
 
Crystal Garden Recipe: 
 
 3 T salt (Not iodized) 
 3 T ammonia 
 6 T laundry bluing 
 

Mix together and stir until almost all the salt dissolves. 
 
Place porous material such as sponges, pipe cleaners, and 
lava rocks into a pan or dish with sides. You can also prop 
up things like tooth picks and wads of tinfoil around the  
porous items. 
 
Pour your bluing solution over the stuff in your pan and let it sit. This is pretty stable and can 
be moved. You can add more solution at any time if you want to grow more crystals.  
However, the crystals themselves are very fragile. 
 

Crystal Snowflake (or any other shape  you like) 
 
 Very hot, even boiling water. 
 Borax 
 Pipe cleaner shape hanging from a pencil. 
 
Fill a glass jar or container almost to the top with very hot water. Stir in about 3 T. of Borax 
per cup of water, until no more dissolves when you stir it. Don’t worry if a small undissolved 
amount sinking to the bottom. 
 

Hang your snowflake from a pencil that you set over  the 
Glass container. Your shape should go all the way into the 
Borax solution, but not touch the bottom or sides of the con-
tainer. Leave undisturbed for a couple of days. 
Do NOT move. 

Mary Lou White 
Scott County Public Library 

502-863-3566 
www.marylou@scottpublib.org 
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