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TYPES 
OF KITS



Adult Kits
 Adult book discussion kits

o Large print kits                                             
o Regular print kits                              

 Adult programming kits
o Thematic

 A word about KET kits and 
digital book discussion kits



Adult Book 
Discussion 

Kits

 Available in a variety of genres
 Packaged in a sturdy container or   

suitcase
 Check out for 9 weeks at a time
 Can be renewed if no other 

holds/schedule
 Each kit contains up to 15 copies of the

book, an audiobook if available, 
and a discussion guide



Adult 
Programming Kits

Available in a variety of themes

Sample themes include: 1950s, 
Appalachian Culture, Classic 
Movies, Oral History, and Quilting 

 Thematic kits are multi-format,          
and can include books, CDs, 
DVDs, electronics, games,
and resource guides

 Check out for 9 weeks at a time

 Can be renewed if no other 
holds/schedule



KET and Digital Book Discussion Kits 
• KET is in the process of phasing out older content and will no longer offer childcare training courses 

with DVDs and/or VHS tapes after June 30, 2022. As a result, we have been deaccessioning the KET 
Lending Library since that time. All KET materials will be disposed of, and their records removed from 
our catalog. They have not been added to Kit Keeper.  If you have patrons who inquire about program 
materials after June 30, please direct them to the KET Early Childhood Professional 
Development website for course and workshop options. If you have questions, please 
contact Deborah.Hibbard@ky.gov or ECPD@ket.org.

• KDLA partnered with the Boone County Public Library some years ago to offer customers access to 
digital book discussion kits. Contained in each digital book kit are an eBook in several file formats and 
a guide that has book information and discussion questions. The digital book discussion kits may 
include audiobooks, movies or other media related to the book. The material provided in the digital 
book discussion kits is part of the public domain and can be copied multiple times to any compatible 
device. Format and design of the book kit, as well as any original material created for the book kit, is 
property of Boone and Campbell County Public Libraries, who grant permission for non-profit, 
educational use. For a list of available kit titles and how to access, please contact the Boone County 
Public Library, https://www.bcpl.org. 



Youth Kits
• Youth book discussion kits 

• Beginning and elementary 
readers including KY 
Bluegrass Award winners   

• Middle school                                
• High school

• Youth programming kits
• STEAM
• Thematic –

preschool/elementary & teen
• Interactive mystery



Youth Book 
Discussion 
Kits

 Complete programs designed around high-
quality books for children and teens

 Each kit includes 12-20 copies of the book, an 
audiobook if available, and an in-depth 
discussion guide.  Many titles are in the 
process of getting a Spanish copy, and a few 
are getting a large print copy as well when 
available.

 Youth book kits may be checked out for 9 
weeks and renewed upon request if not 
scheduled to be sent to another library



• STEAM
• Public library and school staff can use our STEAM based 

thematic kits to assist in the planning of story times, lesson 
plans, and other programming that incorporates developmentally 
appropriate encounters involving S.T.E.A.M. concepts –
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math – into everyday 
experiences.

• Thematic Kits
• Multi-format kits for ages pre-school through teen-include books, 

CDs, DVDs, electronics, games, & toys.

• Interactive Mystery Kits
• Include everything needed to plan and produce a mystery 

program for a group of 20-25 participants. The Anyone’s Guess 
series is designed for grades 6 – 9. Anyone’s Guess Junior 
series is designed for grades 3 – 5.













Information 
That 
Applies to 
All Kits

 This is a traditional ILL- just not through OCLC.  Lost 
and/or damaged items may be assessed a replacement 
fee depending on the situation.  Youth book kits are not 
subject to a fee unless the total cost exceeds $100.00

 Some discussion kits may arrive without the full 
complement of books. The State Library always includes a 
check out receipt.  Your library is only responsible for the 
items on that receipt.

 Don’t let the suitcase barcode fool you.  It will be on your 
receipt, and many think they are missing a book copy.  The 
suitcase barcode can be found on the suitcase handle tag.

 Kits are shipped through the KYVL courier.  Please allow at 
least two weeks for delivery.  Other arrangements can be 
made if your library does not receive courier service.

 All kits can also be scheduled to be used by your patrons, 
either community groups or schools, but must be 
requested by a library staff member.

 If you do not have all the copies/items, please include a 
note in the kit indicating which items will be sent back later 
via the KYVL courier.

 A survey is included in each kit.





FINDING 
KITS



What is Kit Keeper?
• Kit Keeper is a web-based application that allows libraries 

to organize circulating kit collections, whether they are kits 
for book groups, educational collections, or for 
programming.

• Kit Keeper was created by a software developer called 
Plymouth Rocket in the late 2000s specifically for the 
Seattle Public Library system. 

• Kit Keeper helps libraries to keep track of where kits are 
and allows member libraries to browse through and 
reserve titles themselves.



kdla.ky.gov

Updated web page will go up on Tuesday, September 6



https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/kits/Pages/default.aspx







1st search option

















2nd search option





3rd search option







Announcements of new kits on listservs











RESERVING 
KITS





Choosing a 
Reservation 

Date

Please allow at least 2 courier days, or 2 
weeks, for a kit to reach you.

Keep in mind that the KYVL courier has 
the same schedule as state government.  
The courier does not run on weekends or 
state holidays.  If you are unsure about 
the courier schedule, you can check it at 
https://kyvl.org/courier/blog

 Look at the date you need the kit to be at 
your library, then choose a reservation 
date two weeks prior to that date.



Kit needed at library

Choose this reservation date
two weeks prior



Library Card “Number” = KYREADS,  PIN =  #KitKeeper1







Replace with your
phone and email

Add your name
and a note if reserving
for a school or other outside
patron/institution.  You can
also add notes about which
club the kit is for.

Choose your library
from the drop down
menu





Please contact me if…

• You need longer than the standard nine week check out period

• You need to request an extension on the due date of a kit

• You prefer to pick your kits up at KDLA

• You did not receive your kit on time
or received the wrong kit



WHEN THINGS 
GO WRONG

(AND THEY DO!)



Where’s My Kit?

It was requested, but 
not scheduled.

It was scheduled, but 
not checked out and 
shipped.

It was checked out 
and shipped, but 
the courier has not 
delivered it.
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Why Am I Getting This Overdue Notice?

One or more items 
in the kit has not 
been checked in.

One or more items 
in the kit is not 
showing the correct 
due date.

The kit was sent 
back, but the courier 
has not yet 
delivered it to KDLA. 

The kit is indeed 
late.
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What Do I Do About…?
There are more 
items listed on the 
check out receipt 
than were received 
in the kit.

The due date is 
approaching, and 
we do not have all 
the books back yet.

An item has been 
lost or damaged.
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Thanks for Attending!
 This webinar was recorded and will be 
available within one week.

 A link to a short survey is being put in the 
chat.  Your responses are very important to us 
and for our continued federal funding.

 The presentation slides and a certificate of 
attendance will be emailed to all attendees.




