelson, Jessamine County

Glassware



Old Frankfort Cemetery

Ring and coffin hardware, Old 
Frankfort Cemetery

Old Frankfort Cemetery
Eastern State Hospital burial ground, Lexington





OK! Let’s talk resources and ways to integrate 
archaeology into your programming so you can…

UNEARTH
A [Kentucky Archaeological] Story!



Resources - Books/Booklets 
(oldies but goodies!)



Resources – Books 
(Recent Titles)



Resources - Websites

Discover 
Kentucky 

Archaeology

Short illustrated profiles on 142 
Kentucky archaeological sites of all 
ages and types. 

Accessible on computer or phone.

Searchable by county, site type, 
site age

https://archaeology.ky.gov



Resources - Websites

The Archaeology Channel



Resources - Podcasts
Archaeology and Material Culture.

What does all this stuff say about us?



Kentucky Native History Posters

https://kyopa.org/kentucky-before-boone-posters/

Resources - Posters



Annual Kentucky Archaeology Month Posters

https://kyopa.org/kentucky-archaeology-month/

 

2023 - Kentucky’s Native Gardening Peoples and the 
Eastern Agricultural Complex



https://www.livingarchaeologyweekend.org/ait-educational-materials
Short Videos and Other Resources



Programming

Doing Archaeology

Pose research question(s)

Collect data

Analyze: classify, observe/infer,    
research 

Draw conclusions – tell the stories



Programming

Doing Archaeology

Pose research question(s)

Collect data

Analyze: classify, observe/infer,    
research 

Draw conclusions – tell the stories



Programming

Analyze Objects 
(Artifacts)



Programming

Study Historical 
Photographs



Programming

Study

An Outhouse



Programming

Making

Ancient Indigenous 
Cordage



Office of State Archaeology

1020A Export Street Suite 
Lexington, Kentucky 40506
Phone:  (859) 257-1944

Email: ky-osa@uky.edu

Report an archaeological 
site

Request help identifying an 
artifact

Match an archaeologist 
from OSA’s Speakers List 
to present at your 
library/event



And now, Q & A…
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