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Dig Up Your Creativity: 

Do More with What You Already Have 
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Everyone has “stuff” to use for Summer 

Reading… just learn to look at what 

you have in a different way! 

 

Look around for inspiration! 

 Look at what you want and figure out 

how to make it with what you have. 



• Herman the Worm 

 

• Use Freegal! 

   Goin’ on a Bear Hunt  

  Ants Go Marching  

  They’re Digging a Hole in the Road 

  See How the Garden Grows 

  Wiggly, Wiggly Worm 

 



 

Here is the mole that lives underground. 

Close eyes and put hands under your chin. 

 

Here are the ants in their underground 

town. 

Use fingers to scurry on the back of the 

other hand. 

 

Here is a mouse in her warm little den. 

Wrap arms around torso. 

 

Here are the worms and there are ten. 

Hold up hands and wiggle ten fingers. 

 

 

Here is the turtle where he likes to hide. 

Make a fist (turtle’s shell) and wiggle thumb 

(turtle’s head). 

 

Here are the toads sitting side by side. 

Place two closed fists side by side. 

 

All of these creatures live underground. 

Point to the ground. 

 

Look very closely or they’ll never be found! 

Make binoculars with hands and place 

them in front of your eyes. 

By Lucia Kemp Henry 

From Nature Boxes for Early Childhood Educators, Debbi Williams, Story County Conservation 

Board http://kindernature.storycounty.com/display.aspx?DocID=20054191133  

http://kindernature.storycounty.com/display.aspx?DocID=20054191133


Use Members of Your 

Community! 

Community members are often happy to 
provide programs– often for free! 

 

Think of who you know, and what they do! 

• Geologists 

• Gardeners/Garden Clubs 

• History Museums 

• Caves in Area 

• Geocaching 

• Artists / Art Teachers 

• Scouts 

• PettingZoos/ Animal Habitats 

 



 

Time to Use Your 

Creativity! 

 



• Cotton Ball Dino Eggs 

• Frozen Dinosaurs 

• Construction Truck Sensory Tubs 

• Cave Cups (glowing rocks, animals) 

• Mining with Magnets 

• Digging up the Alphabet (beans, rice, shovels) 

• Geode Treasures (Coffee Fossils w/ gems) 

• Grow Beans in a CD Case 

• Jello Worms 

• Tiny Time Capsules 

• Finding worms in dirt/seeds with tongs 

 

 

 



Resources 

 

My email: lynn.baker@pspl.org 

 

Free printable story props: http://www.kizclub.com/stories.htm  

 

Free printables and ideas: http://picklebums.com/category/activities-for-kids/   

 

My Pinterest Summer Reading Board: http://pinterest.com/rlynnbaker/summer-

reading/  

 

For ideas on connecting picture books and crafting, visit my blog: 

http://picturebookcrafts.blogspot.com/2012/09/lots-of-dots.html   
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