
Beyond the Books
RYAN TOOLEY

DAVIESS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY



What are non-traditional 

collections?

 Non-traditional collections are 

items that are uncommon to find 

in the average library.

 Some examples of non-traditional 

collections across the country:

 Baking pans

 Telescopes

 Gardening tools

 Sewing machines

 Art



Musical Instruments

 John Wayne Catt / Blue Star Connection

 28 day loan

 Accept donations

 We have:

 5 acoustic guitars

 2 keyboards

 2 ukuleles

 Banjo

 Mandolin

 Electric guitar

 Bass guitar



Museum Passes

 8 passes in our collection

 7 day loan

 Applicable to 4 family members

 Can visit any of the Association of Science - Technology Centers affiliates, including:

 Kentucky Science Center (Louisville, KY)

 The Living Arts and Science Museum (Lexington, KY)

 National Museum of Natural History (District of Columbia)

 American Museum of Natural History (New York, NY)

 Friends of the Library provides funding



Seed Library

 Partner with local organizations

 Western Kentucky Botanical Gardens

 Green River Area Extension Master 
Gardener Association

 Owensboro Herbs Society

 The seed library launched with 120 
seed types and 3,000 seeds in stock

 Accept donations

 Allows library to become food 
partner to the community



Laptops Anytime

 3 hour check out

 $15 overdue fee

 Laptop checked out with card, 

pin number, and user agreement

 A picture is taken of the patron for 

security purposes



Gym Passes

 Passes provide basic trial 

membership for patrons and / or 

patron’s families for 14 days

 User agreement protects library 

from liability

 Initiative started in order to 

promote healthy living the in the 

community



Roku Streaming Sticks

 5 available for check out

 7 day loan period

 Access to popular apps including 

Netflix, Prime Video, and Hulu

 Access to library sponsored app 

Hoopla Digital



Wi-Fi Hotspots

 Received through TechSoup

 7 day loan

 Connect to local Sprint towers 

 Connect up to 10 devices



Telescopes

 Gskyer brand telescopes

 14 day loan

 1 dollar overdue fee



Maker Carts and Maker Kits

 Children's maker carts that include 

markers, crayons, clay, tape – all of the 

staples of  making arts and crafts.

 The maker cart is brought out on days 

when we have a high number of 

children in our youth services area.

 Teen maker kits can be checked out to 

any teen or adult with a library card.

 The kits can be taken anywhere in the 

library as long as it is returned before 

closing time



Brain Boxes

 Started as an initiative to assist 

teachers with core content

 Six different brain boxes:

 Earth (grades 3-5)

 Earth (grades 6-8)

 Economics (grades K-3)

 Economics (grades 4-8)

 US Government (grades 2-4)

 US Government (grades 5-7)



Additional non-traditional 

collections

 Puzzles

 Blu-rays

 Video Games

 iPads

 Raspberry Pi kits



Why add non-traditional 

collections?

 Non-traditional collections allow libraries the opportunity to become 

education, health, and food partner to their community

 Non-traditional collections can introduce new and innovative 

technology to a community

 Non-traditional collections attract patrons who otherwise would not 

come to a library



Contact Information

 Ryan Tooley

 Daviess County Public Library

 Phone: (270) 684 – 0211, extension 247

 Email: rytooley@dcplibrary.org 



Thank you to the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) for sponsorship of this webinar.



Follow KDLA on Social Media!

@KDLALibDev Lib Dev FB

https://twitter.com/KDLALibDev
https://www.facebook.com/KDLALibDev


Mystery Readers’ Advisory

Thursday, October 25, 10:00-11:00 am ET (9:00-10:00 am CT)

E-rate Form 470 for Category Two: Funding Year 2019

Wednesday, November 7, 2:00-3:30 pm ET (1:00-2:30 pm CT)

Mainstream Fiction: The Non-Genre

Thursday, November 8, 10:00-11:00 am ET (9:00-10:00 am CT)

Suspense/Thriller Readers’ Advisory

Thursday, November 15, 10:00-11:00 am ET (9:00-10:00 am CT)

Save the Date
Visit KDLA’s CE Events Calendar to register for more webinars!

https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx


Thank you for attending!

Thank you to our presenter!

Ryan Tooley

rytooley@dcplibrary.org

(270) 684-0211, ext. 247

Daviess County Public Library

KDLA CE Events Calendar

KDLA Archived Webinars

Certification Program

KDLA.Certification@ky.gov

mailto:rytooley@dcplibrary.org
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/ContinuingEducationCalendar.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/kdlaarchivedwebinars/Pages/default.aspx
https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/staffdevelopment/Pages/certification.aspx
mailto:KDLA.Certification@ky.gov

