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Materials Needed:
Styrofoam egg carton
Spoon or medicine dropper
Samples of various liquid cleaning materials and juices
Purple cabbage indicator juice

Teaching Notes:
You can review the difference between changes in states of matter (H2O=water, ice and steam – same atomic structure, but in 3 different forms) and chemical reactions (when you mix vinegar and baking soda, you get a reaction that produces carbon dioxide).  

In this lesson, we are going to look at how chemical reactions are used to test the pH level in different substances.  Scientists test for the safety of cleaning substances and the products that we use on our bodies.  We are going to do the same thing today, determining if a product is acidic or alkaline.  

Activity:
We will be using purple cabbage indicator juice to test various products.  You may put any of the available substances in the compartments of your egg carton as you like.  Take a spoonful of the indicator juice and add it to each substance, one at the time, and note the color change, if any, on the chart you have been provided.





This experiment and the chart were found in the book:
100 Amazing Make-It-Yourself Science Fair Projects by Glen Vecchione, 1994, Scholastic, Inc.
