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What is Mainstream Fiction?

m Fiction with no genre constraints
m A “Non-Genre”

m Contemporary fiction

m What's in a name?
- General
— Literary
- Popular/Mainstream




A Brief History of the Novel

m Pamela by Samuel Richardson (1742)

m The Power of Sympathy by William Hill Brown (1789)

m 1850s

- The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (1850)
— Moby Dick by Herman Melville (1851)




A Brief History of the Novel

m Post-Civil War (Realism)
- Portrait of a Lady by Henry James (1881)
- Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (1884)
- Maggie: A Girl of the Streets by Stephen Crane (1893)

- Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser (1900)




A Brief History of the Novel

m Era of the Great American Novel (Modernism)
- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925)
— The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway (1920)
- The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner (1929)
- The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (1939)
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A Brief History of the Novel

m 1945- (Postmodernism)
- [talo Calvino
- Jorge Luis Borges
- Salman Rushdie
- Thomas Pynchon
— Chuck Palahniuk
- Neil Gaiman

m Return to realism

m Death of the novel?



Appeal Characteristics

No specific characteristics

Nancy Pearl’s “appeal characteristics”
- Language

— Character

- Story

- Setting

Readers not looking for a particular subject/plot

Looking for feeling & quality



Appeal Characteristics

m Deciding on primary appeal
- Takes practice
- Books can fit into more than one category

m Call them what you want
- Storyline, frame, characterization, etc.



Language

Style and construction of the writing are most important
Unusual, experimental, poetic

Slow reads, meant to be savored

Buzz words:
— Lyrical, evocative, stylized, imaginative, spare

Reader type:
- Dedicated, adventurous

- Complex mysteries, literary thrillers, smart Sci-Fi &
historical, descriptive histories, buzz titles/authors



Language

All the Living by C.E. Morgan (2009)
Moonglow by Michael Chabon (2016)

The Vegetarian by Han Kang (2016)

The Ninth Hour by Alice McDermott (2017)
Transcription by Kate Atkinson (2018)
Warlight by Michael Ondaatje (2018)




Character

m Features well-developed characters

m Reader feels close to the character
- Easy to connect or empathize with
- “l feel like | knew them.”

m [itle includes character’'s name or characteristics
m Easily crosses over to other appeal factors

m Buzz words:
- Character-based, three-dimensional characters

m Reader type:

- Enjoys biography/memoir, non-fiction about
relationships



Character

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt (2013)

The Nest by Cynthia D’aprix Sweeney (20106)

Swing Time by Zadie Smith (2016)

Eleanor Oliphant is completely fine by Gail Honeyman (2017)
Less by Andrew Sean Greer (2017)

There There by Tommy Orange (2018) h ,f
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Story

Emphasis on events

Compelling plot and pacing

Often uses a standard fiction formula

“Adrenaline reads”

m Buzz words:
- Page-turner, fast-moving, plot twists, breakneck pace

m Reader type:
- Enjoys mysteries, true crime, survival, epic non-fiction



Story

The Dinner by Herman Koch (2012)

Black Rabbit Hall by Eve Chase (2016)

The Cuban Affair by Nelson DeMille (2017)

The Family Next Door by Sally Hepworth (2018)
The Dream Daughter by Diane Chamberlain (2018)
The Adults by Caroline Hulse (2018)




Setting

Where and when is most important
- Essential for understanding other aspects

Book may be named after setting

Buzz words:

- Setting is a like a character; strong sense of place

Reader type:

Enjoys historical fiction, Westerns, Sci-Fi/Fantasy set
In other worlds



Setting

The Jane Austen Project by Kathleen Flynn (2017)
The Whole Way Home by Sarah Creech (2017)
Alternate Side by Anna Quindlen (2018)

Oliver Loving by Stefan Merrill Block (2018)
Paris by the Book by Liam Callanan (2018)
Broken Field by Jeff Hull (2018)
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Readers’ Advisory

m Book lists
- Classics, bestsellers, award winners, read-alikes
] : , etc.

m Library Journal’s
B , :
m Novelist
- Indie bestsellers, thematic, culture-focused
|
m Booklist’'s



Readers’ Advisory

m [ags

- Catalog, Amazon, Facebook, Goodreads,
LibraryThing...

m Non-fiction readers:

- What did they like about their most recent
read?

- What kinds of non-fiction do they like?

m Biography = Character
m Wendell Berry = Setting
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Embezzling a small fortune from her daughters' private school to finance personal luxuries, Marion goes on the lam when her .
activities are exposed by a school audit, in a story also told from the points of view of her baffled husband and heartsick M
daughters.
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Character: Complex; Unlikeable Basu, Diksha
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Unfortunately, the European vacations, fancy house, and state-of-the-art exercise equipment have been paid for with money embezzled from her daughters’
private school. With the school facing an audit, Marion launches her escape plan, consisting of stuffing 340,000 in cash into a knapsack and leaving. However, she
doesn't get very far, and instead ends up in a seedier part of Brooklyn that's fairly near to the very family she abandoned. Her husband, Nathan, a clueless poet, is
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Welcome Appeal is a way of determining why people enjoy the books they read. Some readers already have a good vocabulary for talking about the books they love, while some
. Eﬁg‘ﬂﬂ t%‘?(gﬁ? Catalo do better in talking about books they never want to read again — but framing these conversations around appeal is the foundation for helping people find what to read

2 Local %:olleclions g next. Novelist uses appeal terms to augment other data about genre, subject, geographic location, and reading level.

= On The Shelf (OTS)

« Goodreads Try searching by appeal terms, or use them in combination to narrow your other searches. To search appeal, you can use our Advanced Search to search the appeal

» Accessibility field or use the AP field code along with your genre term, for example enter AP haunting.

HowDol..?

» Find read-alikes?

» Find books by grade or reading level
(Lexile or Accelerated Reader)?

» Find boolks using appeal or genre?

» Get alerted when new content is
available?

» Print, save, or share my results?

» See only books available in my library?

» Learn how to use NoveList

Searching
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Professional Resources

« Readers’ Advisory Toolbox
» Working with Youth

» Common Core Content

Viewing Results

« Tabs at the Result List

Sorting Results

Changing the View of Your Result List
Refining Your Result List

Lexiles

Accelerated Reader

Linking to Information

LI I

Viewing Details

» Book Detail Page

» Audiobook Detail Page
» Series Detail Page

» Author Detail Page

» Article/List Detail Page

Learn more about appeals in Movelist and how to match readers and books using appeal

See below for a list of appeal terms found in NoveList:

Character

Storyline

Pace

Tone

Writing_Style
ustration

Audio Characteristics

Character

Only applied to fiction baoks, character apoeal is especially for those readers who love books because of the characters.
Ability diverse: These characters live with physical, mental, or emctional conditions that can often be challenging. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Anthropomorphic: From cats solving mysteries to crayens quitting their day jobs, the non-human characters in these books offer a unique perspective. (Aduits, Teens,
Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Authentic: These characters behave in ways that accord with their age, nationality, and backgrounds. [Adults, Teens)

Awkward: Often unsure of themselves, these characters lack the social savvy to navigate relationships and other interpersonal situations smoothly. (Adults, Teens,
Ages 9-12)

Believable: These characters ring true for young readers, and behave in ways that are consistent with their age and backgrounds. (Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)
Brooding: Haunted by past traumas or mistakes, these morose characters contemplate (and often must confront) what is wrong in the world. (Adulfs, Teens)
Character duos: From best friends to odd couples, these books feature dynamic duos who take on the world together! (Ages 0-5)

Complex: Intriguing and complicated, these multi-dimensional characters have conflicting motivations and desires. (Adults, Teens)

Courageous: These brave and often self-sacrificing characters have strong convictions and face challenges with determination, despite the odds against them. (Adulis,
Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Culturally diverse: These books may feature characters from racial and ethnic minorities living in the United States, Europe, Canada, or Australia, as well as
characters from non-white cultural groups living in other parts of the world. (Adulfs, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Exaggerated: These larger-than-life characters often delight readers by adding to the humaor or uniqueness of a story. (Adults. Teens, Ages 8-12, Ages 0-§)

Flawed: These characters do not always act in their own best interasts, and their sometimes misguided decisions form a central theme in the story. (Aduits, Teens)



REdLIny rewimneal Iuppuae

« Reaching Technical Support

Unnsede; LSNogidiely paimiea @ Ui wsnrng ugrn, wiese Crgid CIEErs Wil mue gain wie syripaunny o 1edaers, 50 Ugie 15 1255 erouondl mvesungng i dnig wWien pdaa

things happen to them. (Adults, Teens)
Well-developed: Sometimes appearing in more plot-driven stories, these characters rise above others in the strength of their development. (Aduifs, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Top

Storyline

Staryline is & quick way to determine a book's focus — is the plof what drives the story, or is character development where the real interest lies? s the plot intricate, or
sweeping and nonlinear? This helps readers find books with an overall structure they enjoy.

Action-packed: Pulse-pounding, high-octane excitement is the rulel (Adults, Teens, Ages 8-12, Ages 0-8)
Character-driven: Interior growth and development of characters is important. Fiction use only, (Aduifs, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Intricately plotted: These books have intricate, complicated, or elaborate storylines, often inveolving multiple plots or numerous narrative twists and turns. {Aduits,
Teens, Ages 9-12)

Issue-oriented: |ssue-oriented books explore controversial themes, which may cover a variety of emotional, ethical, or social problems. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12,
Ages (-8}

Nonlinear: Instead of being portrayed chronologically, the events in these books shift between different time periods. {Adults, Teens, Ages §-12)
Open-ended: Instead of providing all the answers, these books invite readers to ponder events long after the last page. (Adulfs, Teens. Ages 9-12)
Own voices: Own voices applies to books in which the protagonist and the author share a marginalized identity. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)
Plot-driven: In these books, events rather than characters propel the story forward. Fiction use only. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Sweeping: These sprawling stories span decades or generations and frequently include multiple locations and historical events. (Adults)
Unconventional: Using unigque or unaxpected elements, these books may twist, adapt, or play on conventional storylines. (Adults, Teens)

World-building: These books immerse the reader in a vivid imaginary world with intricacies such as invented histories, languages, geography, or cultures. (Adults,
Teens, Ages 9-12)

Top

Pace

Face is the rafe at which a story unfolds for the reader. We identify books falling at either end of the pacing specirum -- titles that are clearly fast-paced and those which
are steady — as well as those that start slowly then accelerate as the story progresses.

Fast-paced: Events in these exciting books unfold rapidly, moving the reader quickly through the story. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-6)
Intensifying: These bocks gradually build in momentum throughout the story, resulting in a gripping conclusion. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Leisurely paced: Due to descriptive language, focus on detail, or careful development of character or setting, these books unfold slowly, allowing the reader to savor
the narrative. [Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages (-8

Top



Tone

Tone is the feeling that & book evolkes in the reader. s the mood of the sfory light and upbeat, or dark and menacing? Iz it inspirational or bleak? Does the setting
significantly add to the emotional content of the story?

Amusing: They may not make you laugh out loud, but these entertaining stories have a light humor that sometimes accentuates more serious themes. (Adults, Teens,
Ages 9-12. Ages 0-8)

Angst-filled: Characters in these books experience problems associated with adeclescence, such as questions about sexuality, popularity, or social standing.  (Teens,
Ages 9-12)

Atmospheric: These books evoke the story's setting, whether it's a gothic mansion or a small Midwestern town. (Adults, Teens)

Bittersweet: These books have a mixed emotional edge — both pleasant and painful -- that is sustained throughout the story. (Adults, Teens)

Bleak: A dark outlook, frequently devoid of faith in human nature and tending away from hope or optimism. [(Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Chaste: These books about romantic relationships focus on the emotions of the characters, and contain no sex or descriptions of sexual activity. (Adults, Teens)

Conservative: These books represent a conservative (often Republican) perspective when discussing American politics and social issues such as the environment,
poverty, and the economy. Nonfiction use only. (Adults)

Creepy: Unsettling in a visceral, skin-crawling way, these books make the reader uneasy, and may often have supernatural elements and eerie settings. (Adults, Teens)

Darkly humorous: The humor in these books derives from ironic or grimly satiric treatment of death, suffering, and other morbid subjects. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12,
Ages (-8}

Disturbing: Approaching the darker side of human nature, these books are unsettling and often portray socially marginal or dysfunctional individuals. (Adults, Teens)
Dramatic: These cinematic books feature exciting and larger-than-life stories, depicting anything from historical events to space warfare. {Adults)
Emotionally intense: Conveying great depth or complexity of emotion, these books explore the inner lives of characters in detall. (Teens, Ages 9-12)
Explicit: These books contain lots of vividly described sex, ranging from the plainest (but plentiful) vanilla to the kinkiest of kink. (4duits)

Feel-good: A gentle, comfortable, and hopeful feeling (not just a happy ending). (Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Funny: Laugh-out-loud humeor characterizes these books. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Gossipy: The actions and pzople in these books tend to be over-the-top and salacious. (Adults)

Gross: Yuck! Including lots of nasty, oozy, or disgusting facts or details, these books may be educational or purely for entertainment. (Ages 9-12. Ages 0-8)
Gruesome: Mot for the squeamish, these books include a significant amount of explicit gore or other grisly elements. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)
Haunting: Often because of hard-hitting storylinas, these books have a memorable, unforgettable quality that stays with the reader. (Adults, Teens)
Heartwarming: These uplifting stories ultimately leave readers feeling emotionally satisfied. (Adults)

Heartwrenching: These books convey emotions that are keenly distressing, hitting a nerve with readers and deeply affecting them. (Adults)

High-drama: Juicy, sensational, and melodramatic, these books often deal with back-stabbing social scenes and catty personalities. (Adults, Teens)

Homespun: Simplicity is key in these books, which often have a rural or small-town setling and feature characters that are unpretentious and cherish old-fashioned
values. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Haopeful: Whils addressing weighty issues, these books incorporate some optimistic elements, expressing the belief that things may improve. (Adulfs, Teens, Ages 8-
12, Ages 0-8)



Writing Style

Whiting style as an appeal factor includes the language used in the book and the level of detail in the background. How is the book written? Are care and aftention
placed on the words or language used to convey the story, oris this secondary to the plot? Does the author excel at including “extras” that ennch the reader's
experience?

Accessible: These books explain a complicated or technical issue in an approachable manner. Nonfiction use only. {(Adults)

Attention-grabbing: Irresistible to young readers, these books instantly draw them in. (Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8}

Banter-filled: These books are characterized by snappy repartes. (Adults, Teens)

Browsable: Information is arranged in short sections and is often accompanied by illusirations or other graphics to encourage browsing. Nonfiction use only. (Teens,
Ages 8-12, Ages 0-8)

Candid: The narrative style of these books is frank and forthcoming, even when discussing potentially sensitive or uncomfortable subjects. (Adults, Teens)
Compelling: These powerful books draw readers irresistibly into the story. (Adulfs, Teens)

Comprehensive: These wide-ranging books thoroughly cover the background {and sometimes personalities!) of the subjects they explore. Nonfiction use only. (Aduifs,
Teens, Ages 9-12)

Concise: Without wasting a word, these nonfiction books deliver a wealth of information in a succinct format. Nonfiction use only, (Aduits)

Conversational: Written informally, these read as if a close friend were telling a story. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Descriptive: Full of elaborate descriptions, these bocks use illustrative, expressive language. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Dialect-filled: Regional language and slang bring the setting to life. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Easy-to-understand: These make hard-to-understand things a little bit easierl Nonfiction use only. (Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Engaging: These books capture the imagination of readers through narrative style, character, or use of detail. (Adults, Teens)

Gritty: Characterized by a narrative style that includes dark and unsetiling details, these books often depict violence. (Adults, Teens)

Jargon-filled: These books use the specialized, technical language of a particular group, trade, or profession. (Adulfs, Teens, Ages 9-12)

Journalistic: Written about newsworthy issues, these books are well-researched but conversational, rather than scholarly. Nonfiction use only. (Adults, Teens)
Lush: Descriptive language evokes the senses, making readers feel as if they are experiencing what is being described. (Adults, Teens)

Lyrical: Elegant, beautiful, often with a rhythmic or postic quality. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-5)

Minimal text: Generally used with young children, these have few words per page. The chosen words tend to be simple, and sentences are short. (Ages 0-8)
Participatory: These books will require the reader to engage with the story by answering questions or through physical interaction. (Ages 0-8}

Persuasive: These books may present both sides of an issue, but this is frequently used to bolster a specific opinion. Nonfiction use only. (Adults, Teens, Ages 8-12)
Richly detailed: Details enrich these stories, sometimes focusing on a special body of knowledge (e.g., of forensics, music, history, etc). (Aduits, Teens, Ages 9-12)
Scholarly: Thoroughly researched and addressing complicated issues, the language in these books is academic or technical. Nonfiction use only. (Adults, Teens)
Slang-heavy: Characters in these books make frequent use of slang, which often aids in character development. (Teens, Ages 5-12)

Spare: Minimal and elegant with great attention paid to the use of language. (Adults, Teens, Ages 9-12, Ages 0-8)

Stream of consciousness: These novels and stories portray the uninterrupted and uneven flow of the characters' consciousness. (Adults, Teens)
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LR [¥ Title Read-alikes ., Author Read-alikes
Genre » R =
ST Cottage by the sea (Jui 2018) >
Theme » ACOMBER By: Macomber, Debbie
Gharasier B Retreating to a Pacific Northwest haven after a tragedy, Annie bonds with a kindhearted local artist, her reclusive landlord
E:’,‘::fj and a troubled teen before an unexpected opportunity challenges her ambitions.
Storyline » Popularity: # % & # %«  Adult Fiction
Pace » [7 Title Read-alikes W, Author Read-alikes
Tone »
Writing Style » 3 The other woman (Jul 2018) ¥
R By: Silva, Daniel, 1960-
Time Period » ! b o s ; : : : ;
After his asset inside Russian intelligence is assassinated, Gabrigl's search for the truth leads him to the twentieth
lllustration » century's greatest act of treason.
Subject % Series: Gabriel Allon novels, 13

Location

Popularity: & & & & & Adult Fiction



Especially For Quick Links How Do 1?

Readers’ Advisory

Search Other Databases

Working With Youth book. Ex. Japan 1930 women

B

Basic Search  Advanced Search  Search History

Readers’ Advisory Toolbox
New In NoveList: THEMES!

Great book recommendations are about how all the elements of a stary fit together and
create something special. Appeal, genre, and -- the newest addition to NoveList —
THEME I

Check them out!

Becoming a Better Readers’ Advisor

J Readers' Advisory Strategies
Success Stories

Train Your Staff (or Yourself)
Using Appeals

Uszing Genre

Using Themes

Signin  Help Exit Feedback ™ Folder

KENTUCKY VIRTUAL LIBRARY (KYVL)

Novelist Resources

Marketing IMaterials
Movelist on YouTube

Request Training

The Novelist Book Squad is
ready to send you information
you can use in your day-to-day
work with patrons. Sign Up Now!



Readers’ Advisory

m Tips from Joyce Saricks’ “At Leisure”

WITH JOYCE SARICKS

m “What Do We Read Next?”
— Must read to understand and help
- Read best-sellers to understand author’s style

- Read popular authors, not just best-sellers
m Booklist’s “spotlight” issues; Indiebound.org

- Read what’s most popular at your library



Resources

Genreflecting: A Guide to Popular Reading Interests, Cynthia Orr
and Diana Tixier Herald, editors

Now Read This Ill: A Guide to Mainstream Fiction by Nancy Pearl
and Sarah Statz Cords

Readers’ Advisory Service in the Public Library by Joyce G. Saricks

The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction by Joyce G. Saricks
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Thank you to the
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
for sponsorship of this webinar.



Follow KDLA on Social Media!

@KDLALibDev KDLALibDev




Suspense/Thriller Readers’ Advisory
Thursday, November 15, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)
UplLit & Gentle Reads Readers’ Advisory
Wednesday, November 28, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)
Be Nike: Just Do It!
Wednesday, November 28, 2-3 pm ET (1-2 pm CT)
Library Link Up: Best of 2018
Thursday, December 6, 1:30-2:30 pm ET (12:30-1:30 pm CT)
Historical & Alternate Fiction Readers’ Advisory

Tuesday, December 18, 10-11 am ET (9-10 am CT)

SAVE THE DATE

Register for these and more on the



Thank you for attending!

Charly Taylor

Continuing Education Consultant
KY Dept. for Libraries & Archives



