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On the Agenda

• New MARC fields

• Differences between AACR2 and RDA for:
• Sound Records

• Visual Materials

• Electronic Resources

• Serials

RDA and Cataloger’s Judgment :
“With great power comes 

great responsibility”

• Once core elements are satisfied, RDA relies heavily 
on cataloger’s judgment

• Many options and alternatives

• Record your decisions for future reference!
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New MARC Fields for 
Bibliographic Records

264 Field
Production, Publication, Distribution, 
Manufacture, and Copyright Notice

• 2nd Indicator
• 0 = Production Information

• 1 = Publication Information

• 2 = Distribution Information

• 3 = Manufacture Information

• 4 = Copyright notice date

• Subfields
• a = Place of publication, etc.
• b = Name of publisher, etc.
• c = Date of publication, 

copyright date

• Can have multiple 264 fields to record different roles.
• 264 _ 1 $a Spokane, WA :$b Books in Motion, $c [2005]
• 264 _4 $a ℗2005

*No period at end of 264 _4 as per LC Practice.

Lots of New 3XX Fields

• 336 Content Type

• 337 Media Type

• 338 Carrier Type

• 340 Physical Medium

• 344 Sound Characteristics

• 346 Video Characteristics

• 347 Digital File Characteristics

Any many, many more!!!!!
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33X Fields

• 336 Content type – RDA 6.9

• 337 Media type – RDA 3.2

• 338 Carrier type – RDA 3.3

• Subfields
• $a  term
• $b  code
• $2 “rdacontent” or “rdamedia” or “rdacarrier” as appropriate
• $3 materials specified - give if appropriate

11

340 Field
Physical Medium

• “Physical description information for an item that requires 
technical equipment for its use or an item that has special 
conservation or storage needs”

• Subfields
• a = Material base and configuration

• b = Dimensions

• n = Font size – used for large print materials.

• 340 $a marble  (physical medium for a sculpture)

• 340 $a parchment $b 20 cm. folded to 10 x 12 cm.

• 340 $n large print  or $n large print (36 point)

344 Field
Sound Characteristics (RDA 3.16)

• “Technical specifications relating to the encoding of sound in a 
resource.”

• Some information also coded in 007

• Subfields
• $a = Type of recording  (analog, digital) – RDA 3.16.2

• $b = Recording medium (magnetic, optical, etc.) – RDA 3.16.3

• $c = Playing speed  -- RDA 3.16.4

• $g = Configuration of playback channels – RDA 3.16.8

• $h = Special playback characteristics – RDA 3.16.9

• $2 = Source of terms

344 $a digital $b optical $g stereo $h Dolby Digital $2 rda
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345 Field
Projection Characteristics of Moving Image

(RDA 3.17)

• Technical specifications relating to the projection of a 
moving image resource

• Subfields
• $a - Presentation format (RDA 3.17.2)

• $b - Projection speed  (RDA 3.17.3

• $2 - Source of terms

345  $a 3D $b 48 fps $2 rda 

346 Field
Video Characteristics (RDA 3.18)

• “Technical specifications relating to the encoding of 
analog video images in a resource.”

• Subfields
• $a = Video format  (Beta, VHS, not DVD) – RDA 3.18.2

• $b = Broadcast standard (PAL, NTSC) – RDA 3.18.3

346  $a VHS $b NTSC $2 rda

347 Field
Digital File Characteristics (RDA 3.19)

• “Technical specification relating to the digital encoding of text, image, 
audio, video, and other types of data in a resource. “

• Subfields:
• $a = File type (audio file, video file, text file, data file, etc.) – RDA 3.19.2

• $b = Encoding format  (can use terms at RDA 3.19.3.3) – RDA 3.19.3

• $c = File size – RDA 3.19.4

• $d = Resolution – RDA 3.19.5

• $e = Regional encoding  -- RDA 3.19.6

• $f = Transmission speed – RDA 3.19.7

• $2 = Source of term

347 $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda
347 $a video file $b DVD video $e region 4 $2 rda
347 $a audio file $b MP3 $f 32 kbps $2 rda
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Cataloging Special Formats
with RDA

What’s Different?

• No General Material Designation in the $h of the 245 field

• 264 instead of 260 for publication information.

• New MARC fields
• 336, 337, 338, 340, 344-347

• No abbreviations in transcribed fields unless it appears on 
the resource
• Some abbreviations in 300 field

• Relationship designators in 1XX and 7XX fields

Methods to express relationships

1. Authorized access point: 
• 110 2 _ $a Society of Linguists, $e author.

2. Structured description:
• 776 08 $i Also issued as: $t Health statistics

3. Unstructured description:
• 500 _ _ $a Translation of the author’s novel Digital 

fortress.
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Relationships

• $e of 100-110 and 700-710
• 100 1 _ $a Roberts, Nora, $e author.
• 100 1 _ $a Findlay, Diane, $d 1952- $e author.
• 100 1 _ $a Stone, Melicent, $e author, $e illustrator.

• $j of 111 and 711
• 111 2 _ $a Stour Music Festival. $e Orchestra, $j 

performer.

• $i of 700-730 
• 700 1 _ $i Adaptation of (work): $a Austen, Jane, $d 1775-1817. 

$t Pride and prejudice.

• MARC 21 264 fields  
• 264 _ 1 $a Prince Frederick, MD : ‡b Recorded Books, ‡c [2006]

Sources

• Preferred source of information = source of title proper

• Three categories 
• Pages, leaves, etc., or images of pages … -- RDA 2.2.2.2
• Moving images – RDA 2.2.2.3
• All other resources – RDA 2.2.2.4

• Divided into tangible and online resources

• Enclose in brackets if from outside the resource or 
supplied by cataloger

Cataloging Sound Recordings 
with RDA
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Sources

• Source: Other Resources (RDA 2.2.2.4)

• Preferred source of information = label on resource

• If source shows individual titles, choose source that has 
collective title.
• Container or accompanying material

RDA Differences – 2XX Fields

• No GMD [sound recording] in the 245 field

• Performers not transcribed in statement of responsibility ; 
not recorded in 1XX field 
• Unless they are the creator of the work(s)

• Can use additional 264 for phonogram/copyright date
• 264 _ 4  $c ℗2006

RDA Differences – 300 Field

• In Extent, use “audio discs” instead of “sound discs”

• Have the option to use a term in common usage in the 
extent (300 $a)
• Can use terms such as CD, DVD and Blu-Ray

• Don’t use “ca.” in Duration, use “approximately” instead

300 $a 12 audio discs …
300 $a 10 CDs (instead of 10 audio discs)

300 $a 12 audio discs (approximately 12 hr.) …
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Still the same, 300 Field

• Duration  – still recorded in 300 field $a

• Dimensions – still recorded in 300 field $c
• RDA says to use cm, LC still using inches for discs

• Abbreviations for duration and measurement  are still 
used
• hr., min., sec., in., etc.

300 $a 12 audio discs (approximately 12 hr.) ; $c 4 3/4 in.

MARC 3XX Fields

• Audiobook on CD 

• 336  $a spoken word $b spw $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a audio $b s $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a audio disc $b sd $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a digital $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda

500 note for “Compact disc” not needed.

MARC 3XX Fields

• Musical Recording on CD 

• 336  $a performed music $b prm $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a audio $b s $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a audio disc $b sd $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a digital $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda
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MARC 3XX Fields

• Musical Recording on CD with booklet

• 336  $a performed music $b prm $2 rdacontent
• 336  $a text $b txt $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a audio $b s $2 rdamedia
• 337  $a unmediated $b n $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a audio disc $b sd $2 rdacarrier
• 338  $a volume $b nc $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a digital $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda

518 Field

• Date/Time and Place of Event Note includes coded 
subfields

• 518  $a Filmed on location in Rome and Venice from January 
through June 1976. 

• 518  $o Filmed on location $p Rome and Venice $d1 976 January 
through June.  

or

Relationships

• Common relationship designators:

Performer
Conductor
Instrumentalist
Narrator
Singer
Speaker

Author
Librettist
Lyricist

Arranger of music
Composer
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CD Audiobook Example

Statement of 
Responsibility

Title

Narrator

PublisherPlace of 
publication

Copyright 
date

Publisher’s 
number:
2347

Series
Statement

Extent
+

Duration

Edition
Statement

ISBN

CD Audiobook Example
• 040 _ _  $a [library symbol] $b eng $e rda $c [library symbol]

• 020 _ _  $a 1596073470

• 028 0 2 $a 2347 $b Books in Motion

• 100 1 _  $a Eddings, David, $e author.

• 245 1 0 $a King of the Murgos / $c by David Eddings. 

• 264 _ 1 $a Spokane, WA : $b Books in Motion, $c [2005]

• 264 _ 4 $c ©2005
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CD Audiobook Example

• 300 _ _  $a 14 audio discs (approximately 16 hr.) ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 300 _ _  $a 14 CDs (approximately 16 hr.) ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 336 _ _  $a spoken word $b spw $2 rdacontent

• 337 _ _  $a audio $b s $2 rdamedia

• 338 _ _  $a audio disc $b sd $2 rdacarrier

• 344 _ _  $a digital $b optical $2 rda

• 347 _ _  $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda

or

CD Audiobook Example
• 490 1 _  $a The Malloreon ; $v book 2

• 511 0 _  $a Read by Cameron Beierle.

• 520 _ _  $a Garion discovers that the dark prophecy did not vanish…

• 650 _ 0 $a Garion (Fictitious character) $v Fiction.   Etc.

• 655 _ 7  $a Fantasy fiction. $2 gsafd 

• 655 _ 7  $a Audiobooks. $2 lcgft 

• 700 1 _  $a Beierle, Cameron, $e narrator.

• 800 1 _  $a Eddings, David.  $t Malloreon ; $v bk. 2.

CD Audiobook Example

Includes musical 
excerpts

CD 4 is also interactive 
CD-ROM

Also has extensive booklet
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Another CD Example

• 040  _ _ $a [Library symbol] $b eng $e rda $c [Library symbol]

• 020 _ _ $a 9626343109

• 028 0 2 $a NA331012 $b Naxos Audiobooks 

• 100  1 _ $a Henley, Darren, $e author. 

• 245 1 4 $a The story of classical music / $c Darren Henley. 

• 264  _ 1 $a [Franklin, Tennessee] : $b Naxos Audiobooks, $c [2004] 

• 264  _ 4 $c ℗2004 

Another CD Example

• 300  _ _ $a 4 CDs (4 1/2 hr.) ; $c 4 3/4 in. + $e 1 booklet (54 pages : 
illustrations ; 12 cm.) 

• 336  _ _ $3 CDs $a spoken word $b spw $2 rdacontent 

• 336  _ _ $3 CDs $a performed music $b prm $2 rdacontent 

• 336  _ _ $3 booklet and CD-ROM $a text $b txt $2 rdacontent  (etc.)

• 337 _ _ $3 CDs $a audio $b s $2 rdamedia 

• 337 _ _ $3 booklet $a unmediated $b n $2 rdamedia 

• 337 _ _  $3 CD-ROM $a computer $b c $2 rdamedia 

• 338 _ _ $3 CDs $a audio disc $b sd $2 rdacarrier 

• 338 _ _ $3 booklet $a volume $b nc $2 rdacarrier

• 338 _ _  $3 CD-ROM $a computer disc $b cd $2 rdacarrier

• 344 _ _ $a digital $b optical $2 rda 

• 347 _ _ $a audio file $b CD audio $2 rda 

Can also have additional 347 
fields for CD-ROM content

Another CD Example
• 490 1 _ $a Junior classics 

• 500 _ _ $a Disc 4 contains interactive features such as pictures, 
composer biographies, information on musical instruments, sheet 
music, a print version of the audio text, and more. 

• 511 0 _ $a Read by Marin Alsop. 

• 520 _ _ $a Discusses the history of classical music from the 
Medieval period to the present. 

• 538__ $a System requirements: Disc 4 may be used as a standard 
audio CD or as a CD-ROM (can be played either on a PC or 
Macintosh; requires computer with CD-ROM drive, Internet 
connection, and 256-color display at a resolution of 1024x768) 
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Another CD Example

• 650 _ 0 $a Music $x History and criticism. 

• 650 _ 0 $a Music appreciation. 

• 655 _ 7 $a Audiobooks. $2 lcgft 

• 700 1 _ $a Alsop, Marin, $e narrator. 

• 830 _ 0 $a Junior classics. 

Resources

• Best Practices from the Music Library Association:

• http://bcc.musiclibraryassoc.org/BCC-
Historical/BCC2013/RDA_Best_Practices_for_Music_Cat
aloging.pdf

• LibGuide created for February 2013 MLA pre-conference:

• http://guides.library.cornell.edu/content.php?pid=422336&
sid=3452843

• Presentations: 
http://guides.library.cornell.edu/content.php?pid=422336&
sid=3587152

Cataloging Visual Materials with 
RDA



11/27/2013

14

Sources

• Source: Resources Consisting of Moving Images (RDA 
2.2.2.3)

• Preferred source of information = title frame or screen

• If no title frame or screen, use first of following with title:
• Label

• Container or accompanying material

• Disc menu

• If source shows individual titles, choose source that has 
collective title.
• Container or accompanying material

RDA Differences – 300 Field

• In Extent, you have the option to use a term in common 
usage in the extent (300 $a)
• Can use terms such as CD, DVD and Blu-Ray

• Don’t use “ca.” in Duration, use “approximately” instead

• In the 300 $b, color and sound are not abbreviated

300 $a 1 videodisc …
300 $a 1 DVD …
300 $a 1 Blu-Ray …

300 $a 1 videodisc (approximately 18 min.) …

300 $a 1 videodisc (18 min.) : $b sound, color …

MARC 3XX Fields

• DVD

• 336  $a two-dimensional moving image $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a video $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a videodisc $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a Dolby digital 5.1 $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a video file $b DVD video $2 rda
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MARC 3XX Fields

• VHS

• 336  $a two-dimensional moving image $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a video $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a videocassette $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a analog $b magnetic $2 rda
• 346  $a VHS $2 rda 

MARC 3XX Fields

• Blu-ray

• 336  $a two-dimensional moving image $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a video $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a videodisc $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a Dolby digital 5.1 $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a video file $b Blu-ray $2 rda

MARC 3XX Fields

• 3D Blu-ray

• 336  $a three-dimensional moving image $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a video $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a videodisc $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a Dolby digital 5.1 $b optical $2 rda
• 347  $a video file $b Blu-ray $2 rda
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Relationships

• Common relationship designators:

Performer
Actor
Conductor
Dancer
Narrator
Teacher

Animator
Broadcaster
Costume designer
Directory of photography
Film distributor
Filmmaker 
Musical director
Production company
Production designer
Screenwriter

Director
Film director
Television director

Producer
Film producer
Television producer

DVD Example

Back of container

Title screen:  
American Training Resources presents

Bloodborne pathogens 
Training for employees

Place of 
Publication

Duration

Publisher 
Number

DVD Example

• 040 _ _  $a [library symbol] $b eng $e rda $c [library symbol]

• 028 4 2 $a BPTE-20868 $b American Training Resources

• 245 0 0 $a Bloodborne pathogens : $b training for employees / $c 
American Training Resources.

• 264 _ 1 $a Santa Ana : $b American Training Resources, $c [2008?]
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DVD Example
• 300 _ _  $a 1 videodisc (18 min.) : $b sound, color ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 300 _ _  $a 1 DVD (18 min.) : $b sound, color ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 336 _ _  $a two-dimensional moving image $b tdi $2 rdacontent

• 337 _ _  $a video $b v $2 rdamedia

• 338 _ _  $a video disc $b vd $2 rdacarrier

• 344 _ _  $a digital $b optical $2 rda

• 347 _ _  $a video file $b DVD video $2 rda

or

DVD Example

• 546 _ _  $a Closed-captioned. 

• 520 _ _ $a Training on the OSHA standard for bloodborne pathogens…

• 650 _0  $a Bloodborne infections. 

• 650 _0  $a First aid in illness and injury. 

• 650 _0  $a Industrial hygiene. 

• 655 _7  $a Video recordings for the hearing impaired. $2 lcgft 

• 710 2 _  $a American Training Resources (Firm)

Blu-ray Example
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Blu-ray Example
• 040 _ _  $a [library symbol] $b eng $e rda $c [library symbol]

• 028 4 2 200080863 $b Warner Bros. Entertainment $q (disc 1)…

• 041 1 _ $a eng $a fre $j spa $j fre $j eng $h eng

• 130 0_ $a Vampire diaries (Television program). $n Season 4.

• 245 1 4 $a The vampire diaries. $n The complete fourth season.

• 264 _ 1 [United States] : $b Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc., $c [2013]

• 264 _ 2 Burbank, CA : $b distributed by Warner Home Video

• 264 _ 4 $c ©2013

Blu-ray Example

• 300 _ _ $a 4 videodiscs (970 min.) : $b sound, color ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 300 _ _ $a 4 Blu-ray discs (970 min.) : $b sound, color ; $c 4 3/4 in.

• 336 _ _ $a two-dimensional moving image $b tdi $2 rdacontent

• 337 _ _ $a video $b v $2 rdamedia

• 338 _ _ $a videodisc $b vd $2 rdacarrier

• 344 _ _ $a digital $b optical $g surround $h DTS 5.1 $2 rda

• 344 _ _ $a digital $b optical $g surround $h Dolby digital 2.0 $2 rda

• 347 _ _ $a video file $b Blu-ray $d 1080p high definition $2 rda

or

Blu-ray Example
• 538 _ _  $a Blu-ray; widescreen (16 x 9, 1.78:1) presentation; requires 

Blu-ray player.

• 546 _ _ $a English or French dialogue; Spanish or French subtitles; 
English subtitled for the deaf and hard of hearing.

• 511 1 _ $a Ian Somerhalder, Nina Dobrev, Paul Wesley, Joseph 
Morgan, Claire Holt…

• 500 _ _ $a Title from container.

• 500 _ _ $a Special features:….

• 520 _ _ $a Senior year is finally here…

• 521 8 _ $a Rating: Not rated.
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Blu-ray Example
• 650 0 Vampires $v Drama.

• 655 7 Vampire television programs. $2 lcgft

• 655 7 Horror television programs. $2 lcgft

• 655 7 Fantasy television programs. $2 lcgft

• 655 7 Television series. $2 lcgft

• 655 7 Video recordings for the hearing impaired. $2 lcgft

• 700 1 Somerhalder, Ian, $d 1978- $e actor.

• 700 1 Dobrev, Nina, $d 1989- $e actor.

• 7001 Wesley, Paul, $d 1982- $e actor.

• 710 2 Warner Bros. Entertainment, $e publisher.

• 710 2 Warner Home Video (Firm), $e distributor.

Resources
• “RDA and Moving Images” – ALCTS webinar (March 14, 

2012)
• http://www.ala.org/alcts/confevents/upcoming/webinar/cat/031412

• OLAC (Online Audiovisual Catalogers)
• http://olacinc.org/drupal/?q=node/358

• Video Cataloging from Stanford University
• http://lib.stanford.edu/metadata-department/clone-video-cataloging-

guidelines

• Cataloging Video Recordings in RDA, SEMLA preconference 
(October 9, 2013)
• http://semla.musiclibraryassoc.org/semla2013/presentations/preconfer

ence/Cataloging_Video_Recordings_in_RDA.pdf

Cataloging Electronic Resources 
with RDA
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Sources
• eBook

• Preferred source of information = title page or image of title page

• If no title page, use first of following with title:
• Image of: cover, caption, masthead or colophon

• Video
• Preferred source of information = title frame or screen

• If no title frame or screen, use first of following with title:
• Textual content

• Embedded metadata

• Audio
• Preferred source of information = Textual content, embedded metadata

RDA Differences – 300 Field

• In Extent (300 $a), use “1 online resource”
• Can add subunits, file size and duration in parentheses

• Can include other physical details in 300 $b

• Do not include dimensions (300 $c)

300 $a 1 online resource (25 pages)
300 $a 1 online resource (1 audio file (30 min.))
300 $a 1 online resource (1 video file (25 min.))

300 $a 1 online resource (25 pages) : $b illustrations
300 $a 1 online resource (1 video file (25 min.)) : $b 

sound, color

MARC 3XX Fields

• eBook 

• 336  $a text $b txt $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a computer $b c $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a online resource $b cr $2 rdacarrier
• 347  $a text file $2 rda

• Could have $b if format is known, such as PDF.
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MARC 3XX Fields

• Downloadable audio file (MP3 audiobook)

• 336  $a spoken word $b spw $2 rdacontent
• 337  $a computer $b c $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a online resource $b cr $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a digital $2 rda
• 347  $a audio file $b MP3 $2 rda

MARC 3XX Fields

• Digital video file 

• 336  $a two-dimensional moving image $b tdi $2 
rdacontent

• 337  $a computer $b c $2 rdamedia
• 338  $a online resource $b cr $2 rdacarrier
• 344  $a digital $2 rda
• 347  $a video file $2 rda

Source of Description Note (588)

• Used to note basis of record description
• Is record based on online resource?

• Can combine with Source of title note

• Is record based on record for the physical format?

• Use phrase: Description based on [physical format] version record.

588 $a Description based on online resource; title 
from PDF title page (viewed on May 26, 2011).

588 $a Description based on print version record.
588 $a Description based on CD-ROM version record.



11/27/2013

22

Additional Physical Form Entry (776)

• Used if description is based on record for another format

776 0 8 $i Electronic reproduction of (manifestation): 
$t t Health statistics… 

776 0 8 $i Also issued as: $t Health statistics for 
elementary-school children $d  Baltimore : 
Johns Hopkins University, 2009- $h CD-ROMs : 
4 3/4 in.

Electronic Resource Example
• 040 _ _ $a [Library symbol] $b eng $e rda $c [Library symbol]

• 020 _ _ $a 9781599957630 $q electronic bk. 

• 100 1 _ $a Kennedy, Claudia J., $e author. 

• 245 1 0 $a Generally speaking / $c Claudia J. Kennedy with 
Malcolm McConnell. 

• 264 _ 1 $a [New York] : $b Grand Central Publishing, $c 2008. 

Electronic Resource Example

• 300 _ _ $a 1 online resource 

• 336 _ _ $a text $b txt $2 rdacontent 

• 337 _ _ $a computer $b c $2 rdamedia 

• 338 _ _ $a online resource $b cr $2 rdacarrier 

• 347 _ _ $a text file $2 rda 
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Electronic Resource Example

• 500 _ _ $a Includes index. 

• 520 _ _ $a Claudia J. Kennedy retired as the Army's first female 
three-star general…

• 588 _ _ $a Description based on print record.

• 600 1 0 $a Kennedy, Claudia J. Etc.

• 655 _0 $a Electronic books. 

Electronic Resource Example

• 700 1_ $a McConnell, Malcolm, $e author. 

• 776 08 $i Also issued as: $a Kennedy, Claudia J. $t Generally 
speaking $w (OCoLC)47142237 

• 776 08  $i Electronic reproduction of (manifestation): $a Kennedy….

•856 40 $z Click here to access $u http://kyunbound.lib.overdrive.com...

or

Resources

• Online Monograph Cataloging from Stanford University
• https://lib.stanford.edu/rda-online-monograph-cataloging-guidelnes

• Tangible Computer Resources Cataloging from SU
• https://lib.stanford.edu/cd-roms-and-dvd-roms-and-other-tangible-

computer-file-carriers-floppies-cartridges-drives-etc-catalo

• Cataloging Print and eBooks with RDA and AACR2
• http://digitalcommons.unf.edu/library_facpub/13/
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Additional Format Resources

• “Cataloging Three-Dimensional Objects and Kits with RDA” – ALCTS 
webinar (March 28, 2012)
• http://www.ala.org/alcts/confevents/upcoming/webinar/cat/032812

• “RDA: Special Formats Training”—UC Sand Diego webinar (March 
14, 2013)
• http://tpot.ucsd.edu/cataloging-resources/_files/ucsd-rda-training-special-

formats.ppt

• Weber, Mary Beth and Fay Angela Austin. Describing electronic, 
digital, and other media using AACR2 and RDA : a how-to-do-it 
manual and CD-ROM for librarians.  Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2011.
• Available from State Library through ILL
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Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and 
Customers

RDA AND SPECIAL FORMATS

RDA Training for 

Kentucky Public Libraries—Part 5

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

From the RDA Glossary—

“A resource issued in successive parts, usually 
having numbering, that has no predetermined 
conclusion (e.g., a periodical, a monographic series, 
a newspaper). Includes resources that exhibit 
characteristics of serials, such as successive issues, 
numbering, and frequency, but whose duration is 
limited (e.g., newsletters of events) and 
reproductions of serials.”  (Also found at RDA 
2.13.1.3—Recording Modes of Issuance.)

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Jones, Ed.  RDA and Serials 
Cataloging.  Chicago: ALA 
Editions, 2013.  $60.

Available through interlibrary 
loan at the State Library (KSL).
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General observations about serials—

• Elaborate cataloging records, found in the 
catalogs of academic libraries

• Acquired through costly subscriptions—
requires a claim process when an issues does 
not arrive

• Great importance in academic research

AACR2 record 
from University 
of Kentucky 
Libraries

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Serials in public libraries—

• More focused on general interest needs of the 
local community—popular culture

• Important need for consumer information, 
health and wellness topics

• Local newspaper collections

• Also acquired through costly subscription
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AACR2 record 
from Lexington 
Public Library

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Serials, the online catalog, and library customers—

• Interpreting serial records in the online catalog 
can be challenging, even for librarians

• Even dedicated researchers get lost in the details 
of serials cataloging

• Presenting serials information to public library 
users

• Some libraries provide inventory information for 
serials through other means—lists, web pages

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Consideration for ALL libraries—

Access to electronic resources
―most often through a service (OverDrive, 
eBrary, Zinio, others)

―may have catalog records

―subscription databases—citation, full‐text, 
include important serials resources (KYVL)
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Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Serials considerations for public libraries—

• How much is being invested in serial 
resources?

• How do customers access serials 
information now?

• Are cataloging resources available for 
serials work?

• What are you interlibrary loan policies?

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Serials and resource sharing—

• Allows libraries to provide access to journal 
information for titles they do not subscribe to, 
and for issues they no longer retain.

• Requires serials information shared in OCLC 
(Online Computer Library Center)

WorldShare ILL 
display
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Kentucky Union List of Serials (KULS)
http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/programs/Pages/KULS.aspx

• KDLA pays all costs associated with union listing. The library 
periodically provides the necessary information to update the 
library's holdings on OCLC to KULS at KDLA.

• For interlibrary loan, KULS work provides information about which 
libraries in Kentucky hold the titles and volumes your library's users 
need.

• No matter how small your library's collection, do not underestimate 
it. Your library may hold serials titles that are unique in Kentucky. 
Local journals, newsletters, and periodicals are often found only in 
local libraries. You may be the only library in the area that is able to 
provide what some ILL client is desperate to find.

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Kentucky Union List of Serials (KULS)
http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/programs/Pages/KULS.aspx

Reporting holdings information to KULS—
• Email—Most participating libraries send their updates to the KULS 

office by attaching a Word document containing this information to an 
email message to KULS@ky.gov.

• Printouts from local systems—Some libraries acquire and mail 
printouts from their system administrators. These are acceptable as 
long as they contain all the required bibliographic information, and list 
only those titles that have had holdings changes since the last update. 
This method is often used by libraries that are adding their holdings to 
KULS for the first time.

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

RDA and Serials
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RDA and Serials—

Mode of issuance (RDA 2.13)

• single unit

• multipart monograph

• serial

• integrating resource

LC Core Element (LC‐PCC PS)

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

RDA and Serials—

LC‐PCC PS at RDA 0.0 (“Purpose and Scope”)

― addresses many issues regarding pre‐cataloging 
decisions and analysis of complex library 
resources, including distinctions between modes 
of issuance, print and electronic materials, serials 
and integrating resources

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

RDA and Serials—

Integrating resources—a resource that is added to or changed 
by means of updates that do not remain discrete but are integrated 
into the whole (e.g., a loose‐leaf manual that is updated by means of 
replacement pages, a website that is updated continuously) (RDA 
2.13.1.3)

Serials as electronic resources—If the resource was/is 
published in print, make the decision to catalog the electronic resource 
as a serial, integrating resource, or monograph based on the electronic 
resource itself, not on how it was issued in print. Information about 
the planned type of issuance may be given in the resource’s “read me” 
files, etc. (LC‐PCC PS at RDA 0.0).



11/27/2013

7
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RDA and Serials—

Changes requiring a new description (RDA 1.6)

Serials (RDA 1.6.2)—mode of issuance, carrier, title, 

responsibility and edition

Integrating resources (RDA 1.6.3)—mode of 

issuance, media type, “re‐basing,” edition

―may, or may not, require a new descrip ons.

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

CONSER at the Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/conser/index.html

Cooperative Online Serials Program 
of the PCC

Program for Cooperative Cataloging

CONSER and RDA
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/conser/issues/index.html

 CONSER RDA Core Elements
 CONSER MARC21 to RDA Core Elements
 CONSER RDA Cataloging Checklist

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

Observation:  

RDA has incorporated many aspects of 
CONSER practice into the RDA 
instructions for serials cataloging.
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RDA and Serials—

Note on Title (RDA 2.20.2)

• LC CORE ELEMENT

• Always give in a CONSER Standard Record

• If earlier title is removed due to reformatting of an 
electronic serial, update the existing record

Serials, RDA, Public Libraries and Customers

RDA and Serials—

Note on Issue, Part Used as Basis for 
Identification (RDA 2.20.13)

• LC CORE ELEMENT
• Always give in a CONSER Standard Record
• Multipart monographs and serials: if not based on 
first issue or part (LCPS 2.20.13.3)

• Integrating resources: latest iteration consulted
• Any online resource:  date resource viewed
• MARC 588 field

RDA record from 
Library of Congress
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RDA record from 
Library of Congress
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RDA and Serials—

Hybrid Records

PCC Post RDA Implementation 

Guidelines and Standards
http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/rda/PCC%20RDA%20guidelines/Post‐RDA‐Implementation‐Guidelines.html

RDA and OCLC

http://www.oclc.org/en‐US/rda.html

Hybrid record 
from Kentucky 
Department for 
Libraries and 

Archives Catalog
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Hybrid record 
from Kentucky 
Department for 
Libraries and 

Archives Catalog

RDA AND SPECIAL FORMATS
RDA Training for 

Kentucky Public Libraries—Part 5

Questions?

RDA AND SPECIAL FORMATS
RDA Training for 

Kentucky Public Libraries—Part 5

Thank you!
Be sure to use KDLA’s Ask‐A‐Librarian service 

for help with RDA issues!

email: KDLAReferenceDesk@ky.gov

Phone: 502‐564‐8300, Toll‐Free 800‐928‐7000, Extension 
342
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