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● Genre Fiction

● 20th Century through today

● Series and trends

● We didn't start the fire...

In the beginning...



Science Fiction

HG Wells - The Time Machine
● Ray Bradbury - A Sound of Thunder
● Stephen Baxter - The Time Ships
● Connie Willis - The Doomsday Book
● Neal Asher - Cowl
● Pamela Felix - Map of Time

Frederic Brown - Martians Go Home
● Douglas Adams - Hitchhikers Guide
● Piers Anthony - Xanth
● Robert Asprin - Myth and Phule
● John Scalzi - Redshirts
● Matthew Hughes - Hell and Back Trilogy



Fantasy

JRR Tolkien - The Lord of the Rings

● Terry Brooks - Shannara
● Terry Goodkind - Sword of Truth
● George RR Martin - A Song of Fire and Ice
● Christopher Paolini - The Inheritance Cycle
● Anne Bishop - Black Jewels Series 
● Patrick Rothfuss - The Kingkiller Chronicles



Fantasy
TH White  - The Once and Future King
● Stephen Lawhead - Pendragon cycle
● Bernard Cornwall - Warlord Chronicles
● Jack Whyte - Camulod Chronicles
● Maurice Broaddus - Knights of Breton Court
● Sean Pidgeon - Finding Camlann

Mary Stewart
● Marion Zimmer Bradley - Avalon series
● Rosalind Miles - Guenevere trilogy
● Alice Borchardt - Tales of Guinevere
● Meg Cabot (YA) - Avalon High



Mystery

● By some estimates, crime fiction
constitutes 1/3 of fiction published in 

     English worldwide
● First mass-market category of fiction in the 

U.S.
● Subgenres: the "cozy," hard-boiled, police 

procedural, etc.



Mystery

The Cozy or 
Classical 
Mystery

Then Now
                     agathachristie.com        murdershebaked.com



Mystery

Hard Boiled

Then Now
                             jonesbo.com



Mystery

Police 
Procedurals

Then Now
                         edmcbain.com              michaelconnelly.com



Romance

A Brief History...
● 1957 - Harlequin 

starts to publish 
romance 
exclusively

● 1972 - The Flame 
and the Flower 
reflects changing 
mores

● 1990s - 
Multicultural 
audiences are 
finally 
acknowledged       harpercollins.com



Romance

Erotica

Trends

       eljamesauthor.com
                sylviaday.com        sylvainreynard.com



Romance

...And the Other End of the Spectrum

Trends

  juliannedonaldson.blogspot.com               deehenderson.com



Romance

Paranormal, Time Travel, etc.

Trends

                                 jrward.com                     evelanglais.com                        lynnkurland.com



Christian Fiction

Grace Livingston Hill & 
Catherine Marshall

Janette Oke

● Tracie Peterson
● Lori Wick
● Robin Lee Hatcher
● Tamara Alexander
● Catherine Palmer
● Kim Vogel Sawyer



Christian Fiction

Frank Perreti

● Ted Dekker
● Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins
● James BeauSeigneur
● Robert Liparulo
● Colleen Coble
● Eric Wilson



Westerns

● The Virginian (1902) established the 
pattern of the West as a place for moral 
regeneration and the individual code of 
honor as a core of characterization and 
plot development

● Zane Grey - published over 80 novels 
into the 1930's

● Louis L'Amour - over 85 million copies 
have been printed



Westerns
Trends

Classics Maintain 
Popularity

Novels of the West
                  louislamour.com                 cormacmccarthy.com



Horror
Algernon Blackwood & 

MR James 

HP Lovecraft
● Robert Bloch
● Stephen King 
● Joe Hill - Locke and Key
● Dan Simmons - The Terror

Richard Matheson - I Am Legend
● Max Brooks - World War Z
● Justin Cronin - The Passage
● Guillermo del Toro - The Strain Trilogy



Thriller and Suspense

A Brief History

● 1901 - Rudyard Kipling's Kim - spy story set 
against exotic background of India

● 1950-1970s - Popularity of spy stories rose 
to great heights during the Cold War (Ian 
Fleming)

● 1980s - Technological innovations lead to 
techno thrillers (Tom Clancy)



Thriller and Suspense
Recent Trends

                            danbrown.com                       harpercollins.com

Terrorists Ciphers



Historical Fiction

CS Forester 

● Patrick O’Brian - Aubrey–Maturin series
● Alexander Kent - Bolitho series
● Dewey Lambdin - Alan Lewrie Naval 

Adventures
● William Dietrich - Ethan Gage Adventures
● JD Davies - Journals of Matthew Quinton
● David Donachie - John Pearce Novels



Historical Fiction

Jean Plaidy

● Margaret George
● Alison Weir
● Phillipa Gregory - 
     The Tudor Novels
● Carolly Erikson 
● Robin Maxwell
● Hillary Mantel - 
     Wolf Hall Trilogy



Young Adult
In the beginning...

● Started out as age classification, not 
genre

● 1920s -- youth recognized as separate 
generation

● The Catcher in the Rye(1951) and Lord of 
the Flies(1954)

● The Outsiders(1967) -- darker side of 
adolescent life

● 1980s - rape, suicide, parental death, and 
murder

● "Golden Age" of young adult literature

sehinton.com



Young Adult

lynleystace.wordpress.
com



Young Adult
Trends

"New Adult"

tammarawebber.blogspot.com                jamiemcguire.com      jessicaredmerski.com



Young Adult
Trends

Dystopian/Post-Apocalyptic Fiction

scottwesterfeld.com

veronicarothbooks.blogspot.com

     Mikemullinauthor.com



Young Adult
Trends

Paranormal Creatures Are Here to Stay 
(for now)

beautifulcreaturesnovels.com             maggiestiefvater.com



Online Resources 
The Reader's Advisor Blog -- http://www.readersadvisoronline.com/blog/

Romance Writers of America -- http://www.rwa.org/

Western Writers of America -- http://westernwriters.org/

YALSA -- http://www.ala.org/yalsa/

Goodreads - http://www.goodreads.com/

Novelist

Fantastic Fiction - http://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/

Historical Novel Society - http://historicalnovelsociety.org/guides/defining-the-genre/

http://historicalnovelsociety.org/guides/defining-the-genre/


Print Resources

Genreflecting: A Guide to Popular Reading Interests - Diana Tixier Herald

Fluent in Fantasy: The Next Generation - Diana Tixier Herald and 
Bonnie Kunzel

Read On... Historical Fiction - Brad Hooper

Historical Fiction II - A Guide to the Genre - Sarah L. Johnson

Christian Fiction: A Guide to the Genre - John Mort


