VOLUME IV

A NEWSLETTER

SPRING 1988

A Message from the
President

The Friends of Kentucky Public
Archives, Inc., is an independent group of
private citizens concerned with the proper
management, preservation and use of the
Commonwealth’s historic public records.
Articles of Incorporation are filed in
Frankfort for this non-profit organization,
bylaws are adopted, and membership is
open.

The Friends group provides support
and assistance to the state’s Public Records
Division which houses state and local
records of permanent value and makes them
available for research. The group is raising
funds to help preserve Kentucky’s
documentary heritage and to provide
additional research services to the public.

Among our goals are the increased
microfilming of state and local records;
purchase of additional research material;

preparation and publication of finding aids |
.+ historical value of Kentucky’s judicial

and other research tools for _ﬁaw:n use;

conservation of the records; and a statewide
program of interest to all citizens interested
in establishing local archives programs.

The Friends group needs you to join in
this important work to assist in the support
for the preservation and management of our
Kentucky archives. Please join and ask your
friends who love Kentucky’s history to join,

too.
Sincerely,

Cetil E. Goode

News’n Notes

The fifth annual meeting and dinner of
the Friends of Kentucky Public Archives,
Inc., was held at the Ramada Inn in
Frankfort on November 20. 1987. The
Friends business meeting was held at the
Kentucky Department for Libraries and
Archives and preceded the dinner.

Featured speaker, the Honorable J.
William Howerton, Chief Justice of the
Kentucky Court of Appeals, spoke on the

records and of the need for their sound




management and preservation. Judge
Howerton, who was chair of the Special
Commission on Constitutional Review, also
spoke on the dynamic quality of the
Kentucky Constitution and of our
responsibility as citizens of the
Commonwealth to constantly review and
test this vital, legal instrument.

AFTER THE FIRE
Allen County Records Restored
With Local Records Grant

When the Allen County Courthouse
was destroyed by fire in 1902, the only
items salvaged were some of the county’s
vital records. These records, including
deeds, marriage licenses, and probated
wills, along with their corresponding
indexes dated back to the 1800’s. No
means were available at the time to restore
_the records, but the fragments, many
showing fire and water damage, were
retained.

Fire and water damaged records

When the new courthouse was built, the
records were returned to the county clerk’s
office in their damaged condition. For
more than fifty years, attorneys and
researchers in search of essential
information have worked with the
remnants of these early record books. As
time passed, the damaged materials
suffered further deterioration from mildew,

mold, and the general wear and tear of

everyday use. In many cases, burnt and
frayed pages were disintegrating before the
user’s very eyes. In 1985, the records were

in too fragile a condition to be microfilmed

without special arrangements.

Current County Clerk, Elvis Russell,
realizing the situation had become critical,
turned to the Department for Libraries and
Archives’ Public Records Division and its
Local Records Program for advice and
assistance. Gerald Thompson, the
division’s Local Records Regional
Administrator serving the Allen County
area, worked with Mr. Russell to assess his
needs and recommend that he apply for a
Local Records Grant. A grant proposal was
developed to provide for restoration and
preservation of the county’s damaged
records.

After the grant award to Allen
County was announced in 1985, Mr.
Russell began working with the division’s
Document Preservation Laboratory, which
undertook the required preservation and
restoration of 12,000 pages of original
records. The first stage in that process
involved fumigating or treating the records
for insects, mold and mildew. Each page
was then individually surface-cleaned. In
instances where pages had been reduced to
fragments, the remaining small pieces of
paper had to be reassembled like the parts
of a puzzle and reinforced with paper and

non-acidic paste.

Since the natural acids in paper cause
general deterioration of records, the final
stage of preservation was the
deacidification process. This involved
dipping or spraying the pages with a
magnesium or calcium carbonate solution.
In some cases, non-water soluable
deacidification solutions were used to avoid
damaging the documents. After
deacidification was completed, the 12,000
pages were encapsulated in clear mylar
sleeves to protect them from further
deterioration.

Mr. Russell and his deputy clerks
worked with preservation laboratory staff
to assemble the pages in proper order so
they could be bound as actual record books.
More than sixty hours have already been
devoted to this time consuming process.
The newly restored records are now being
microfilmed for security purposes.




Document Encapsulation

. The Allen County grant is one of more

than 300 awarded by the Department for
Libraries and Archives’ Local Records
 Program since its inception in late 1984.
Grants are available to local governments
to ensure the preservation of vital public
‘records and to encourage improved records
management practices in local government
offices. With the creation of the grant
program, a significant step has been taken
to secure vital local government wmoc&m.
but the work has just begun. .

The Friends of Kentucky Public |

Archives, Inc. continue to enhance these
efforts through their local records

workshops with city and county officials
and with Public Records Division staff,
taking an active role in voicing concerns
about the maintenance and integrity of
local records across the Commonwealth.
Through such cooperative, mwmmmwocnm
efforts, we help to ensure ?ma the state’s
documentary heritage remains secure for
all Kentuckians.

ANNOUNCING

New Release: A Guide to Kentucky Birth,
Marriage, and Death Records, 1852 - 1910
(Rev. ed.) 1988, Price, $7.00

May be ordered from the Public Records
Division, Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives.

FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY
PUBLIC ARCHIVES, Inc.
Memberships received as of April 1,
1988, as a result of the current
membership drive.

(IM) Individual Membership
(FM) Family Membership
(SM) Sustaining Membership

Woodrow & Vernan Allen (FM)
AMERICAN LEGION - Estill County (SM)
Ruby Y. Aubrey (IM)

Betty C. Avril (IM)

Claude & Alice Ball (FM)
Joseph F. Ballew, Jr. (FM)
Jessee E. Bednar (IM)

Francis G. Blackburn (IM)
Sarah H. Bond (IM)

George Street Boone (FM)
Lawrence and Bonnie Boram (FM)
BRECKINRIDGE CO. ARCHIVES (IM)
Naomi M. Brown (IM)

Mrs. Ernest B. Byington (FM)
Jean W. Calvert (FM)

Anne G. Campbell (IM)

Charles D. Carter (IM)

D. D. Cayce, Il (IM)

William A. Champlin (IM)
Judge and Mrs. James S. Chenault (FM)
Norman Chrisman, Jr. (SM)

Lee S. Clore (IM)

Paul F. Coates (IM)

John B. Conrad (FM)

C. Vernon Cooper, Jr. (IM)
Clayton and Elizabeth Cox (FM)
Betty R. Darnell (IM)

Marcella Dasenbrock (IM)

Jerry Ann Dimitrov (IM)

Robert and Mary Dollase (FM)
Elizabeth V. Dosker (IM)
Howard Downing (IM)

Mrs. Andrew C. Duke (FM)

H. E. Everman (IM)

Jo M. Ferguson (IM)

Samuel R. Flora (IM)

Ethel Alma Follin (IM)

Dorothy C. Fuqua (IM)

H. Charles Grawemeyer (IM)
Dorothy A. Griffith (IM)

Daisi Grossman (IM)

Mrs. Henry Hewitt Harned (IM)
Jesse Hewitt Harned (IM)




Lowell & Elaine Harrison (FM)
Margaret S. Hartman (IM)
Charles & Melba Hay (SM) -
Charles C. or Vermelle W. Hay, Jr. (IM)
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Holt (FM)

W. A. Hood (IM)

Hildreth C. Kidd (IM)

Mary Jane Knisely (IM)

Sharon B. McConnell (IM)

David C. McMurty (FM)
MARSHALL COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY (FM)

MASON COUNTY MUSEUM (IM)
Dorothy I. Maxfield (IM)

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Metcalfe (SM)
Donald G. Meyer (IM)

Heather A. Middleton (IM)

Helen Johnson Moore (IM)

Anna B. Morgan (IM)

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin B. Morgan (IM)
Jim Nealy (IM)

W. V. Norris, III (IM)

Marjorie T. Orr (IM)

- Mr. & Mrs. Burlyn Pike (IM)

Jim Powers (IM)

R. R. Richards (IM)

Gerald Roberts (IM)

Anne L. Rodick (IM)

Dorothy V. Rutherford (IM)
William G. Scroggins (IM)

Mrs. William H. Smith (IM)

Col. & Mrs. Robert Spiller (FM)
Elizabeth & Richard Stone (FM)
Paul B. Tanner (IM)

William L. Taylor (FM)

John B. Thomas, Jr. (IM)

Samuel W. Thomas (IM)

Gerald Thompson (IM)

Milton D. & Donna Thompson, Sr. (FM)
Robert L. & Ursula Trimble (FM)
Deborah L. Walker (IM)

Earl W. Weaver (IM)

Jean Lois Weixler (IM)

Marie Louise Whitney (SM)

Ima J. Wilson (IM)

Capt. McFarland W. Wood (IM)
Orman & Katherine Wright (IM)
Chester Raymond Young, Sr. (IM)

FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY
PUBLIC ARCHIVES, Inc.
Life Memberships

O. A. Bakhaus (Wimar Corp.)
Dixon A. Barr

Lewis Bellardo

Thomas D. Clark

George M. Cunha

Helen May Dalton ,
Willada R. Dent (Mrs. Paul L.)
Cecil Goode

Howard T. Goodpaster

Porter Harned

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Hopkins
Martha Lassetter (Mrs. T. A.)
MILITARY ORDER OF STARS & BARS
Edna Milliken

Mrs. A. J. Napier

Mrs. S. Albert Phillips

Frank G. Rankin

Mrs. E. N. Venters

Ear]l Wallace

Theodore Walter

Tom F. & Mary P. Whayne

The Friends of Kentucky Public
Archives, Inc. invites your support of
the Thomas D. Clark Endowment Fund

You may do so by
sending your contribution to

Friends of Kentucky Public Archives,
Inc.

P.0O.Box 537

Frankfort, KY 40602-0537

Yes I would like to pledge
$

to the Thomas D. Clark
Endowment Fund

(Tax Deductable)

Signature Please Print

Street

City State Zip




FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY
PUBLIC ARCHIVES, Inc.

I wish to become a member of
the Friends of Kentucky Public
Archives, Inc., and to support the
preservation and management of
Kentucky’s documentary history.

Name
Address
City State Zip
Telephone
Class of Membership:
Individual $ 10.00
Family $ 15.00
Sustaining $ 50.00
Life $ 250.00
0

Please make checks payable to:

Friends of Kentucky Public
Archives, Inc.
P.0O.Box 537
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602

FRIENDS HOLD LOCAL
RECORDS SEMINAR

The latest in a series of regional
seminars sponsored by the Friends on the
management and use of local government
records was held April 19, 1988, at Thomas
More College, Crestview Hills. As in
previous seminars, speakers stressed the
integral link between preservation and use
of archival records of permanent value and
their sound management in the offices
where they are created. Without such
management many records never reach an
archival repository, or reach repositories in
physical conditions which prevent their use
or long-term retention.

Professor James Ramage of Northern
Kentucky University, speaking on “Our
Culture in Our Records,” underscored this
very point and recounted the many ways
local public records mirror and give texture
to the lives of Kentuckians. Local officials,
including Newport City Clerk Frank
Peluso, Boone County Clerk Jerry Rouse,
and Kenton County Director of Pupil
Personnel Bruce Clark discussed issues
related to the management and use of
records in their offices and of the positive
impact KDLA’s Local Records Grant
Program has had on their operations.

KDLA Document Preservation
Supervisor Mary Samples discussed the
importance of conservation, identifying it
as a clear responsibility of management.
Seminar participants also viewed a
videotape on planning and recovery
procedures for disasters affecting records,
regardless of medium.

Afternoon speakers, including
Thomas More Academic Affairs Dean Dr.,
Ray Hebert, professional researcher Pat
Donaldson, Charles King of the Kenton
County Public Library, and Greg Harper of
the Behringer Crawford Museum, spoke of
the value and variety of local public records
and other archival resources and of the
many ways these materials can be used for
teaching or personal research :

The next seminar in this series is
scheduled for Louisville on September 7,
1988. Please plan to Attend!




Friends’ Calendar

Junel

of Notable Events

Executive Committee Meeting

June 17 Archives Institute (Tentative)

July 20 Board Meeting - Executive,

Sept. 7

Oct. 19

Committee Meeting at Lunch

Louisville Area Local Records
Workshop

Board Meeting - Executive
Committee Meeting at Lunch

Nov.18 Sixth Annual Meeting and

Dinner, Frankfort

' Board of Directors

Cecil E. Goode, Chairman
Mrs. C. C. Calvert, Jr. (Jean)
Dr. Thomas D. Clark

Paul F. Coates

C. Vernon Coobper, Jr.

George M. Cunha

Mrs. Andrew Duke (Mary Louise)
Howard T. Goodpaster

H. Charles Grawemeyer
Porter Harned

Charles C. Hay, I1I

Mrs. Patricia Hodges

Charles H. Jett, 111 .
Mrs. T. A. Lassetter (Martha)
Mrs. Charles W. Metcalf (Pam)
Mrs. Edna Milliken

David C. McMurtry

Frank G. Rankin

Ursula Trimble

Earl Wallace

Chester Young
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