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Great Books 
Discussion Group 

 
 
By Jayne Pelaski 
Warren County Public Library 

 
Have you ever wondered 
what makes a book group 
great? Two vital 
components: a great work 
of literature and great 
discussion. Great Books is 
for those who enjoy 
classic and contemporary 
literature along with lively 
discussion among the 
participants. 
 
Great Books uses the 
"shared inquiry" method 
in which the leader asks 
an open-ended question 
about the selection, then 
asks follow-up questions 
to help participants 

 
Priceless Relics Donated 
to the Breathitt County 
Public Library 
 
By Stephen Bowling 
Director, Breathitt County Public Library 
Reprinted through East KY Media 
 

The Breathitt County Heritage 
Center and Archives at the 
Breathitt County Public Library 
recently received the "Holy Grail" of 
genealogical study. 
 
Mary Sue Smith, grand-daughter of famed doctor and 
genealogist Dr. Wilgus Bach, presented Director Stephen 
Bowling and the Breathitt County Library with several 
important Bach related materials including the Bach 
Catechism, a 1742 German Bible, photo albums, several 
books, ledgers from the old Bach Hospital and numerous 
artifacts currently on loan at the Breathitt County 
Museum. 
 
"These items are really like the Rosetta stone or the Holy 
Grail for Bach family researchers," Library Director Bowling 
and Bach descendant said. "I cannot begin to estimate 
their value or their importance, especially the English 
Catechism." Read more... 
 
Photo: Breathitt County Public Library Director Stephen Bowling 
accepts the Bach Family Catechism from Mary Sue Smith of Danville 
 

 

The Results Are In 
 
By Lisa Rice 
Director, Warren County Public Library 
 

Standards provide a guide to excellence. They define the 
kind of public library services that should be available to 
all Kentuckians. The Kentucky Library Association (KLA), in 
cooperation with the Kentucky Department for Libraries 
and Archives, developed Kentucky Public Library 
Standards: Direction and Service for the 21st Century, a 
manual which sets three levels of standards for the state's 
public libraries: Essential, Enhanced and Exemplary. 
Libraries may voluntarily participate in the standards 
program by performing a self-assessment using criteria 
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develop ideas and engage 
in discussion. Variety is 
what keeps readers 
enthusiastic about Great 
Books. Short selections 
are chosen that are 
perfect for people leading 
busy lives. Read more... 
 

Kenton County 
Public Library 

Invites Visitors to 
Experience 
Covington 

 
 

By Robin Klaene 
Kenton County Public Library 

 
On Friday, December 18, 
the City of Covington and 
the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods launched 
the Experience Covington 
kiosk in the lobby of the 
Kenton County Public 
Library's Mary Ann 
Mongan Library in 
Covington. Experience 
Covington is a living 
history of the city told by 
the residents of its many 
neighborhoods. The kiosk 
is a multi-media 
extravaganza that 
includes maps, photos and 
audio tours of over 35 
sites and 18 
neighborhoods. 
 
Experience Covington is a 
project that has been over 
two years in the making. 
The project was developed 
by the city of Covington 
and the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods and was 
made possible with a 
grant from Preserve 
America. Read more... 
 

Trustee Tip 

from the manual to evaluate progress and define goals for 
the future. 
 
After a year of reflection, review and revision the 3rd 
edition of the Kentucky Public Library Standards was 
released last summer by the KLA Standards Committee. 
The changes made in this latest edition addressed many 
concerns expressed by directors and KDLA staff to 
committee members. The committee focused efforts on 
making the standards more size neutral and quantifiable. 
Read more... 
 
  

 

First District Librarians Host Legislators 
Appreciation Luncheon at Graves County 
Public Library 
 
By Diane Bennett 
Director, Graves County Public Library 
 

First District librarians met at the Graves County Public 
Library to hold an appreciation luncheon for Sen. Ken 
Winters and Rep. Fred Nesler. Librarians in the 1st District 
wanted to show their appreciation to their legislators for 
the state aid they received, and to tell their legislators how 
much they appreciate the support given to libraries in their 
counties.  
 
Library directors and trustees from Calloway, Fulton, Lyon, 
Ballard-Carlisle-Livingston, Trigg, Graves, and Hickman 
Counties held an old-fashioned Bar-B-Que luncheon with 
all the trimmings for their legislators. Sen. Winters and 
Rep. Nesler spoke briefly to the group telling them how 
important libraries are in each of their counties and 
offering to do all they can for libraries in Frankfort. They 
asked the group to keep them informed of upcoming bills 
that would effect libraries. Read more... 
 

Get F.I.T.T. @ Hardin County Public Library 
 
 
By Kristen Harn 
Youth Services Librarian, Hardin County Public Library 
 
Many teenagers make poor choices when it comes to their 
eating and exercise habits. As a result, obesity and related 
health problems have become a major crisis for today's 
youth.  
 
Last year the Hardin County Public Library was awarded a 
generous grant from the Kentucky Department for 
Libraries and Archives to help combat this problem. The 
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By Paul M. Poland 
President, Scott County Board of 
Trustees 
pmpoland@roadrunner.com 

ad·vo·cate 
Pronunciation: \ˈad-və-kət, 

Function: noun  

1: one that pleads the cause of 
another: specifically 

2: one that defends or maintains 
a cause or proposal 

3: one that supports or 
promotes the interests of 
another 

I wanted to make sure 
we're all on the same 
page for the meaning of 
the word advocate as per 
Mr. Webster's definition 
above...Read more...  

 

2010 Summer 
Reading Program 

"Big Idea 
Showcase" 

 
By Jimmie Epling 
Regional Consultant, KDLA 

 
Share the best of your 
"Make a Splash - Read" 
2010 Summer Reading 
brainstorming ideas with 
other children's librarians 
at the "Big Idea 
Showcase" this new year. 
Each person attending is 
asked to bring at least one 
idea for a program, 
presenter, craft, activity, 
story time, book and more 
to share with those 
attending in preparation 
for the 2010 summer 
reading program season 
fast approaching.  Read 
more... 
 

funds for the grant were made possible through the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services and administered 
by KDLA. With the funding, the library launched a project 
called Fitness in Today's Teens (F.I.T.T.). As part of this 
initiative, the library purchased books and audio-visual 
materials that discussed health, nutrition, and exercise; 
subscribed to a health and wellness database; and invited 
health professionals to speak to groups of teens and their 
families. The library hoped to increase knowledge of 
healthy eating and exercise habits among teens in Hardin 
County. Read more... 
 
 

 

Research Opportunities in the State 
Archives: Racing Commission 
 
By Tim Tingle 
Public Records Branch Manager, KDLA 
 

Kentucky is known all over the world for its thoroughbred 
racing meets. Every spring the horses take to the track, 
first at Keeneland and then at Churchill Downs, 
culminating every year in the Kentucky Derby on the first 
Saturday in May. Racing continues throughout the summer 
and fall at tracks throughout the state. Several series of 
records from the Racing Commission in the State Archives 
can help to document the history of horse racing in the 
20th century in Kentucky. 
 
The Racing Commission was created in 1906 and regulates 
the horse racing industry in the state. The "Minutes of the 
Racing Commission" are available for 1956-1998. The 
minutes reflect discussions of licensing questions, the 
issuance of dates for race meets, and the oversight of 
wagering. Occasionally the minutes will also cover 
hearings on decisions of track stewards, including the 
suspension of jockeys or trainers. Read more... 
 

Archival Photo of the Month 
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KDLA Welcomes 
New Trustees 

 
The Kentucky Department 
for Libraries and Archives 
would like to welcome the 
following new trustees: 

 Gail Witten, Meade 
County  

 Brad Birge, Allen 
County  

 Ann Hardy, Estill 
County  

 Sharon Hensley, 
Estill County  

 Joyce Alexander, 
Edmonson County  

 Charles House, Clay 
County  

 Pete Galloway, 
Graves County 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Nashua Day at Keeneland, 1957 
 
The Keeneland Race Course, located just west of 
Lexington in the heart of the Bluegrass region, opened for 
thoroughbred racing in 1936. Longtime favorite Nashua, 
with jockey Eddie Arcaro, walks to the Keeneland Race 
Course infield for a ceremony during his final public 
appearance in 1957, before his syndication through 
Spendthrift Farm. 
 
Public Information Collection, Public Records Division - 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives. 

The Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives helps libraries 
provide equitable access to quality library and information resources and 
services, as well as helps public agencies ensure that legislatively 
mandated documentation of government programs is created, efficiently 
maintained and made readily accessible. For more information, visit 
http://www.kdla.ky.gov or call 502-564-8300 ext. 315. 
 
Please send questions, comments and story ideas for Libraries & Archives 
Monthly to editor Paige Sexton at paige.sexton@ky.gov or call 502-564-
8300 ext. 315. 

Article Continuations ONLY 
Beyond This Point 

 
  

 

Priceless Relics Donated to the Breathitt County Public Library 
 
The Breathitt County Heritage Center and Archives at the Breathitt County Public 
Library recently received the "Holy Grail" of genealogical study. 
 
Mary Sue Smith, grand-daughter of famed doctor and genealogist Dr. Wilgus Bach, 
presented Director Stephen Bowling and the Breathitt County Library with several 
important Bach related materials including the Bach Catechism, a 1742 German Bible, 
photo albums, several books, ledgers from the old Bach Hospital and numerous 
artifacts currently on loan at the Breathitt County Museum.  
 
"These items are really like the Rosetta stone or the Holy Grail for Bach family 
researchers," Library Director Bowling and Bach descendant said. "I cannot begin to 
estimate their value or their importance, especially the English Catechism." 
 
The English Catechism was printed in 1607 in London, England and has been in the 
Bach family since 1762 when it was purchased by Johann Christian Bach during his 
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tenure as the Chief Musician at the King's Court. More importantly, the Catechism 
contains the hand written birth, death and various other information for the Bach 
family since the mid 1700s. 
 
Mrs. Smith also donated a Bible published in 1742 and written in German that came 
into the Bach family through the Hogg family. The Bible was originally traded in 1801 
from Spencer Adams to Stephen Hogg in exchange for property above Whitesburg in 
Letcher County. It was passed through several generations of Bachs until it was given 
to Dr. Bach. 
 
The donated items are part of the collection of Dr. Wilgus Bach that was once 
displayed in the Hiram Bach Store at Stevenson on Quicksand Creek. Over his lifetime, 
Dr. Bach collected and passed down through his family hundreds of important items.  
 
Dr. Wilgus Bach was born in 1887 on Quicksand Creek to Hiram D. and Mary Jane 
Bach. He married Amanda Duncan on September 4, 1912. Dr. Bach graduated from 
the University of Louisville. In 1914, he opened the Bach Trachoma Clinic on Main 
Street in Jackson which he operated until his death on April 28, 1936. Dr. Bach was a 
pioneer in the field of medicine in Eastern Kentucky as a recognized expert on gunshot 
wounds and skin grafts after his years as a doctor in "Bloody Breathitt." 
 
While medicine was his profession, genealogy was his true passion. Dr. Bach collected 
important artifacts and vital genealogy information on thousands of families in Eastern 
Kentucky. His collected work has become the genesis of hundreds of genealogical 
books and research projects over the years since his death. 
 
"This donation is vital to the continued research in our area," Bowling said. "I cannot 
express how happy we are to have been given these materials and we look forward to 
their preservation and continued use by genealogists in the years to come." 
 
Return to top of page 
 
The Results Are In 
 
Standards provide a guide to excellence. They define the kind of public library services 
that should be available to all Kentuckians. The Kentucky Library Association (KLA), in 
cooperation with the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, developed 
Kentucky Public Library Standards: Direction and Service for the 21st Century, a 
manual which sets three levels of standards for the state's public libraries: Essential, 
Enhanced and Exemplary. Libraries may voluntarily participate in the standards 
program by performing a self-assessment using criteria from the manual to evaluate 
progress and define goals for the future.  
 
After a year of reflection, review and revision the 3rd edition of the Kentucky Public 
Library Standards were released last summer by the KLA Standards Committee. The 
changes made in this latest edition addressed many concerns expressed by directors 
and KDLA staff to committee members. The committee focused efforts on making the 
standards more size neutral and quantifiable. The greatest improvement to the 
process, the electronic score sheet, is thanks to the efforts of KDLA Regional 
Consultant Charlotte McIntosh. 
 
A record 71 libraries completed the standards process in the first year of this cycle. 
This is a significant increase in participation from the 57 participating in the first year 
of the last cycle. The number of libraries reaching the Enhanced level also increased 
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from 10 to 14. Most libraries were able to reach the Essential level which is a 
testament to the quality of library services offered across the Commonwealth. 
 
Committee members will once again be visiting with colleagues to gather your 
suggestions for continuing to improve the standards and the process before the new 
fiscal year begins. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
First District Librarians Host Legislators Appreciation Luncheon 
at Graves County Public Library 
 
First District librarians met at the Graves County Public Library to hold 
an appreciation luncheon for Sen. Ken Winters and Rep. Fred Nesler. 
Librarians in the 1st District wanted to show their appreciation to their 
legislators for the state aid they received, and to tell their legislators 
how much they appreciate the support given to libraries in their 
counties. 
 
Library directors and trustees from Calloway, Fulton, Lyon, Ballard-
Carlisle-Livingston, Trigg, Graves and Hickman Counties held an old-
fashioned Bar-B-Que luncheon with all the trimmings for their 
legislators. Sen. Winters and Rep. Nesler spoke briefly to the group 
telling them how important libraries are in each of their counties and 
offering to do all they can for libraries in Frankfort. The group was 
asked to keep them informed of upcoming bills that would effect 
libraries. Directors and trustees were given an opportunity to share how 
important state aid funds are to the operation of their libraries and how 
much depends upon their continued support. 
 
This was the 3rd Annual First District Librarians Appreciation Luncheon, 
and the group has endeavored to make this a tradition for our district. 
Both legislators will be expecting a visit from us on Feb. 10th at the 
annual Legislative Day in Frankfort. We've been attending Legislative 
Day so regularly that if we don't come to Frankfort, our legislators ask 
where we are. Local newspapers in each county carried coverage of this 
event for the libraries. 
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Pictured left to right are: Calloway Director Ben Graves; Fulton Trustee 
Mary Harris; Fulton Director Elaine Allen; Lyon Director Romona Engler; 
Ballard-Carlisle-Livingston Director Sonya Maynard; Trigg Director Pam 
Metts; Rep. Fred Nesler; Graves Trustee Martha Babb; Graves Director 
Diane Bennett; Sen. Ken Winters; Graves Trustee Pete Galloway; 
Hickman Director Alma Blair; Graves Trustee Liz Stark; and Hickman 
Co. Charles Blair. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
Get F.I.T.T @ Hardin County Public Library 
 
Many teenagers make poor choices when it comes to their eating and exercise habits. 
As a result, obesity and related health problems have become a major crisis for today's 
youth.  
 
Last year, the Hardin County Public Library was awarded a generous grant from the 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives to help combat this problem. The 
funds were made possible through the Institute for Museum and Library Services and 
administered by KDLA. With the funding, the library launched a project called Fitness 
in Today's Teens (F.I.T.T.) As part of this initiative, the library purchased books and 
audio-visual materials that discussed health, nutrition, and exercise; subscribed to a 
health and wellness database; and invited health professionals to speak to groups of 
teens and their families. The library hoped to increase knowledge of healthy eating and 
exercise habits among teens in Hardin County. 
 
The books and DVDs purchased covered a variety of nutrition topics. Some of the 
books/DVDs took a very serious tone. Diet Information for Teens, Body Information for 
Teens, and Eating Disorders Information for Teens provided thorough information for 
research. Other books took a fun approach to wellness; some of the most popular 
items on the F.I.T.T. materials list were those that featured exercise and cooking. Sam 
Stern's Cooking Up a Storm and I Love Yoga: A Guide for Kids and Teens were great 
additions to the collection. One of the most checked-out selections was the book Alive: 
The Living, Breathing Human Body Book. It features pop-ups and the sound of a 
beating heart.  
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The database selected for the F.I.T.T. program was Teen Health & Wellness, a 
resource produced by Rosen Publishing. Teens may log on to the database from a 
library computer or from their home computer; all they need is the barcode number 
from their library card. By entering their card information into the Teen Health and 
Wellness website, teens gain access to a wealth of information. This amazing resource 
allows students to find current health information, read the real-life stories of other 
teens, and take quizzes. Patrons can simply go to the library website (www.hcpl.info), 
click on the Teen button, and follow the links to the database. Lastly, the library 
invited health professionals to speak at the library. Unfortunately, a lack of sign-ups 
led to the programs being cancelled.  
 
In the future, the library hopes to add to its health and wellness collection. Our goal is 
to provide the best information for teens wanting to improve their health. For more 
information, please call the Hardin County Public Library at 270-769-6337. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
Trustee Tip 
 

ad·vo·cate 
Pronunciation: \ˈad-və-kət, 

Function: noun 

1: one that pleads the cause of another; specifically  
2: one that defends or maintains a cause or proposal 
3: one that supports or promotes the interests of another 
 
I wanted to make sure we're all on the same page for the meaning of the word 
advocate as per Mr. Webster's definition above... 
 
Because on February 10, 2010 we'll all have an opportunity to do just that with our 
elected officials! That, my fellow trustees', is the day our advocates will meet with 
their Senators and Representatives on behalf of all public libraries in the great 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. It's the Kentucky Public Library Association's Legislative 
Day in Frankfort. 
 
Libraries all across Kentucky have seen usage increase due to the downturn in the 
economy. Our local citizens are asking for help with basic skills, from filling out a job 
application online to staying in touch with their grandchildren in another state. When 
more citizens are in need of more services, we simply can't offer them less. Our public 
libraries are truly a lifeline in each of our communities. 
 
Call your officials in Frankfort and set up an appointment on Legislative Day to speak 
to them about supporting public libraries in Kentucky. You can make your appointment 
early or later in the day, but leave the hour of 11 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. open. We are 
having a Rally for Libraries in the Rotunda. The Rotunda holds 150 supporters and I 
want it to be as full as we can pack it! Scheduled speakers for the Rally are Library 
Caucus members: Representatives Bob Damron and Bob DeWeese along with 
Senators Brandon Smith and Robin Webb. Hopefully, First Lady Jane Beshear will be 
speaking also. 
 
We need trustees, patrons and library staff to act as advocates for our public libraries. 
Our elected officials must hear how much your library means to your community. They 
need to hear how devastating cuts in our services would be to our patrons...the people 
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we serve in each of our communities! 
 
When you get to Frankfort on February 10th meet in Annex room 113 for additional 
information and handouts. The Advocacy Committee members of the Kentucky Public 
Library Association (KPLA) will be there to direct you and answer any questions. We 
always try and wear something yellow on this day so when you look up and down the 
hall all you see are obviously library advocates in their wave of yellow.  
 
Transportation is being arranged in some areas...ask your director for details. 
 
Go to Frankfort - Support Public Libraries - Support our Communities! 
 
Paul M. Poland 
Chair, KY Library Trustees Round Table (KLTRT) 
Board President, Scott County Public Library 
pmpoland@roadrunner.com 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
Research Opportunities in the State Archives: Racing 
Commission 
 
Kentucky is known all over the world for its thoroughbred racing meets. Every spring 
the horses take to the track, first at Keeneland and then at Churchill Downs, 
culminating every year in the Kentucky Derby on the first Saturday in May. Racing 
continues throughout the summer and fall at tracks throughout the state. Several 
series of records from the Racing Commission in the State Archives can help to 
document the history of horse racing in the 20th century in Kentucky. 
 
The Racing Commission was created in 1906 and regulates the horse racing industry 
in the state. The "Minutes of the Racing Commission" are available for 1956-1998. The 
minutes reflect discussions of licensing questions, the issuance of dates for race 
meets, and the oversight of wagering. Occasionally the minutes will also cover 
hearings on decisions of track stewards, including the suspension of jockeys or 
trainers. 
 
The "Supervisor Books," which date from 1914-1958, contain records of meets held at 
tracks around Kentucky. The volume for 1914, for example, includes information on 
the meets held at Keeneland, Churchill Downs, Douglas Park and Latonia. Every race 
held at each of the tracks is recorded. The entries list each horse by name and the 
amount wagered on it, the order of finish, and payouts on a two dollar bet for win, 
place and show. In the sixth race at Churchill Downs on May 9, 1914, "Old Rosebud" 
was the winner in a field of seven, and paid $3.70, $3.00 and $2.80. A total of 
$80,248 was wagered on this race, which was the 40th running of the Kentucky 
Derby. Other records of interest include "Old Hands Ledgers" and various financial 
journals. These volumes contain entries for licenses issued to jockeys, apprentices, 
and trainers and the amount of fees paid for those licenses. John McCabe, the jockey 
on "Old Rosebud" in the 1914 Derby, paid $5.00 for his jockey license that year.  
 
There are excellent sources on the Racing Commission in the State Publications 
collection. The "Biennial Reports" cover the years 1906-2001, and contain information 
on and regulations of the horse racing industry in Kentucky. The "Rules of Racing" are 
sometimes listed in the Biennial Reports, but separate volumes are also available for 
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1933, 1938 and 1945. The "Rules" are well-defined and cover all aspects of racing, 
sometimes even including the payment of jockeys. In 1933, for example, the rules 
state that a jockey be paid $15 for riding a winning mount, $10 for second place, and 
$7 for all other mounts. Occasionally the rules changed. The use of spurs was allowed 
in 1933 but had been prohibited by 1938. 
 
Horse racing plays an important part in the history and culture of Kentucky. The 
records and publications of the Racing Commission provide a significant source of 
information for researchers interested in learning more about this traditional Kentucky 
industry. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
Kenton County Public Library Invites Visitors to Experience 
Covington 
 
On Friday, December 18, the City of Covington and the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods launched the Experience Covington kiosk in the lobby of the Kenton 
County Public Library's Mary Ann Mongan Library in Covington. Experience Covington 
is a living history of the city told by the residents of its many neighborhoods. The 
kiosk is a multi-media extravaganza that includes maps, photos and audio tours of 
over 35 sites and 18 neighborhoods.  
 
Experience Covington is a project that has been over two years in the making. The 
project was developed by the City of Covington and the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods and was made possible with a grant from Preserve America. 
 
Visitors and residents will be able to pick up printed copies of driving maps and 
neighborhood walking tours, check out a Playaway pre-loaded with theme-based audio 
tours or visit the Experience Covington website at the kiosk. All printed materials are 
free of charge and Playaways can be checked out at the library. 
 
The audio tours feature voices of Covingtonians sharing the stories behind the sites 
one can see. The audio tours will allow listeners to understand the dedication that has 
gone into preserving the historic architecture, nurturing the arts, and interpreting the 
history of this dynamic city of neighborhoods.  
 
The Experience Covington project also offers a multitude of information on its website 
at www.experiencecovington.com which can be used to pre-plan a walking or driving 
tour using the Playaway. On the website users can browse through a menu of sites or 
themed tours, including the Faith Tour, the Arts and Culture Tour, a Neighborhood 
Tour, a Historic Tour, an Architecture Tour, or the Unexpected Covington Tour 
(featuring the spaceship house and the famous two-headed calf!). Audios for 
individual sites or themed tours can be downloaded to your mp3 player. All the 
themed tours begin and end at the library in Covington. 
 
Partners in the Experience Covington project include the Center for Great 
Neighborhoods, City of Covington's Economic Development and Historic Preservation, 
Millimeter Creative, Northern Kentucky University's Public History Department, 
volunteers from Baker-Hunt Art and Cultural Center, Progress with Preservation, 
Kenton County Historical Society, the Kentucky Folklife Program and the Kenton 
County Public Library. 
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Jean St. John, director of the Community Arts Initiative, has worked on this project 
since its inception. "The goal of the project is to showcase the city of Covington's 
preservation of historic housing (the second largest in the state of Kentucky), the arts 
and cultural heritage sites and landmarks such as the Roebling Suspension Bridge that 
defines Covington's geographical significance in the Civil War, and historical stories of 
slavery including the Margaret Garner story. Our city has many stories to tell and the 
Experience Covington project allows that to happen," said St. John. 
 
For more information about Experience Covington, visit 
www.experiencecovington.com. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
Great Books Discussion Group 
 
Have you ever wondered what makes a book group great? Two vital components: a 
great work of literature and great discussion. Great Books is for those who enjoy 
classic and contemporary literature along with lively discussion among the 
participants.  
 
Great Books uses the "shared inquiry" method in which the leader asks an open-ended 
question about the selection, then asks follow-up questions to help participants 
develop ideas and engage in discussion. Variety is what keeps readers enthusiastic 
about Great Books. Short selections are chosen that are perfect for people leading 
busy lives. 
 
"In 2008 the two Great Books clubs at Warren County Public Library chose as a title 
for discussion The Seven Deadly Sins which is a collection of short stories selected by 
the Great Books Foundation," said Marilyn Mattingly, Group Discussion Leader. "The 
stories followed the theme of the seven deadly sins. The groups enjoyed discussing 
those stories so much that when Great Books published a sequel in 2009, Even 
Deadlier, the groups unanimously voted to use it for the 2010 discussions." 
 
Great Books meets at the Main Library at 1225 State Street on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 6:00 p.m. and the following Thursday at noon. If you are interested in 
joining in on the fun, or in starting a Great Books discussion group at your library, 
please contact Marilyn Mattingly at marilynm@warrenpl.org. 
 
Return to top of page 
 
 
2010 Summer Reading Program "Big Idea Showcase" 
 
Share the best of your "Make a Splash - Read" 2010 Summer Reading brainstorming 
ideas with other children's librarians at the "Big Idea Showcase" this new year. Each 
person attending is asked to bring at least one idea for a program, presenter, craft, 
activity, story time, book and more to share with those attending in preparation for 
the 2010 summer reading program season fast approaching. 
 
This is the perfect opportunity to discover just the right book, craft, program, or 
activity to fill that last gap in your schedule or substitute for something you aren't 
quite happy with in your summer reading program. There will also be a discussion on 
running a summer reading program, with a special emphasis on what worked and 
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didn't work in 2009. 
 
The "Showcase" will be from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 3rd at the 
Lawrence County Public Library in Louisa. It is open to everyone. 
 
If you are showcasing a craft or activity, please bring 25 copies of the instructions for 
the participants. 
 
To register: contact Jimmie Epling at the Region 8 office by calling 606-521-0107 or 
by email at jimmie.epling@ky.gov. Be sure to include your library, phone number and 
email address. 
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