
Today is the Festival of Sleep Day and National Chocolate Covered Cherry Day. Take your pick on which of these to 
enjoy. This digest has programming ideas and resources related to science fiction, Older Americans Month, and mental 
health and nutrition for you to use and/or share with your patrons. There is also information about the Commonwealth 
Coders training course and a new recovery program in Kentucky that is designed to help folks return to the workforce. 
Be sure to check out the grants section, too.  
 
Click on the link(s) below to go the section(s) of interest.  
Programming 
News 
Webinars 
Grants 
 
Programming  

• January 2, 2022 is National Science Fiction Day. Even though that day has already passed, you can still promote 
the science fiction materials (books, DVDs, etc.) that you have at your library.  

o Share science fiction book recommendations with your patrons.  
o Book Riot recently published an article about science fiction and fantasy series called, A Celebration of 

Series: The Best SFF Series of 2021.  
o The Hugo Awards were recently announced, so you can get some ideas from those winners, too.  
o For those of you who have writing groups, give a prompt related to how the world and/or technology 

will change in 10, 20, or 50 years.  
o If you have images or physical examples of old computer monitors, cell phones (or rotary phones ����), 

household appliances, vehicles, or other technology items; share these with an in-house group or on 
your library’s social media accounts. Invite folks to talk about how things have changed with regard to 
the equipment and what changes they think are in the future.  

o KDLA has the following book kits in the science fiction genre, and you can reserve one of these kits.  
 Artemis 
 Brave New World 
 The Man in the High Castle 
 The Midnight Library 
 The Sparrow 

 
• January is  National Hobby Month. Display or make book bundles of any library materials you have about various 

hobbies including, but not limited to: handicrafts, woodworking, gardening, painting, dancing, collecting, and 
cooking.  
 

• February is Free and Open Source Software Month.  
o Display library materials related to programming and coding 
o Consider hosting a program about evaluating free software and/or apps for mobile devices  

 
Health-related programming and resources 
Free mental health fact sheets available from the U.S. government’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) 
There are additional resources under the Publications tab.  

• Tips for Survivors: Coping with Anger After a Disaster or Other Traumatic Event 
• Tips for Survivors: Coping With Grief After a Disaster or Traumatic Event 

 
Free Dietary Guidelines handouts available from The Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 
 
January is:  
National Birth Defects Prevention Month 

• Display library materials related to pregnancy and prenatal care.  
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• Invite a local health care provider or a representative from the March of Dimes to do an information session 
about preventing birth defects. The toll-free number for the March of Dimes is 1-866-898-4088.  

 
National Braille Literacy Month and National Glaucoma Awareness Month (February is Low Vision Awareness Month, so 
you may want to combine these.) 

• Think about highlighting your large print and audio book collections to support those in your community with 
low vision. Remember to let folks know about KDLA’s Kentucky Talking Book Library, too.    

 
 
May is Older Americans Month 
I realize that this is really early to share, but I do not want to miss passing along the following ideas and resources to 
you.  
 

• Could you host the Zoom program “Pandemic Pen Pals” that Nancy Voyles of the Henderson County Public 
Library shared about a couple of months ago?  
A patron at the Henderson County Public Library has a presentation called Pandemic Pen Pals where she talks 
about her experience of sharing family stories with the youngest generation. This patron is willing to share this 
presentation via Zoom, for free, with libraries in Kentucky who are interested.  

 
                Here are some more details about the presentation:  
                The patron is a former teacher, and these are the following are goals of the presentation.  

• Share how I used letters that included family photos, images found online, and my own illustrations to share 
family stories with my great-nieces and great-nephews. 

• Explain how I clarified my fuzzy memories using City Directories, obituaries, Google Maps, newspapers, 
online genealogy sites, and yearbooks.  

• Demonstrate some tricks and apps that can help anyone create an illustration. 
• Show search tips I discovered that helped me find internet images from my past. 

 
If you are interested in this program, or if you have any questions about it, please reach out to Nancy Voyles at: 

(270) 826-3712 ext.214 or nvoyles@hcpl.org.   
 

• Both the Alzheimer’s Association and the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America offer resources to help persons 
who suffer from Alzheimer’s or dementia and their caregivers. Here is additional information for the Alzheimer’s 
Association: 1-800-272-3900, to get materials, or to request a speaker. 
 

• See the Grants section for information about a grant for libraries that is related to services for persons with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease or their caregivers.  
 

• Music & Memory-“At Music & Memory, we help people in nursing homes and other care organizations who 
suffer from a wide range of cognitive and physical challenges to find renewed meaning and connection in their 
lives through the gift of personalized music.” This group was mentioned in the Library Dementia Services 
webinar that is listed in the next bullet point.  
 

• Library Dementia Services webinar, sponsored by Niche Academy. You will have to register for a free account to 
view this recorded webinar. Here is a link to the presentation slides and the Music & Memory organization’s 
guide to creating a music playlist.  

 
• Caregiver’s Toolkit from the American Library Association 

This site was created by the Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship. There are links for library staff 
and links that can be shared with patrons.  

 
• Check out this video interview and presentation about memory kits that a librarian at a rural library in 

Connecticut created. The librarian talks about how the kits were created, what one of the kits contains, how she 
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applied for an ALA Libraries Transform grant, and the feedback that the librarian has received. The video is 
about 33 minutes long.  
 

• Tales and Travel Memories 
                The following was posted on the Library Services for Dementia and Alzheimer’s group.  

Here at the Winder Public Library in Winder, Georgia, we have made up "Tales and Travel Memories" take out 
kits for caregivers.  Before the pandemic we were going to a daycare for people with memory problems and 
other disabilities. The clients really enjoyed the program using the materials and then, because of the 
pandemic,  we had to  stop. So we made up a take home kit with the "Tales and Travel Memories" materials.  A 
photo of the kit and a list of the contents is attached.  It was checked out on the third day of circulation by a care 
agency!  

 
                The picture below is what the Winder Public Libraries Tales and Travel kits look like.  

                
 
 
Workforce-related resources 

• “Commonwealth Coders” a 16-week training course that prepares participants for a career as a Junior Web 
Developer debuted across the state in August 2021 as a collaborative effort between the Bluegrass, 
Cumberlands, Northern Kentucky, and South Central Workforce Boards. The program begins again in January if 
you know of someone who may be interested in it. The Northern Kentucky Tribune recently highlighted the 
Commonwealth Coders program.  
 

• National Entrepreneurship Week is February 12-19, 2022. Promote the maker spaces, poster printers, small 
business resources, print and electronic materials, and the classes your library offers to your patrons and 
community members as a way to encourage and support local entrepreneurs.  
 
You may also want to reach out to staff at the Kentucky Career Center or the Local Workforce Development 
Board to see if there are ways you all can partner on programming activities during this week.  

 
• Outreach Tools Available Free from KET 

 
 

News 
Call Number Podcast: Year-End Author Chats (American Libraries, December 27) 
 
Employer-based childcare match available for Ky. businesses in 2022 (The Lane Report, December 22) 
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Here Are the 2021 Hugo Award Winners (Carina Pereira, Book Riot, December 19) 
 
KSBTC program propels small business growth across Kentucky (The Lane Report, December 28) 
 
National economic development summit coming to Somerset-Pulaski County in summer 2022 (Steve Rogers, WTVQ, 
December 22) 
 
New workforce development program to focus on moving residents in recovery into workforce (Jarrod Mills, Times-
Tribune, December 21) 
 
Paducah-McCracken County recertified as 'Work Ready' community (Kelly Farrell, The Paducah Sun, December 23) 
 
Smartphones Are a New Tax on the Poor (Julie Ticona, Wired, December 16) 
 
US Department of Labor Awards $8.3M in Funding to Kentucky to Support Tornado Clean Up, Recovery after Recent 
Devastation (U.S. Department of Labor, December 22) 
 
Will & Jada Pinkett Smith Forge New Partnership with Oprah Winfrey to Launch New Book Club (Rashad Grove, Ebony, 
December 21) 
 

Webinars/Training 
Please note that an inclusion here does not equal an endorsement for the webinar or organization. You can receive 
contact hours for renewal for attending these training opportunities.   
 
Essential Online Portals for Genealogy Research (Kentucky Genealogical Society) 
January 6, 7:00-8:30pm, Eastern; Free for members, $15.00 for non-members 
 
Business Reference (American Library Association) 
January 10-January 31;  
$129.58 for RUSA members 
$188.10 for ALA members 
$209.00 for non-ALA members 
$141.08 for student members and retired members 
 
New Year, New Books: A First Look at 2022 (Booklist)  
January 11, 2022; 1:00pm, CT; Free 
 
Core Forum Webinar Series on Technology (American Library Association) 
January 11-April 13, 2022 
ALA Member Price: $215.10 
Non Member Price: $239.00 
Division member: $174.47 
Student member: Free 
 
Trauma-Informed Librarianship: Building Communities of Care (Network of the National Library of Medicine) 
January 13, 2022; 1:00pm-2:00pm, CT; Free, but you must register for an account 
 
SWON Summer Planning Conference 
January 18, 2022; 9:00am-4:30pm;  
Registration fee is $55.00 
 
Dark as a Dungeon: Researching Mining Records (Kentucky Genealogical Society) 
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January 18, 7:00-8:30pm, Eastern; Free for members, $15.00 for non-members 
 
Elder Justice Explained: What It Is and How You Can Help (Network of the National Library of Medicine) 
January 19, 2022; 2:00-3:00pm, Eastern; Free, but you must register for an account 
 
Using Direct and Negative Evidence to Prove Unrecorded Events (Kentucky Genealogical Society) 
February 10, 7:00-8:30pm, Eastern; Free for members, $15.00 for non-members 
 
 

Grants, Awards, & Scholarships 
Jim Nelson Continuing Education Scholarship 
This scholarship is provided to assist staff members of Kentucky public libraries to seek library higher education and 
Kentucky certification for public libraries. 
 
Peggy Barber Tribute Grant 
The application is open from December 1, 2021-February 1, 2022 
The grant, named after the late library leader Peggy Barber, aims to help ease library budget challenges by awarding 
three libraries $2,500 to support a proposed program, program series, or programming effort. 
 
Libraries Transform Communities: Engagement Grant 
The application is open from December 1, 2021-February 1, 2022 
The Libraries Transform Communities Engagement Grant is an annual grant to recognize, promote, and support 
innovative and meaningful community engagement efforts in libraries. 
 
EBSCO Information Services Library Staff Development Award 
The application deadline is February 1, 2022.  
An annual award consisting of $3,500 and a 24k gold-framed citation given to a library organization whose application 
demonstrates greatest merit for a program of staff development designed to further the goals and objectives of the 
library organization. 
 
Dollar General Grant   
The application opens in January 2022.  
We award funding to organizations that provide direct services to adults in need of literacy assistance in one of the 
following areas: Adult Basic Education, GED or high school equivalency preparation, and English Language Acquisition.  
 
Eisner Graphic Novel Grant for Libraries - Growth Grant 
The application deadline is February 13, 2022.  
The Will Eisner Graphic Novel Growth Grant will provide support to a library that would like to expand its existing 
graphic novel services and programs. 
 
Eisner Graphic Novel Grant for Libraries - Innovation Grant 
The application deadline is February 13, 2022.  
The Will Eisner Graphic Novel Innovation Grant provides support to a library for the initiation of a graphic novel service, 
program or initiative. 
 
Stephen T. Riedner Grant for Life Enhancing Library Programs for People Living with Dementia 
The deadline for applications is February 11, 2022; the grant amount is for $2,500.00.  
 
Sincerely, 
Hilary 
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