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Why Use Newspapers

• In-depth coverage of  a particular country, state or 
city

• Reporting on activities of  state and local government

• Eyewitness accounts of  events

• Editorial analysis of  news and events

• Up-to-date coverage of  breaking news

• Obituaries and other information of  interest to 
genealogists



Newspapers Valuable Research Tool

• Source of  information about historical events
• Shows how people viewed an event when it happened
• Provides multiple points of  view about an issue
• Permits researchers to trace the historical development of  

subjects over time
• Examines issues in the context of  their time 
• Gives snapshot of  a time period detailing how people lived, and 

what they purchased 
• Often contains commentaries or retrospective articles about 

events



Newspapers Reliable?

• May be biased

• May also be inaccurate

or incomplete

• Must be questioned for its 

stake in the material.



Newspaper Databases

• Search more than one newspaper at the same time

• Powerful keyword search engines

• Access to content that costs money on the Web

• Find newspapers from a specific region or country



Accessing Newspaper Source
and Alt-Press Watch



Ebsco for Newspaper Source

ProQuest for Alt-Press Watch





Newspaper Source



Ebsco for Newspaper Source



Select Individual Database





What’s In It?

• Access to more than 60 full-text national and 
international newspapers

• Access to more than 300 full-text regional 
newspapers

• Provides complete television and radio news 
transcripts from CBS News, CNN, CNN 
International, FOX News, NPR and more 



Title Coverage

Title List
https://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/nfh-
coverage.xls?_ga=2.115135617.705138330.1549570141-
1947363563.1500407924

International titles
• Al Jazeera (Qatar)
• Daily Mail (UK)
• Japan Times
• Toronto Star



Title Coverage

National
• New York Times

• USA Today

• Wall Street Journal

• Washington Post

• Christian Science Monitor

Regional
• Bowling Green News
• Owensboro Messenger 

Inquirer
• Charleston Gazette
• Knoxville News Sentinel
• Morgantown Dominion 

Post



Basic Search





Limit Results 
with Facets

• Full text
• Publication date
• Subject
• Publication
• Publisher
• Language





Advanced Search





Other Ebsco Features Work

• Search multiple databases together

• Save searches

• Set search alerts

• Set publication alerts



Alt-Press Watch



ProQuest for Alt-Press Watch





What’s In It?

• Full-text newspapers and magazines from alternative, 
independent presses

• Features around million articles from 290 publications
• Coverage 1970 – current
• Subject coverage

• Government
• Policy
• Culture
• Local, national and international issues
• Religion
• And much more



Title Coverage

Title List
http://tls.search.proquest.com/titlelist/ListForward?for
mat=excel&ft=Y&citAbs=Y&other=Y&issn=Y&isbn
=Y&peer=Y&pubId=Y&gaps=Y&subject=Y&langua
ge=Y&changes=Y&productId=1006728&productNam
e=AltPressWatch&ftDetail=Y&citAbsDetail=Y&other
Detail=Y&accountId=11807



Title Examples

• Alternative Medicine
• Church & State
• Commentary
• Mother Jones
• New American
• Poverty & Race
• Rolling Stone



Basic Search





Limit Results 
with Filters

• Full text

• Peer Reviewed

• Source Type

• Publication date



• Subject

• Document Type

• Language

• Publication Title

• Location

• Person









State Library 
can help



Contact Us

•In Frankfort
502-564-8306

•Outside Frankfort
800-928-7000 
(choose option #3)

•Email and phone: 8:00 – 4:30 (ET)  M-F
•Onsite visits: 9:00 – 4:00 (ET) M-F



Conclusion



Remember
Continuing Education Events Calendar
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/C
ontinuingEducationCalendar.aspx

KDLA Archived Webinars
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/kdlaarchive
dwebinars/Pages/default.aspx

Follow-up email with
training certificate
(may take 1-2 weeks to arrive)



Final Actions

• Take the Survey

• Download the Presentation
• Click “Newspaper Source & Alt Press Watch”

• “Save to my computer”

• In the pop-up window:

• “Click to Download”

• “Save”

• Choose where to save it

• “Save” 


