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Average Audiobook Collection Size
(based on libraries having that format)

# Physical audiobooks

# Downloadable/Streaming
audiobooks made available through a
district, state, or consortium

# Downloadable/Streaming
audiobooks purchased or licensed
independently

6,392

3,485

Population Served

Total T 55000 | 25.000- | 100,000
99,000 | +

1,256

3,970

1,495

6,132

3,331

4,099

21,223

3,486

8.917
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Public Library Audiobook Collections

Children’s
audiobooks

Fiction 79%
Young Adult
audiobooks

Adult
audiobooks
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What are some important factors that influence
your audiobook selection decisions?

Patron request

Popularity of the print book

Popularity of author's previous book

Unabridged vs. abridged

Award winner

Positive audiobook reviews

Narrator

Special features (e.g. full cast,
sound effects)

A 4
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Top Resources

for Selecting
Audiobooks

Professional review publications in print

Word of mouth from patrons

Word of mouth from peers/colleagues

Vendors’ enewsletters/websites

Publishers’ enewsletters/websites

Audiobook recommendation databases (e.g.
Novelist Plus)
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Public Library Audiobook Collections

Children’s
audiobooks

Fiction 79%
Young Adult
audiobooks

Adult
audiobooks
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Percent of Audiobook Titles by Format

R oo

M Audiobook CDs M Playaways

" Downloadable audiobooks M Streaming audiobooks
m Other formats

A 4
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Population Served

e 100,000

OverDrive Nearly half

©OneC|ickdigita| uses one
platform

exclusively.

(write-in)

Use only one platform

™ 1
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Easy B Rangy - Successful
Platform ‘ of Titles = Audiobook Collection
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How often do you make audiobook
recommendations for library users?

]
4%
Daily Weekly Monthly Less  Never
Often
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Biggest Challenges When Providing Audiobook Listening Advisory:

“Not enough experience as a audiobook listener.”

“Knowing the narrators. Customers are particular about narrators.”

“Finding information specific to an audiobook adaption. We don't have time to read/listen
to everything, so having reliable information on the quality/type of narration is key.”

“Telling patrons about all the different formats available and explaining how each
works. Advertising all the different formats.”

“Having a good selection in the format they need.”

fppt.com
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Does the library have an audiobook What sources are used to provide
“expert” or the go-to person for listening advisory to patrons?
audiobook information?

Word of mouth from patrons

Word of mouth from
Collection development colleagues

librarian for AV/media Professional review
publications
Audiobook recommendation

NET Yes

Dedicated audiovisual/ media

librarian databases

Other staff member Library catalog/lOPAC

No, we have no audiobook
expert

Consumer media

Online booksellers

Social networking sites

fppt.com
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All about
Narrator

Character
accents

Energetic

Folksy

Multiple narrators

Read by author
Youthful

Want lots of
extras

Audio drama

Full cast

Live audience

Musically
enhanced

Sound effects

Looking for
mood or feeling

Comedic

Detached

Emotionally
connected

Engrossing

Intense

Somber

fppt.com
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“Monthly Audiobook Club” |
“We had an audiobook narrator do
a program.”

__ _ 14%
“Visually limited book club” R tor
audiobook-
specific
programming. “We have a weekly group of ladies,
"The Crafty Listeners," that listen to
audio books while doing joint and

“Our library will be a _
i individual craft projects.”

partner for the HEAR Now
Audio Book Festival.”
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INSTITUTE of

Museum...Library
SERVICES
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