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George Cunha To Address
Friends” Annual Dinner

George M. Cunha, internation-
ally recognized document conservation
consultant, will be the featured speaker
at the Friends” Annual Dinner Novem-

.ber 3, 1988, at the Capital Plaza Hotel,
His address, entitled “An-

Frankfort.
Endangered Heritage,” will focusonthe
critical conservation challenges facing

Kentucky’s library and archival com-
munities.

Aretired naval captain, Cunhais

"Du'ector Emeritus- of the Northeast

Document Conservation Center and a
former Chief Conservator at the Library
of the Boston Athenaeum. He is cur-
rently an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky’s College of Library
and Information Science, where he
teaches library and conservation man-
agement. He serves on Kentucky’s State
Archivesand Records Commission, was
chair of its Conservation Advisory
Committee and isa Fellow of the Society
of American Archivists and the Ameri-
can Institute for Conservation.

Captain Cunha’s chief interests
are the study and development of pre-
ventive conservation measures to mini-
mize the deterioration of library and
archival materials from their environ-
ment; the development of methods for
the mass treatment of books and docu-
ments; security measures for libraries
and archives; and the refinement of
disaster prevention and disaster recov-
ery programs and techniques. Activein
numerous professional organizations
and as a consultant and speaker, he is
the author of Mass Deacidification for
Libraries and the UNESCORAMP study,
Methods of Evaluation to Determine the
Preservation Needs in Libraryand Archives
Collections; the co-author of The Conser-
vation of Library Materials and Libraryand
Archives Conservationand its companion

volume, Conservation Administration. He
writes frequently for professional jour-
nals. ,

Fourth Archives Institute Draws
Participants from 11 States

With a record attendance of
almost 70 participants, the Friends’
Fourth Annual Kentucky Archives In-
stitute on July 15 was the most success-
ful such event to date. In addition to
Kentucky residents, registrants came
from Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio, Maryland, Michigan, North Caro-
lina, Texas and Virginia to take part in
the day-long program. The event took
place in the Activity Room of the Ken-
tucky Department for Libraries and Ar-
chivesin Frankfort. Special out-of-town
guest speakers included Gayle Peters,
Director, National Archives - Atlanta
Branch, and Dr. Raymond G. Hebert,
Dean of Academic Affairs, Thomas More
College, Crestview Hills, Kentucky.

The program, which focused on
the use of public records for historical
and genealogical research, featured
sessions on federal records, Kentucky
land records, state, local, and judicial
records in Kentucky, and the impor-
tance of document preservation in en-
suring the continued availability of rec-
ords for research.

Mr. Peters provided a concise
overview of federal records available
regionally for research, especially those
dealing with Kentucky, while Kandi
Adkinson ably described the challenges
of working with Kentucky land records
and Mary Samples encouraged regis-
trants tobe conservation-minded in their
work. During lunch, participants heard
Dr. Hebert speak on the importanceand
value of local history. The afternoon
sessions featured presentations on
Kentucky records by Public Records

Division staff members Jeffrey M. Dulff,
Jerry Carlton and Jim Prichard. Upon
conclusion of the event, registrants re-
ceived certificates of participation.
Plans are already underway for
nextyear’s Archives Institute. Tell your
friends about this special mid-summer
event and make plans now to attend!

A Message from the President

Elsewhere in this newsletter you
willread of plans for the Friends’ annual
meeting November 3rd and of our dis-
tinguished guest speaker, George M.
Cunha, noted document conservator. I
hope you will circle this date on your
calendar now and make plans to attend
this special event, for you will hear of
some very exciting developments in the
area of document preservation at our
annual business meeting and annual
dinner. N

The mission of the state’s Public
Records Division is to manage, preserve
and make accessible the public records
of Kentucky’s state and local govern-
ment agencies. When we think of pres-
ervationin terms of the work of the State
Archives, many images come to mind:
preserving the physical integrity of those
records through actual repair in the
division’s DocumentPreservation Labo-
ratory, preserving the records them-
selves through physical storage in the
Archives, or preserving the information
contained inrecords throughmicrofilm-
ing, to name just a few.

All of these actions are “preser-
vation” in a sense and therein lies an
important point. While the work of the
division’s Document Preservation Labo-
ratory is the central focus of thisactivity,
all division staff contribute to this work,
directly or indirectly. Preservation ac-
tions have an important role in the
managementof records throughout their
life, from their use in the office where



they are created to the time when they
become archival records and are used
- for research by citizens, scholars, or
public officials.

Plan to join us for this important

meeting and learn of the challenges our
Public Records staff face. We need your
help in this important work.

Sincerely,

Cecil E. Goode

Filson Club Hosts Friends’
Local Records Seminar
, The Friends’ Ninth- Local Rec-
ords Seminar on the management and

use of local government records fea-
tured a capacity crowd of more than 60
participants. The September 7 meeting,
held in Louisville at The Filson Club,
drew local officials from Jefferson and
surrounding counties, municipal offi-
cials from a number of Jefferson County
cities and researchers w1th a wide vari-
ety of interests. P

After statements of welcome by
Rick Bell on behalf of The Filson Club,
Richard N. Belding on behalf of the Ken-
tucky Department for Libraries and
Archives, and Dr. Frank G. Rankin on
behalf of the Friends, the formal pro-
gram got underway with a session by
Dr. Frank R. Levstik on the importance
oflocal governmentrecords. Dr. Levstik
discussed the characteristics of some of
the wide variety of local government
records available for research and en-
couraged participants to broaden their
researchstrategiesand usea widerrange
of these important historical resources.

Following Dr. Levstik’s presen-
tation, participants heard from a panel
of local government officials, including
Sharon Receveur, Director, City of Lou-
isville Archives; David Logsdon, Har-
din County Clerk; and Paul Coates,
Office of the Jefferson County Circuit
Clerk and a member of the State
Archives and Records Commission.
Fromamanager’s perspective, speakers

focused on the special challenges they
face daily in managing public records
and making them accessible. Mary
Samples, Document Preservation Super-

* visor in the Kentucky Department for.

Libraries and Archives’ Public Records
Division, spoke on conservation as a
management responsibility and re-
viewed in detail the many actions local
officials can take on their own to ensure
the preservation of their records.

During a special catered lunch, .
registrants heard Dr. Larry Hood speak .

onthequestion, “Whatisa Kentuck1an7”

Dr. Hood drew on a wide range of -

sources in his depiction, which wasboth
thoughtful and humorous.

The seminar concluded with an
afternoon panel discussion devoted to
users’ perspectives on access and use of
local public records. David L. Morgan

of the Jefferson County Office of His- .

toric Preservation and Archives spoke

of the conflicting challenges to county .

officials who want to aid county offices
with their records management prob-

lems, while simultaneously meeting .
researcher needs for information. Jim.

Holmberg, The Filson Club’s Curator of
Manuscripts, detailed: the club’s public
records holdings and related resources
and encouraged their use by partici-
pants. Dr. Tom Owen, Associate Direc-
tor of the University of Louisville Ar-
chives and Records Center, recounted
his use of public records as unique vis-
ual sources for a local television series

devoted to vignettes of Louisville his-

tory. Andy Anderson, Director of the

University of Louisville Photographic -

Archives, identified several remarkable
collections of photographs from his
holdings which both complement the
research value of public records for the
greater Louisville area and, in many
cases, are public records themselves, as
they were created at the behest of public
agencies, although by pnvate contrac-
tors.

The Louisville meeting was the
ninthin the Friends’ continuing series of
local records seminars. To date, these
events havebeen held in Crestview Hills
in 1988, in Glasgow in 1987, in Maysville
and DPrestonsburg in 1986, in
Hopkinsville, Hawesville and London
in 1985, and in Elizabethtown in 1984.

acquamt ;
state with
and

and with the Friend 0 ass
their proper management, preservation
and use. The programs are an pportu-
nity to make known the Department for
Libraries and Archives” Local Records
Program .and its direct services and
grants program, as well as to bring to-
gether local officials responsible for the
daily management of public recordsand

‘researchers for whom these records are
a valuable source of information. Inthis-
way, each can better understand the’
needs and interests of the other and”"

discover ways they can collaborate with

~ the Friends to ensure the continued

preservation and wuse :of the
Commonwealth’s rich local records
legacy.

nars are planned for 1989 in Paducah
and Ashland. Plan now: to attend one
near you and encourage a- friend to at—

'tend and become a Friend!

Friends Greet Hungarian
Archivist on Kentucky Visit

, Several members of the Friends
played host to a distinguished Euro-

pean archivist, Dr. Lajos Kormendy,

Chief of the Department of Reprogra-
phy at the National Archives of Hun-
gary and an active leader in the Interna-
tional: Council on Archives, during his
recent visit to Kentucky. Kormendy

': Additioﬁal local records semi-

visited Kentucky from June7-10aspart | " *

of a 30-day tour of American archival

facilities sponsored by the U.S. Informa-

_tion Agency’s Foreign Visitor Program.

Friends having an opportunity
to meet and speak with Dr. Kormendy

included Board members Dr. Thomas

D.Clark, Paul Coates, George M. Cunha,
and Howard T. Goodpaster.
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